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1 INTRODUCTORY METHODOLOGICAL REMARKS 
 

The ambition of the Regional Development Strategy of the Czech Republic 2021+ (hereinafter 

ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άw5{έύ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴ ƻŦ 7 

years, or to define, in accordance with Act No 248/2000 Coll., on regional development support 

όƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά!Ŏǘ ƻƴ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘέύΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

State's regional policy in the period 2021ς20271.  

We define the regional policy of the central government (hereinafter referred to as the State) as a 

policy which should regulate the sectoral policies of the State so that they take into account the 

specifics of the various types of territory (metropolitan areas, agglomerations, regional centres and 

their rural hinterlands, structurally affected regions, economically and socially vulnerable areas) and 

which, at the same time, creates its own instruments influencing the development of specific 

territories.  

The main purpose of the RDS is to identify which thematic areas need or require a territory-specific 

approach2, and to define what (different) interventions should be implemented in different territorial 

contexts so as to promote competitiveness, reduce regional disparities and find solutions promoting 

sustainable development of the territory.    

Three test questions have been defined to determine whether a particular topic has a territorial 

dimension3 and whether the RDS should focus on it. Those questions serve as a guide in deciding 

whether or not to address a particular topic. However, it is not necessary for all of the three test 

questions to be answered in the affirmative, i.e. that the topic has both a national scope and territorial 

specificities for which national-level instruments can be defined. The set test criteria were evaluated 

in relation to the individual regional development themes at working group meetings.    

(1) Importance/significance of addressing the topic from the national level. This is a topic that needs 

to be addressed by national interventions (i.e. it is not a local issue).  

¶ The purpose of the criterion is to determine the order of significance of the topic. The 

individual problems/challenges of regional development can be broken down by their 

impact/importance at least at global, European, national, regional or local level.   

¶ The RDS is a document produced at national level, and should address problems of national 

importance. That concerns enhancing the strengths of regions and their development 

potential, which will strengthen competitiveness and reduce disparities among Regions 

όάwŜƎƛƻƴǎέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ ƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ units of regional self-government, NUTS 

3), for example by promoting business and entrepreneurship in deficit areas. It also concerns 

developing a knowledge-based economy, especially in territories with the greatest potential 

for it.  

                                                           
1 The Regional Development Strategy of the Czech Republic 2021+ builds on the Regional Development Strategy of the Czech 
Republic 2014ς2020.  
2 Territory-specific approach is understood to mean that policies, programmes or instruments of State intervention (or State 
regulation) do not treat the whole territory of the Czech Republic identically, but either have different objectives in different 
territories or are set differently in different territories or can have somewhat different conditions in different territories.   
3 The territorial dimension in this sense is not understood as interventions from or through the level of territorial self-
government or organized in a certain territory, but in terms of the territory-specific approach described above.  
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¶ Global or European challenges are considered in the RDS only under two prerequisites: (i) they 

manifest themselves significantly in the Czech Republic (which makes them national themes) 

and at the same time (ii) manifest themselves differently in the various Czech territories or 

cause significant inter-regional differences (mainly between Regions).   

¶ The ambition of the document is not to address global challenges (e.g. eradicating poverty and 

hunger, ensuring the availability of sanitation facilities). Such challenges are the subject of 

strategic documents drawn up, for example, at the United Nations level.  

¶ Similarly, it is not the ambition of the document to solve problems of a local nature (e.g. 

problems connected with a departing employer, which reduces the number of jobs in one 

region). Such problems should be addressed in Regional or municipal strategic documents.    

 (2) The topic has certain territorial specificities (a different solution is needed in different territorial 

contexts) or it has different territorial consequences (i.e. an intervention carried out from the 

national level will manifest itself differently in different types of territory, or the national 

intervention must be designed so as to achieve different goals in different territories).  

¶ The RDS is not an overarching document setting out the desirable development of the Czech 

Republic in all areas.  

¶ It is a document that defines in which areas/topics it is appropriate to apply different 

instruments in different territorial contexts (i.e. territorial specificities) and which national 

sectoral policies are to have different territorial implications and need the territorial dimension 

to be integrated into them. The RDS defines the territory-specific objectives and presents the 

instruments either in the form of type measures, or indicates that they must be designed and 

formulated with respect to the territory-specific objectives.   

¶ An example of different solutions in different territorial contexts is the area of improving air 

quality. In agglomerations and metropolitan areas, the problem is mainly motorised traffic, 

while in rural areas and peripheries, it is the local combustion heaters. Specifically in the 

Ostrava metropolitan area, the problem is combined with pollution loads from border areas - 

from Poland.  

¶ Similarly, strengthening R&D cooperation between firms and research organizations will be 

more concentrated in and take into account the conditions of agglomerations and 

metropolises, although rural or peripheral firms will not be disadvantaged. Conversely, 

support for entrepreneurship as a general requirement at national level will also be targeted 

at encouraging 'traditional' enterprises and crafts in economically weak and lagging areas, 

while it will focus on innovative entrepreneurship in agglomerations and metropolises.  

¶ In the sector of primary education, the RDS objectives also vary in different territories. In the 

peripheries, the concern is to retain schools, even small ones, with sufficient accessibility and 

of the best possible quality. In the hinterland of metropolitan areas or agglomerations, 

especially in the close hinterland, the objective is both sufficient capacity and sufficient 

diversity, with quality being considered here as an across-the-board, territorially non-specific 

topic.  

¶ It has been stated that many themes, based on analyses and working group meetings carried 

out, do not require a territory-specific approach and are only marginally mentioned in this 

document (e.g. energy network building, reduction of bureaucratic burden). This does not 
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mean that such themes are not important for the development of regions, but their 

development should be addressed in other strategic documents that define a national 

development strategy in the sector.  
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 (3) It is possible to propose or initiate a national solution to the problem. 

¶ The RDS is a document produced at national level, which should first of all define tasks that 

can be influenced at national level (i.e. by ministries or organizations funded by the State), 

either directly, by the State's own activities, or indirectly by the State initiating solutions that 

other players are responsible for, e.g. the self-governments.  

¶ At the same time, it is the task of the RDS, in accordance with the Act on Regional 

Development Support, to set out recommendations to the Regions regarding the focus of their 

development. Due to the self-government of Regions and municipalities, the State will not 

and cannot enforce such recommendations.  

¶ Given the nature of the document, the defining of the development needs of regions / types 

of territory / Regions is somewhat simplified. Some identified problems/potentials for strong 

metropolitan areas or other types of territory do not necessarily apply to the entire 

demarcated area, but are predominantly characteristic of that type of territory.    

In relation to the other strategic documents in the Czech Republic, we proceed from the following 

assumptions: 

¶ The RDS builds on the Strategic Framework of the Czech Republic 2030, which is the 

overarching development document of the Czech Republic.  

¶ The RDS does not take precedence over other national strategic documents, but enters them 

in defining their territorial dimension.  

¶ The RDS is not a document representing a list of priorities for the Czech Republic's use of EU 

funds in the post-2020 programming period. There are some topics that may be a priority for 

the new programming period (e.g. security), but since they do not have a territorial dimension, 

they are not addressed by the RDS, or only marginally. However, this does not exclude them 

from support in the new programming period. The basic document defining the priorities of 

the Czech Republic in relation to the new programming period is the National Concept of 

Cohesion Policy Implementation after 2020.  

¶ The RDS is a development document that should serve as a basis for the development 

strategies of Regions (DSRs). The DSRs should elaborate on the topics addressed in the RDS in 

greater detail with regard to the specific features of the given Region. Nonetheless, Regions 

may also pursue topics that are not covered in the RDS (including topics that are imposed on 

them by legislation - e.g. secondary education).  

¶ The RDS objectives will be implemented through measures and activities set out in the RDS 

action plans and comprehensive action plans of the Strategic Framework for Economic 

wŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian and Karlovy Vary Regions. 
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1.1 Geographical delimitation of the RDS objectives 

The individual themes of regional development are intertwined, the logic of problem formulation 

implies that the problems are not territorially limited but overlapping. Some territories (urban and 

rural) may fall under more than one theme. At the same time, each territory is part of at least one 

theme.  

Tab. 1:  Geographical delimitation of regional development themes 

Regional development theme Geographical delimitation 

Metropolitan areas   

Prague, Brno and Ostrava metropolitan areas. The specific 

delimitation of the metropolitan areas is the subject of a separate 

specialist task.  

Agglomerations 

The other Regional capitals and their hinterlands. The specific 

delimitation of the agglomerations is the subject of a separate 

specialist task. 

Regional centres and their 

rural hinterlands 

Regional centres are the towns defined in Table 3 and other 

regional centres of a lower order defined by Regions. Their 

hinterland means any territory not falling within the catchment 

areas of metropolitan areas and agglomerations.  

 

Regional centres are also towns that are part of a metropolitan 

ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊ ŀƎƎƭƻƳŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ όŜΦƎΦ /ƘǊǳŘƛƳΣ tǌŜǊƻǾΣ WŀōƭƻƴŜŎ ƴŀŘ bƛǎƻǳύΦ 

The catchment area of such towns will be defined.  

Structurally affected Regions  
¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ Labem Region, Moravian-Silesian Region, Karlovy Vary 

Region.  

Economically and socially 

vulnerable areas 

Administrative districts of municipalities with extended powers 

(MEPs) defined on the basis of specified indicators - (a) intensity 

of housing construction, (b) gross rate of total population 

increase, (c) age index, (d) share of unemployed persons, (e) 

intensity of business activity. The administrative districts of the 

MEP which show the worst results in those indicators and in 

which 25% of the Czech population live were defined.   

 

In addition to the administrative districts of MEP defined by the 

above-specified indicators, this category also includes the 

administrative territories of municipalities overlapping with 

former military areas. 
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Tab. 2: Examples of towns and their classification under the regional development themes 

Examples 

of towns 
Metropolitan areas   Agglomerations 

Regional centres and 

their rural hinterlands 

Structurally 

affected Regions  

Economically and 

socially vulnerable 

areas 

[ƛǘƻƳȅǑƭ   
Regional centre of a 

lower order 
  

Mikulov   
Regional centre of a 

lower order 
  

Kladno 
Part of the Prague 

metropolitan area 
 

Regional centre of a 

higher order 
  

{ŜƳőƛŎŜ   
Hinterland of a regional 

centre 
  

Pacov   
Hinterland of a regional 

centre 
 

Economically and 

socially vulnerable 

area 

YŀǊǾƛƴł 
Part of the Ostrava 

metropolitan area 
 

Regional centre of a 

higher order 

Part of a 

structurally affected 

Region 

Economically and 

socially vulnerable 

area 

Chomutov  

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ 

nad Labem-

Chomutov 

agglomeration 

Regional centre of a 

higher order 

Part of a 

structurally affected 

Region 

Economically and 

socially vulnerable 

area 

5ŠőƝƴ  

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ 

nad Labem-

Chomutov 

agglomeration 

Regional centre of a 

higher order 

Part of a 

structurally affected 

Region 

Economically and 

socially vulnerable 

area 

Brno 
The core of a 

metropolitan area 
    

~ƭŀǇŀƴƛŎŜ 
Part of the Brno 

metropolitan area 
    

Hradec 

YǊłƭƻǾŞ 
 

The core of an 

agglomeration 
   

Opatovice 

nad Labem 
 

Part of an 

agglomeration 
   

 

Metropolitan areas, agglomerations and regional centres and their rural hinterlands have specific 

objectives and type measures that are created with regard to their problems and potentials.  

Type measures under Strategic Objective 2 were developed for the needs of a wide group of 

agglomerations. It is precisely because of the high heterogeneity of this group that it is envisaged 

that the type measures under Strategic Objective 1 will also be implemented in agglomerations 

(where relevant). However, a different intensity of the addressed problems can be expected in 

metropolises and agglomerations due to different critical sizes of the groups of actors (population 
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size, number and types of economic entities etc.) and different intensity of processes taking place 

there (e.g. different intensity of suburbanization) and their impacts in the territory. 

Municipalities in the hinterland of metropolitan areas or agglomerations may also use type measures 

set for the purposes of regional centres and their rural hinterlands, if this is defined in the RDS action 

plans. 

Territories falling within the structurally affected Regions (Moravian-{ƛƭŜǎƛŀƴΣ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ 

Karlovy Vary Regions) or economically and socially vulnerable areas may at the same time use specific 

objectives and type measures set for metropolitan areas / agglomerations / regional centres and their 

rural hinterlands and for structurally affected Regions / economically and socially vulnerable areas. 

This means that one municipality may fall under a maximum of four strategic objectives.  

Figure 1: Delimitation of metropolises, agglomerations, regional centres of a higher order and 

economically and socially vulnerable areas for the purposes of the RDS 

 
 

 

Note: Figure 1 shows only higher-order regional centres (see also Table 3 below).   
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Figure 2: Expected coverage of the Czech Republic by the Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI) 

instrument in the period 2021+ 

 

(1) The metropolitan areas are Prague, Brno, Ostrava and their hinterlands, including rural ones.  

Justification: 

¶ Prague has a strongly dominant position within the Czech Republic, not only due to its 

substantially higher population, but also due to its regional significance (including significant 

commuting from a number of Regional capitals). A substantial part of the administrative bodies 

of the Czech Republic and diplomatic missions of foreign states are concentrated there. The 

±łŎƭŀǾ IŀǾŜƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ фл҈ ƻŦ the performance of all Czech airports. 

¶ Brno is the second largest city in the Czech Republic. Some administrative bodies with 

nationwide competency are based there.  

¶ Ostrava is the third largest city in the Czech Republic and the centre of the second largest 

metropolitan area in the Czech Republic. It is included in the category of metropolitan areas 

with regard to its population size, extensive urbanised hinterland and cross-border links.  
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(2) Agglomerations mean the remaining Regional capitals (except Prague, Brno and Ostrava) and their 

hinterlands, including rural ones.    

Justification: 

¶ In terms of settlement, regional and administrative structure, all Regional capitals have 

relatively the same status and importance within their Regions4. Therefore, in addition to their 

administrative role, the population of their catchment areas was taken into account.  

 

(3) Regional centres can be divided into two categories - regional centres of a higher order identified 

from the national level (usually settlements with more than 15 thousand inhabitants and a 

catchment area of at least 30 thousand inhabitants; see Table 3) and regional centres of a lower 

order identified from the Regional level (usually settlements with at least 5 thousand inhabitants 

and a catchment area of around 10 thousand inhabitants)5. Rural hinterland means any territory 

not falling within the category of metropolitan areas and agglomerations. Some regional centres 

(and their hinterlands) also form the hinterland of metropolises/ agglomerations. A specific type 

ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƭŀŘł .ƻƭŜǎƭŀǾΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ L¢L ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

the period 2021ς2027, same as metropolitan areas and agglomerations (see Figure 2).  

Justification: 

¶ Given the nature of the Czech settlement structure (a relatively large number of small and 

medium-sized towns) and the function of this type of settlements as centres of commuting for 

work and school, we consider it necessary to address this type of settlement separately. 

¶ The category also includes the remaining part of the rural space (outside the hinterlands of 

metropolises and agglomerations).    

The territories of the above-mentioned strategic objectives (1, 2 and 3) cover the entire territory of 

the Czech Republic. These territories are also covered by the other two strategic objectives (4 and 5). 

This means that some areas are addressed under several strategic objectives and, at the same time, 

that each municipality is part of at least one strategic objective.  

  

                                                           
4 Pilsen and its hinterland can be perceived as being on the border between metropolitan areas and agglomerations. The core 

Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ tƛƭǎŜƴ όtƭȊŜƶύ with its population (172 441 inhabitants as of 1 January 2019, according to CZSO data) significantly 

exceeds the other Regional capitals (except for those categorized as metropolitan areas). Also, the characteristics of economic 

growth or the intensity of science and research place the Pilsen Region among the best-ranking Regions.  

On the other hand, the functional urban area (FUA) of Pilsen is significantly smaller than in the case of settlements classified 

as metropolitan areas. Based on data from 2017, the functional urban area of Pilsen reaches 342 thousand inhabitants, while 

the functional urban areas of Brno and Ostrava significantly exceed the limit of 700 thousand or 1 million inhabitants 

respectively.   
5Regional centres of a lower order will be defined by the Regions (the form of the delimitation will be agreed with the Regions 

during the RDS implementation). In the RDS action plans, the target area of a certain measure (or activity) may be further 

specified, for example limited to a specific segment of regional centres.  
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Tab. 3: List of regional centres of a higher order 

Region List of regional centres 

Central Bohemian YƭŀŘƴƻΣ YƻƭƝƴΣ Yǳǘƴł IƻǊŀΣ aƭŀŘł .ƻƭŜǎƭŀǾΣ .ŜƴŜǑƻǾΣ 

.ŜǊƻǳƴΣ aŠƭƴƝƪΣ bȅƳōǳǊƪΣ tƻŘŠōǊŀŘȅΣ tǌƝōǊŀƳΣ 

wŀƪƻǾƴƝƪΣ {ƭŀƴȇΣ YǊŀƭǳǇȅ ƴŀŘ ±ƭǘŀǾƻǳΣ bŜǊŀǘƻǾƛŎŜΣ 

[ȅǎł ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ aƛƭƻǾƛŎŜΣ .ǊŀƴŘȇǎ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ-{ǘŀǊł 

Boleslav 

Pilsen YƭŀǘƻǾȅΣ 5ƻƳŀȌƭƛŎŜΣ wƻƪȅŎŀƴȅΣ ¢ŀŎƘƻǾ 

South Bohemian ¢łōƻǊΣ WƛƴŘǌƛŎƘǻǾ IǊŀŘŜŎΣ tƝǎŜƪΣ {ǘǊŀƪƻƴƛŎŜΣ 2Ŝǎƪȇ 

Krumlov, Prachatice 

Karlovy Vary /ƘŜōΣ {ƻƪƻƭƻǾΣ !ǑΣ aŀǊƛłƴǎƪŞ [łȊƴŠΣ hǎǘǊƻǾ 

¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ /ƘƻƳǳǘƻǾΣ 5ŠőƝƴΣ aƻǎǘΣ ¢ŜǇƭƛŎŜΣ YŀŘŀƶΣ YƭłǑǘŜǊŜŎ ƴŀŘ 

hƘǌƝΣ [ƛǘƻƳŠǌƛŎŜΣ [ƻǳƴȅΣ ¿ŀǘŜŎΣ wǳƳōǳǊƪΣ ±ŀǊƴǎŘƻǊŦΣ 

[ƛǘǾƝƴƻǾ 

Liberec WŀōƭƻƴŜŎ ƴŀŘ bƛǎƻǳΣ 2Ŝǎƪł [ƝǇŀΣ ¢ǳǊƴƻǾ 

IǊŀŘŜŎ YǊłƭƻǾŞ błŎƘƻŘΣ ¢ǊǳǘƴƻǾΣ WƛőƝƴΣ wȅŎƘƴƻǾ ƴŀŘ YƴŠȌƴƻǳΣ 5ǾǻǊ 

YǊłƭƻǾŞ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ ±ǊŎƘƭŀōƝ 

Pardubice /ƘǊǳŘƛƳΣ {ǾƛǘŀǾȅΣ 2Ŝǎƪł ¢ǌŜōƻǾłΣ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ hǊƭƛŎƝΣ 

/ƘƻŎŜƶΣ ±ȅǎƻƪŞ aȇǘƻ 

±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴ IŀǾƭƝőƪǻǾ .ǊƻŘΣ ¢ǌŜōƝőΣ ¿řłǊ ƴŀŘ {łȊŀǾƻǳΣ tŜƭƘǌƛƳƻǾ 

South Moravian .ƭŀƴǎƪƻΣ .ǌŜŎƭŀǾΣ IƻŘƻƴƝƴΣ ±ȅǑƪƻǾΣ ½ƴƻƧƳƻΣ ±ŜǎŜƭƝ 

nad Moravou 

Olomouc tǊƻǎǘŠƧƻǾΣ tǌŜǊƻǾΣ WŜǎŜƴƝƪΣ IǊŀƴƛŎŜΣ ~ǳƳǇŜǊƪ  

½ƭƝƴ YǊƻƳŠǌƝȌΣ ¦ƘŜǊǎƪŞ IǊŀŘƛǑǘŠΣ ±ŀƭŀǑǎƪŞ aŜȊƛǌƝőƝΣ ±ǎŜǘƝƴΣ 

¦ƘŜǊǎƪȇ .ǊƻŘΣ wƻȌƴƻǾ ǇƻŘ wŀŘƘƻǑǘŠƳΣ hǘǊƻƪƻǾƛŎŜ 

Moravian-Silesian hǇŀǾŀΣ CǊȇŘŜƪ-aƝǎǘŜƪΣ YŀǊǾƛƴłΣ YǊƴƻǾΣ ¢ǌƛƴŜŎΣ 2Ŝǎƪȇ 

¢ŠǑƝƴΣ IŀǾƝǌƻǾΣ YƻǇǌƛǾƴƛŎŜΣ bƻǾȇ WƛőƝƴΣ .ǊǳƴǘłƭΣ 

.ƻƘǳƳƝƴΣ hǊƭƻǾł 

 

(4) The structurally affected Regions ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian and Karlovy Vary 

Regions.  

Justification: 

¶ Concentration of social, economic and environmental problems.  

¶ Linkage to the existing {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ wŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ 

Labem, Moravian-Silesian and Karlovy Vary Regions.  

(5) Economically and socially vulnerable areas are defined on the basis of selected indicators (listed 

in Table 1), for which the average value for the period 2013-2017 is used. The indicators were selected 

on the basis of mapping the indicators used by the Regions for delimiting this type of territory. The 

demarcation variants were subsequently presented to the representatives of the Regions at meetings 

exclusively dedicated to this topic in March and June 2018. Preference was given to indicators that can 

be updated annually.  

The administrative districts of MEPs falling into this category are shown in Figure 1 and Table 4. In 

addition to the MEP administrative districts thus defined, the category of economically and socially 
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vulnerable areas also includes the administrative territories of municipalities overlapping with former 

military areas6. The delimitation of the economically and socially vulnerable areas may be modified in 

the RDS action plans (see also Section 4.4).  

The delimited economically and socially vulnerable areas are internally heterogeneous. For that 

reason, for the purposes of the RDS action plans, we plan to develop the characteristics and typology 

of economically and socially vulnerable areas so that their key problems and potentials can be 

differentiated and the planned measures can be linked to them.  

In their own development strategies (DSR), the Regions can define economically and socially 

vulnerable areas at a lower administrative level (e.g. administrative districts of municipal authorities 

with delegated competencies) and so address disparities within the administrative districts of the 

MEPs. In those documents, the Regions may designate areas other than those defined in RDS as 

economically and socially vulnerable, but without the right to targeted support through the regional 

policy of the State.   

Justification: 

¶ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘ ƻƴ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ w5{ άǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

delimiting the State-ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎέ - the indicator system fulfils this requirement.  

¶ The aim of supporting regional development is, among other things, to "contribute to 

increasing the competitiveness of regions".  

Tab. 4: List of administrative districts of the MEPs in the category of economically and socially 

vulnerable areas 

Region List of economically and socially vulnerable areas 

Central Bohemian - 

Pilsen IƻǊŀȌřƻǾƛŎŜΣ bŜǇƻƳǳƪΣ {ǳǑƛŎŜ 

South Bohemian aƛƭŜǾǎƪƻΣ {ƻōŠǎƭŀǾΣ 5ŀőƛŎŜΣ .ƭŀǘƴł 

Karlovy Vary Kraslice, Sokolov, Ostrov 

¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ [ƛǘǾƝƴƻǾΣ aƻǎǘΣ wǳƳōǳǊƪΣ 5ŠőƝƴΣ ±ŀǊƴǎŘƻǊŦΣ 

tƻŘōƻǌŀƴȅΣ /ƘƻƳǳǘƻǾΣ YŀŘŀƶΣ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ 

[ƻǾƻǎƛŎŜΣ ¢ŜǇƭƛŎŜΣ ¿ŀǘŜŎΣ [ƻǳƴȅΣ [ƛǘƻƳŠǌƛŎŜ 

Liberec ¢ŀƴǾŀƭŘΣ CǊȇŘƭŀƴǘΣ {ŜƳƛƭȅΣ bƻǾȇ .ƻǊ 

IǊŀŘŜŎ YǊłƭƻǾŞ .ǊƻǳƳƻǾΣ 5ǾǻǊ YǊłƭƻǾŞ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ 

Pardubice aƻǊŀǾǎƪł ¢ǌŜōƻǾłΣ 2Ŝǎƪł ¢ǌŜōƻǾłΣ {ǾƛǘŀǾȅΣ YǊłƭƝƪȅ 

±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴ aƻǊŀǾǎƪŞ .ǳŘŠƧƻǾƛŎŜΣ tŀŎƻǾΣ .ȅǎǘǌƛŎŜ ƴŀŘ 

tŜǊƴǑǘŜƧƴŜƳΣ ¢ŜƭőΣ {ǾŠǘƭł ƴŀŘ {łȊŀǾƻǳΣ błƳŠǑǙ ƴŀŘ 

hǎƭŀǾƻǳΣ /ƘƻǘŠōƻǌΣ ¢ǌŜōƝő 

                                                           
6This concerns the following: Former military areas (in bold): Boletice όtƻƭƴł ƴŀ ~ǳƳŀǾŠύΣ Brdy ό.ƻǊƻǾƴƻΣ .ǊŀǘƪƻǾƛŎŜΣ 5ƻōǌƝǾΣ 

5ǊŀƘƭƝƴΣ CŜƭōŀōƪŀΣ IǾƻȊŘŜŎΣ /ƘŀƭƻǳǇƪȅΣ WƛƴŎŜΣ YǌŜǑƝƴΣ [łȊΣ aŀƭł ±ƝǎƪŀΣ aƛǊƻǑƻǾΣ aƝǑƻǾΣ bŜǇƻƳǳƪΣ hōŜŎƴƛŎŜΣ Ohrazenice, 

tƻŘƭǳƘȅΣ {łŘŜƪΣ {ƪƻǌƛŎŜΣ {ǇłƭŜƴŞ tƻǌƝőƝΣ {ǘǊŀǑƛŎŜΣ ~ǘƝǘƻǾΣ ¢ŠƴŠΣ ¢ǊƻƪŀǾŜŎΣ ±ŠǑƝƴΣ ±ǊŀƴƻǾƛŎŜΣ ½ŀƧŜőƻǾύΣ 5ƻōǊł ±ƻŘŀ ό2ŀŎƘǊƻǾΣ 

IŀǊǘƳŀƴƛŎŜΣ tǊłǑƛƭȅΣ {ǊƴƝύΣ IǊŀŘƛǑǘŠ ό.ǊŀȌŜŎΣ 5ƻǳǇƻǾǎƪŞ IǊŀŘƛǑǘŠύΣ [ƛōŀǾł όYƻȊƭƻǾΣ [ǳōƻƳŠǌ ǇƻŘ {ǘǊłȌƴƻǳΣ aŠǎǘƻ [ƛōŀǾłύΣ 

Milovice-aƭŀŘł ό.Ŝƴłǘƪȅ ƴŀŘ WƛȊŜǊƻǳΣ .ǊƻŘŎŜΣ 2ŀŎƘƻǾƛŎŜΣ WƛǌƛŎŜΣ [ƛǇƴƝƪΣ [ǳǑǘŠƴƛŎŜΣ aƛƭƻǾƛŎŜΣ {ƳƛƭƻǾƛŎŜΣ {ǘǊŀƪȅΣ ±ǑŜƧŀƴȅύΣ Ralsko 

ό.Šƭł ǇƻŘ .ŜȊŘŠȊŜƳΣ .ŜȊŘŠȊΣ 5ƻƪǎȅΣ IŀƳǊ ƴŀ WŜȊŜǌŜΣ aƛƳƻƶΣ aǳƪŀǌƻǾΣ bƻǾƛƴȅ ǇƻŘ wŀƭǎƪŜƳΣ hǎŜőƴłΣ tǊƻǾƻŘƝƴΣ wŀƭǎƪƻΣ {ǘǊłȌ 

pod RalsƪŜƳΣ ½łƪǳǇȅύΦ  
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South Moravian ±ŜǎŜƭƝ ƴŀŘ aƻǊŀǾƻǳΣ IƻŘƻƴƝƴΣ YȅƧƻǾΣ aƻǊŀǾǎƪȇ 

Krumlov, Znojmo 

Olomouc tǌŜǊƻǾΣ WŜǎŜƴƝƪΣ ~ǳƳǇŜǊƪΣ YƻƴƛŎŜΣ aƻƘŜƭƴƛŎŜΣ ¦ƴƛőƻǾΣ 

[ƛǇƴƝƪ ƴŀŘ .ŜőǾƻǳΣ ½łōǌŜƘΣ IǊŀƴƛŎŜΣ ~ǘŜǊƴōŜǊƪ 

½ƭƝƴ .ȅǎǘǌƛŎŜ ǇƻŘ IƻǎǘȇƴŜƳΣ YǊƻƳŠǌƝȌΣ hǘǊƻƪƻǾƛŎŜΣ 

IƻƭŜǑƻǾΣ ±ǎŜǘƝƴΣ ¦ƘŜǊǎƪȇ .ǊƻŘ 

Moravian-Silesian YŀǊǾƛƴłΣ IŀǾƝǌƻǾΣ hǊƭƻǾłΣ ±ƝǘƪƻǾΣ wȇƳŀǌƻǾΣ YǊƴƻǾΣ 

.ǊǳƴǘłƭΣ .ƻƘǳƳƝƴΣ hŘǊȅΣ 2Ŝǎƪȇ ¢ŠǑƝƴ 

 

1.2 Description of the structure of the proposal part 

Strategic objectives are the highest level of the proposal part and are divided, based on a problem 

analysis, into 5 territorial objectives (metropolitan areas, agglomerations, regional centres and their 

rural hinterlands, structurally affected Regions, economically and socially vulnerable areas) and 1 

cross-cutting objective dedicated to public administration in the field of regional development. The 

introductory text for all strategic objectives represents a partial vision of the development in the given 

type of territory, or in public administration in the area of regional development.      

Specific objectives are defined with regard to the needs and potentials of the given type of territory 

(or public administration in the area of regional development) and are focused on a specific topic (e.g. 

economic development, transport, public services and housing). The text of the specific objectives 

consists of two parts: 

(1) Justification of the specific objective: A brief summary of the reasons for including the specific 

objective in the RDS. The purpose of the text is to link the problem analysis and the proposal part. 

However, it must not be understood in a narrow sense as a mechanical enumeration/ extract of sub-

parts of the problem analysis to justify the specific objective. The structure of the specific objectives 

does not copy the structure of the problem analysis because the proposals of objectives and solutions 

to problems need to be designed differently from a description or analysis of problems.   

(2) Solution: Explanation and detailed description of the specific objective, its focus and thematic 

targeting of the future interventions that are to deliver the specific objective and, through multiple 

specific objectives, to achieve a strategic objective. A more detailed description of the specific 

objective shows which areas/themes the interventions need to be focused on, what changes the 

interventions should bring and in what ways the potential associated with the specific objective should 

be developed.   

Type measures are the lowest level of the proposal part. They represent a proposal for measures which 

should jointly or individually implement the changes set out in the description of the specific 

objectives. They are a proposal for interventions by the State or other public entities, intended to 

implement the RDS. The type measures constitute the basis / starting point for the proposals of RDS 

action plans. 

The type measures will be further developed within the action plans up to the level of specific 

supported activities. Type measures in the RDS are therefore not intended to describe all possible 

solutions in detail but to show the direction of future development. The type measures will have to be 
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further conceptually and technically examined and elaborated in the preparation of the RDS action 

plans.   

The individual type measures are structured according to the following logic: 

(1) Problem: It draws on the text of the specific objective and indicates how the type measure is linked 

to the specific objective.  

(2) Content: Brief description of the type measure. 

(3) Target situation: It defines what the situation should be after a successful implementation of the 

type measure.  

(4) Target group: Identifies entities the type measure is primarily targeted at.  

(5) Main holder: It is a national body responsible for the thematic area. The holder can either act in the 

given area as an implementer of the measure or a coordinator or can provide methodical guidance to 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƻǊ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀ άǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊέΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 

drafting the legislation in the given thematic area. It is not necessarily the body that will finance the 

activities described in the measure.  

(6) Other holders: These are other bodies at national level that have a role to play in coordinating and 

methodically guiding other actors at national, regional and municipal levels.  

(7) Main implementers: It is not an exhaustive list of all potential implementers of a given type 

measure, but an indicative outline that will be modified for the purpose of implementing the measure.  
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Figure 3: The structural logic of the proposal part of the RDS 

 

 

 

  



 

17 
 

2 PROBLEM ANALYSIS 

2.1 Extract from the Initial Analysis for the Preparation of the Regional Development 

Strategy of the Czech Republic 2021+ 

¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά!ƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ 

the Preparation of the Regioƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ нлнмҌέ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 

six basic areas that have the greatest impact on regional policy. The proposals of the basic areas that 

the RDS should analyse posed questions as to what significant regional specificities and differences 

exist in the given thematic area, including the availability of relevant regional data for a relevant 

assessment of the situation in that area. 

 

For each thematic area, the following was analysed: the position of the Czech Republic in the European 

context, the degree of regional differences between Regions, the administrative districts of MEPs, 

differences between urban and rural areas (depending on data availability and relevance). The basic 

areas of the analytical part and their objectives include: 

 

A. Economic development 
To what extent do Czech regions manage to approximate/ converge towards the European average?  
Which regions converge and which do not (including economically weak regions defined in RDS CR 
14-20)? What is the position of the Czech Republic's competitiveness in the international context 
(especially the importance of the innovative economy) and how does its development change over 
time? What is the position of Regions in terms of competitiveness factors (or their combination)? 
What are the differences in the wage level among Regions and in the sectoral structure of the 
economy? What are the differences in employment and unemployment in the regions, including an 
evaluation of the changing employment structure in the Regions? 

 B. Quality of life, civil society 
What are the changes in the population in terms of socio-demographic and social characteristics, 
including trends at national and regional level? Are there territories that are problematic in providing 
basic public services? 

C. Networks 
What is the position of the Czech Republic in the European transport system (air, road, rail, water 
transport)? What is the condition of transport infrastructure in the regions of the Czech Republic? 

D. Quality of the environment 
What are the developments in the individual components of the environment and nature protection? 
What environmental problems are territory-specific? Which components of the environment still 
show a high risk and national-level problems? 

E. Public administration and regional development (see Section 2.2) 
What is the structure of the Czech public administration system in comparison with the European 
countries? What is the current state of competences, funding and problems of public administration 
(focusing on its performance, efficiency and public involvement in decision-making processes)? 

 
The analytical background material is a separate document available on the RDS extranet. Based on 

the analysis cited above, the following findings have been formulated:  
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A. Economic development 
 

¶ In terms of economic performance, the GDP per capita in PPS relatively declined for Prague (a slight 

decline from a high base) and the Northwest region stagnated. On the contrary, the cohesion 

regions Southeast and Southwest converged, their growth rate corresponded to developed regions 

in Austria and Germany. 

¶ However, it remains true that the main driver of the Czech Republic's growth is the capital city of 

Prague and its natural hinterland of the Central Bohemian Region, which form an increasingly 

integrated and functionally interconnected whole. The variability in gross domestic product among 

Regions increased over time. At the Regional level (in the period 2008ς2015) the highest increase 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƛƭǎŜƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ½ƭƝƴ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ 

Ý The dominant position of Prague and the growing pace of economic growth in the Pilsen, South 

aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ½ƭƝƴ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ 

 

¶ In terms of achieved R&D values per capita, Prague has had the highest in the long term, but the 

dynamics of changes in R&D expenditures indicate that the South Moravian Region has significantly 

strengthened its position. Significant acceleration in R&D funds can also be identified in the 

Moravian-Silesian, Pilsen and Olomouc Regions. 

Ý Long-term highest values of R&D in Prague, significant strengthening of Brno, growth of Ostrava, 

Pilsen and Olomouc. 

 

¶ Prague is also dominant in terms of labour productivity, but the South Moravian Region has shown 

a higher average labour productivity than the Capital over the last ten years. On the contrary, the 

achieved level and pace of average growth is very low in the Karlovy Vary Region. 

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - the highest labour productivity. 

Ý Economically problematic regions - labour productivity growth in the Karlovy Vary Region is very 

low. 

 

¶ The formerly dominant position of Prague is starting to be complemented by an inflow of 

investments into other Regions - such as Pilsen, Moravian-Silesian, Central Bohemian. On the other 

ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ hƭƻƳƻǳŎ ŀƴŘ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀǊŜ ƭŀƎƎƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ 

Ý Prague's dominant position in the inflow of foreign direct investment.  

 

¶ In the area of gross value added in the period 2005ς2010, there was a dynamic growth in the City 

of Prague and the South Moravian Region. On the contrary, between 2010ς2015, the value added 

grew the fastest in the Central Bohemian Region and the South Moravian Region. The dynamics of 

the other regions is significantly lower in this respect (including Prague). 

Ý The highest growth of gross value added in Prague, Central Bohemian and South Moravian 

Regions. 

 

¶ In the long term, the most diverse and balanced economic base (in terms of 

dominance/representation of selected industries) is present in the South Moravian, Pardubice and 

hƭƻƳƻǳŎ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅΣ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀbem and Moravian-Silesian 

Regions have long had a very specific economic structure dominated by one or two sectors. In the 
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case of the Moravian-Silesian Region, significant structural shifts in the economic base have started 

to occur in recent years. 

Ý Economically problematic regions - dominance of one to two sectors. 

 

¶ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǇŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΦ Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ 

nad Labem and Karlovy Vary Regions recorded a decrease in the total number of economic entities 

in the period under review. The Liberec Region begins to stagnate. The City of Prague, the South 

Moravian and the Central Bohemian Regions show a very dynamic relative and absolute growth. 

This phenomenon can be associated with the continuing concentration of inhabitants and services 

in the most important centres of settlement and generally with agglomeration effects which are 

crucial for the development of small and medium-sized enterprises.    

Ý Metropolitan territories - relative and absolute growth of economic entities. 

Ý 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ wŜƎƛƻƴǎύ - a 

decrease in the total number of economic entities. 

 

¶ In the category of small enterprises, a clear trend towards territorial concentration has been 

identified. In general, the highest share of small enterprises in the total number of economic entities 

was apparent in the Moravian-{ƛƭŜǎƛŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

territorial concentration changed during the period under review and the highest share in 2015 was 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǳǊōŀƴέ a9tǎΣ ƛΦŜΦ ƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ 

¶ In the case of medium-sized enterprises, the trend of territorial concentration in selected 

administrative districts of MEPs is also clear. However, in contrast to the category of small 

enterprises, medium-sized enterprises concentrate more in rural MEPs (often in inner peripheries) 

and not in regions with a higher proportion of urban population. In these rural regions, medium-

sized enterprises are the dominant employers. Specifically, higher agglomerates and concentrations 

of medium-ǎƛȊŜŘ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭƻƳƻǳŎ ŀƴŘ 

partially Pardubice Regions. 

Ý Rural regions (often inner peripheries) - medium-sized enterprises are dominant employers.  

 

¶ The regional patterns of the registered unemployment rate were not overcome in 2005ς2016. At 

the beginning of the period under review, the impact of the slowdown in the Czech economy as a 

result of the economic crisis was evident. The result was an increase in unemployment, but that was 

also regionally differentiated. During the crisis, the highest growth was recorded in the Olomouc 

ŀƴŘ ½ƭƝƴ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ .ȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀst, the year-on-year indices from 

2011/2010 confirm a gradually declining trend in most Regions to the present values, which are 

among the lowest in the EU. However, the problematic situation persists in regions with a negative 

inherited economic specialization (especially the coal basins) where the mismatch between supply 

and demand in the labour market prevails, and in economically below-average regions. Despite a 

clear downward trend in the regional registered unemployment rate, the inter-Regional differences 

have increased over the last three years of economic boom. 

¶ Although the overall trend of the unemployment rate is demonstrably declining, in the period after 

the crisis (after the crisis waves of 2008 and 2012), the pace of unemployment reduction is higher in 

the four highest-ranking Regions (change index 75) than in the four lowest-ranking Regions (change 

index 78) . It cannot be argued, therefore, that the unemployment rate decreases more rapidly in 
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the lower-ranking regions. On the contrary, such approximation does not occur. Despite the 

degressive trend, interregional differences in unemployment have been gradually increasing over 

the past three years. The regions also differ in the structure of the unemployed, which is available 

at the level of the local Labour Offices. The share of the long-term unemployed is persistently the 

ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian Regions. In the long term, the highest number 

of job applicants per vacancy has been in the Olomouc Region (note: The data available for the 

analysis were from 2016, but the unemployment rate has undergone further changes since then. 

Disparities in the unemployment rate will continue to be monitored and continuously updated).   

Ý Structurally affected Regions - a mismatch between supply and demand in the labour market 

persists. The structure of the unemployed is also problematic - the long-term unemployed form 

the highest share. 

 

¶ The trend in the share of unemployed persons was specifically monitored by the type of 

administrative districts of MEPs in 2005ς2016. The MEP categories by the character of settlement 

(urban x rural) as well as by the state of development and development potential (growth X loss) 

show very systematic regularities in terms of the unemployment trend. The development in all 

categories clearly copies the nationwide unemployment trend, but there is a spatial differentiation 

between the categories, which almost does not change over time. The most favourable situation on 

the labour market is evident in the so-called urban and rural growth regions. The differences 

between the two categories are minimal.  

¶ The second group of regions with relatively favourable (un)employment conditions consists mainly 

of rural, significantly rural and urban stabilized regions. The last known unemployment values are 

slightly below 5%. Until 2011, regions falling into the category of urban stabilized territories were 

closer in their development to growth urban and rural regions, but since 2014 they have 

corresponded much more to the above-ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ άǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŜŘέ a9tǎΦ  

¶ A higher share of the unemployed has been identified in the so-called mostly rural and significantly 

rural MEPs and the highest unemployment has been associated in the long term with MEPs 

belonging to the so-called urban loss regions which usually face mainly structural unemployment. 

The above-mentioned spatial trends show, in particular, the typical conditionalities of 

unemployment, which are to a varying extent represented in each of the categories. These are 

mainly the inherited economic specialization of the MEP administrative districts, the vertical 

geographic position (i.e. the position of important centres in the hierarchy of the settlement system), 

but also the horizontal position in relation to the Regional capital (inner, outer periphery etc.) or the 

macro-geographic position (west - east). 

¶ The indicator of the fertility rate, according to the data for 2015, shows the lowest value in Prague, 

the highest value in the Central Bohemian Region. The fertility rate is closely linked to the 

attractiveness of the regions, the migration movements of the population, the suburbanization 

process and other societal processes. The sequence of the regions is relatively stable in the period 

under review. A more significant decline was recorded in the Northwest region which showed the 

highest fertility rate until 2009. 

Ý The fertility rate is the highest in the Prague metropolitan area (or in the ring around Prague). 
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B. Quality of life, civil society 

 

¶ The results of natural increase disparities reveal an increasing polarization of Regions in the Czech 

Republic. The Central Bohemian Region has the highest natural increase per 1,000 inhabitants in the 

long term. This can be associated primarily with urbanization processes, or with the suburbanization 

process, and the long-term high attractiveness of the City of Prague hinterland. In most Czech 

Regions, the gap is gradually deepening between Prague and the Central Bohemian Region on the 

one hand, and the other Regions, where the natural increase has decreased over time and is 

currently negative, on the other hand. The fastest natural decrease in population is reported in the 

Karlovy Vary, Moravia-{ƛƭŜǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ ¦ƴŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

not so hƛƎƘΣ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭƻƳƻǳŎΣ tƛƭǎŜƴΣ ½ƭƝƴ ŀƴŘ IǊŀŘŜŎ YǊłƭƻǾŞ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ 

Ý The growth metropolis (Prague metropolitan area) - shows a significantly higher natural increase 

compared to the other Regions. 

 

¶ At MEP level, rural and peripheral areas (inner and outer peripheries) deepen their long-term 

negative natural increase. The number of such MEPs is gradually increasing, monitored in regular 

time intervals. Positive natural increase is typical only for MEPs with the most important settlement 

centres (e.g. Regional capitals) and their closest hinterlands. The natural increase by the category 

of MEP administrative districts (urban vs rural, growth vs loss) confirms the trends outlined above. 

The highest values have been recorded in the long term mŀƛƴƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άƎǊƻǿǘƘέ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 

attractive) regions, regardless of whether they are urban or predominantly or significantly rural MEP 

regions. 

Ý Inner and outer peripheries - areas with long-term negative natural increase. 

 

¶ The trend in natural increase per 1 000 inhabitants in relation to the size categories of municipalities 

confirms the expected regularity, where the value of natural increase has been declining, in the long 

term, with the decreasing size of municipalities. A specific feature are municipalities in the category 

up to 100 inhabitants with a very negative trend, where the decline of the population is dominated 

by natural decrease. On the other hand, differences in categories of 500 and more inhabitants are 

minimal. 

¶ The regions with the longest life expectancy of women (also overall) in the long term include Prague 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ƭƛŦŜ 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ Labem, Karlovy Vary and Moravian-

Silesian Regions. The difference between the highest and the lowest life expectancy, i.e. between 

tǊŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ оΦлм ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƭƻƴƎ-term increase 

in life expectancy in all Regions, there is also a very slight convergence tendency between regions. 

Ý Economically problematic regions - the lowest life expectancy. 

 

¶ There is an apparent long-term rising trend in the age index in all regions of the Czech Republic. The 

only exception is Prague, where the age index has been gradually decreasing since 2011ς2012. The 

highest rate of demographic aging is shown by economically weak or structurally affected regions 

(which, moreover, have increased unemployment rates and overall job shortages). These are the 

YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian Region. Migration 

movements and the availability of job opportunities are probably responsible for the fastest growth 
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in the age index. Conversely, the lowest pace of demographic aging is characteristic for the Central 

Bohemia and South Moravian Regions. 

Ý Economically problematic regions - the highest aging dynamics indicating the departure of 

younger population groups in particular. 

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - the lowest rate of demographic aging, indicating the arrival 

of younger population groups in particular. 

 

¶ The development of the age index in relation to the size categories of municipalities in 2006ς2015 

shows that the highest age index is typical in the size category up to 100 inhabitants. In these 

smallest settlements, there is no longer any growth (the current index value is 156). The second 

highest value (and at the same time a long-term rising trend) is reported by towns with over 3,000 

inhabitants. The lowest age index is reached by municipalities in the size categories 500ς999 and 

1,000ς2,999 inhabitants. The highest values of the age index are reported by municipalities in the 

inner peripheries of the Czech Republic (especially clusters along the Regional borders of the 

±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ tƛƭǎŜƴ 

Regions). On the contrary, the lowest values are natural in the hinterlands of high-population 

settlements in the Czech Republic. 

Ý Peripheries (mainly inner) - the highest values of the age index also due to the departure of 

younger population groups.  

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - the lowest values of the age index in their hinterlands due 

to suburbanization and the arrival of younger population groups.  

 

¶ At MEP administrative district level, rural and peripheral areas (inner and outer peripheries) deepen 

their long-term negative natural increase. There is an apparent long-term rising trend in the age 

index in all regions of the Czech Republic. Again, the highest rate of demographic aging is shown by 

economically weak or structurally affected regions. Migration movements and the availability of job 

opportunities are probably responsible for the fastest growth in the age index. Conversely, the 

lowest pace of demographic aging is characteristic for the Central Bohemia and South Moravian 

Regions. 

Ý Peripheries - a long-term negative natural increase. 

 

¶ Relative regional inequalities in the distribution of persons with tertiary education are relatively low, 

and moreover, according to the measured variability, there is an evident tendency of a further 

decrease. In the long term, the highest share is characteristic for Prague (32.6%) and the South 

Moravian Region (21.7%), i.e. two key cities with a high concentration of higher education 

institutions and, moreover, with considerable work attractiveness. The remaining regions already 

show very similar values of around 14%. 

Ý Prague and the South Moravian Region - the highest share of persons with university education 

in the long term. 

 

¶ In the context of sub-indicators in the area of regional schools - including, for example, the 

international survey on educational outcomes PISA, TIMMS, or national testing carried out by the 

Czech School Inspectorate, results of uniform entrance examinations for secondary schools, results 



 

23 
 

of pupils in the common part of the school-leaving examination, share of so-called early school 

leavers, employment and unemployment of secondary school leavers, proportion of children 

attending preschool education, equipment of schools etc. - an increase in regional disparities 

between selected groups of regions has been observed in recent years. Regional differences in 

regional education are also shown in staff resources (teachers and other staff). 

Ý ¢ƘŜ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅΣ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ Labem and Moravian-Silesian Regions show stagnation or a 

worsening trend in regional education sub-indicators in comparison with the other regions.   

 

¶ Overall, only 3 Regions showed a positive migration balance throughout the reference period 2005ς

2015. They are the Central Bohemian Region, where the positive increments are the highest, and 

the South Moravian and South Bohemian Regions (a positive migration balance is also reported by 

Prague). Although the rate of migration activity in the Czech Republic remains low in comparison 

with other countries, it is clear that a regional pattern of long-term migration-growing regions has 

begun to shape due to the economic crisis and other factors. Given the concentration of job 

opportunities and other service activities in the most important centres, this trend is likely to 

continue in the coming years. By contrast, the structurally affected and economically weak regions 

have shown a negative migration balance over the last decade and are losing their population.  

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - the only long-term growth regions (albeit together with 

the South Bohemian Region). 

Ý Economically problematic regions - long-term negative migration balance. 

 

¶ The territorial distribution of foreigners residing in the Czech Republic has been uneven in the long 

term. In 2015, 7foreigners had the greatest share in the total population in Prague (13.5%); they 

reached between 6.5 and 8% in the Karlovy Vary Region, in the immediate vicinity of Prague, in Brno, 

Pilsen and in the aƭŀŘł .ƻƭŜǎƭŀǾ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΣ ƻƴƭȅ мΦр҈ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ½ƭƝƴΣ 

hƭƻƳƻǳŎ ŀƴŘ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ό/½{h нлмсύΦ 

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - the highest share of foreigners (although similar values as 

the Brno metropolitan area are reachŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƛƭǎŜƴΣ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aƭŀŘł .ƻƭŜǎƭŀǾ ŀǊŜŀǎύΦ 

 

¶ All regions saw an overall decline in housing construction during the period under review. The 

ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōŜǊŜŎΣ ½ƭƝƴ and Olomouc Regions. In general, it is apparent 

that in 2015 the polarization of housing construction in the Czech Republic increased and especially 

the Regions with strong links to Prague (or Central Bohemia) show rather stagnation or decline in 

housing construction (see the Pilsen or Liberec Regions). On the other hand, in the Moravian-Silesian 

part of the Czech Republic, the attractiveness and economic maturity of Brno, or the South Moravian 

Region (documented under other indicators of the economic dimension) has become more 

significant. 

¶ The downward trend in housing construction per 1 000 inhabitants by size category of municipalities 

is typical for all categories from 2010 to the present. The long-term downward trend includes partial 

(one-year) increases, e.g. in the size category up to 100 inhabitants. A spatial analysis confirmed, 

                                                           
7At the end of 2018, there were 566 931 foreigners residing in the Czech Republic, which represents 5.6% of the total 

population in the Czech Republic. In the future, the number of foreigners will continue to grow according to the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI) estimates.  
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above all, the basic dichotomy of high values in the Prague and Brno agglomerations on the one 

hand and clusters of municipalities in the inner and outer peripheries in less developed Regions of 

the Czech Republic on the other hand. 

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - increasing intensity of housing construction.   

Ý Followed at some distance by the Ostrava metropolitan area and the Pilsen agglomeration.  

Ý Peripheries - clusters of municipalities in inner and outer peripheries (less intensive housing 

construction). 

 

¶ The highest proportion of persons at risk of poverty from the Czech NUTS II regions is reported by 

the Moravia-Silesia region (16.9%) and the Northwest region (16%). In terms of the overall trend, 

the efforts to reduce the share in those regions to the level of the remaining regions have been 

fruitless. Moreover, the share has continued to increase over the past three years. The lowest share 

(slightly over 5%) has been apparent in the long term in Prague and Central Bohemia. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ½ƭƝƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ όрΦт҈ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴ 

(5.57%). The average share in the whole country is 9.33%. In the long term, the highest share of 

ŘƛǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ όмсΦсн҈ύ ŀƴŘ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ όмрΦум҈ύΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ǾŀǊƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ όŜΦƎΦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ 

[ƛǘƻƳŠǌƛŎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ млΦтм҈ ǿƘƛƭŜ the Most District has 20.03%). 

Ý Economically problematic regions - the highest proportion of people at risk of poverty and the 

highest proportion of people under distraint. 

Ý ¢ƘŜ ½ƭƝƴ ŀƴŘ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ - strong cohesion of the inhabitants.  

 

¶ In the category of inner peripheries, the worst accessibility of public administration authorities is 

usually on the borders of Regions, near the state borders and borders of military areas. These are 

mainly the border areas of the Karlovy Vary and Pilsen Regions (areas ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ¢ŜǇƭłΣ ¿ƭǳǘƛŎŜΣ 

[ǳōŜƴŜŎύΣ ǘƘŜ tƛƭǎŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ όŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ½ōƛǊƻƘΣ .ǌŜȊƴƛŎŜύΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

.ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ όŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ .ƭŀǘƴłΣ aƛƭŜǾǎƪƻΣ ±ƻǘƛŎŜΣ aƭŀŘł ±ƻȌƛŎŜύΣ ǘƘŜ 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ό½Ǌǳő-LeŘŜőΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ {łȊŀǾŀ wƛǾŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

.ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŘǳōƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ IǊŀŘŜŎ YǊłƭƻǾŞ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ όbƻǾȇ .ȅŘȌƻǾΣ /ƘǾŀƭŜǘƛŎŜύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘǊƛǇ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ 

further along the western, southern and eastern borders of the Svitavy District (MoI, 2017). Some 

areas of the Moravian-{ƛƭŜǎƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ όhǎƻōƭŀƘŀΣ .ǳŘƛǑƻǾΣ ±ƝǘƪƻǾύ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜǎǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  

¶ The accessibility of administrative public services is also worse in some areas of the metropolitan 

hinterlands  - in particular the districts of Prague-East, Prague-West and Brno-Country. The reason 

for the poor accessibility of administrative public services is the unnatural delimitation of catchment 

areas and the size of agglomerations, the peripheries of which have relatively worse accessibility of 

administrative authorities (MoI, 2017).   

Ý Peripheries - poor accessibility of public services, especially in inner and outer peripheries. 

Ý Metropolitan areas - relatively worse accessibility of public services in the metropolitan 

hinterlands (to a lesser extent, this applies to other large cities, including Ostrava and its 

hinterland).  
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¶ A comparison of the last three elections to the Chamber of Deputies points to a declining turnout in 

most Regions. The decline is relatively even across the country. A long-term lower turnout is 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ό¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian and Karlovy 

Vary Regions) and, on the contrary, a traditionally higher turnout is reported by the City of Prague 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŦƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ όŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

intensity of civic activity) are most concentrated in rural areas of the inner periphery of the South 

Bohemian and Pilsen Regiƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ 

Ý Economically problematic regions - lower turnout in elections. 

Ý Inner peripheries - relatively more frequent civic associations. 
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C. Networks 

 

¶ Insufficient connection to the railway infrastructure is mainly in the Liberec Region (there are no 

electrified or double-ǘǊŀŎƪ ƭƛƴŜǎ ȅŜǘύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴΣ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅΣ IǊŀŘŜŎ YǊłƭƻǾŞ 

ŀƴŘ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ όaƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ όa¢ύ нлмтύΦ Due to the lack of a road alternative, the 

most serious situation in terms of overall accessibility is in the Karlovy Vary and South Bohemia 

Regions. 

Ý Relatively the worst connection to transport networks in the Karlovy Vary, South Bohemian and 

Liberec Regions. 

 

¶ The most loaded sections are mainly the end sections of motorways on the borders of large cities, 

especially Prague and Brno, and the roads connected to them (not only class II and III roads) in built-

up areas (Road and Motorway Directorate (RMD) 2017). In this context, a substantial problem is the 

unfinished ring round around Prague. 

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - the most loaded sections on their borders - a burden for 

municipalities in suburbs. 

 

¶ The number of passengers checked in at airports outside Prague is many times lower compared to 

ǘƘŜ ±łŎƭŀǾ IŀǾŜƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ tǊŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜŘ - the number of 

passengers decreased in Brno, Karlovy Vary and Ostrava (although it increased again in 2017 in 

Brno, Ostrava or Pardubice), while in Prague it rose again in the period of economic growth. 

Ý Prague's dominant position - the only major international airport. 

 

¶ There is an apparent west-east gradient in the public transport offer. Municipalities in South and 

West Bohemia receive less service than municipalities in Moravia. This is to a certain extent related 

to the nature of the settlement: in Moravia and Silesia, the municipalities are larger in terms of 

territory and population and can be served by public transport more effectively. Regions less well 

ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƭǎŜƴΣ {ƻǳǘƘ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ 

ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ¢ǌŜōƝőΣ WƛƴŘǌƛŎƘǻǾ IǊŀŘŜŎΣ ±ƛƳǇŜǊƪΣ YǊŀƭƻǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ bȇǌŀƴȅΦ 

Ý Certain parts of the Pilsen, South Bohemian and ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

transport. 

 

¶ Almost half of the municipalities with up to 3,000 inhabitants, mostly in Bohemia, are not served by 

public transport on weekends. 

Ý Rural areas lagging behind - not served by public transport on weekends. 

 

¶ Given that the development of infrastructure providing high-speed internet access in the Czech 

Republic is primarily a matter of private entities, it is developing especially in locations with high 

demand prospects. That gradually increases the differences in the availability of high-speed internet 

between the urban and rural areas or peripheries. Areas with limited access to information 

infrastructure, the so-called grey and white areas of high-speed Internet coverage (MIT 2017), in 

conjunction with limited access to transport infrastructure, may have significant problems with 

maintaining a higher-educated population and skilled professionals. For that reason, it is necessary 



 

27 
 

to consider strengthening the infrastructure especially in areas that otherwise show all the 

prerequisites for performing their economic and residential functions, primarily in stabilized areas 

όtƻƪƻǊƴȇΣ aŀǊŜƪΣ tŜǊƭƝƴΣ YƭŜőƪƻǾł нлмрύΦ 

Ý Peripheries - worse internet access. The lack of a good connection hinders the development of 

public services using digital technologies, including the Internet of Things.  

 

D. Quality of the environment 

 

¶ The built-up and other areas grow the most in the metropolitan hinterland of Prague, extending to 

the Central Bohemian Region, and in the South Moravian Region while the anthropogenic areas 

ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘΦ 

Ý Prague and Brno metropolitan areas - grab of land, especially in suburbs. 

Ý Economically problematic regions (Karlovy VŀǊȅΣ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳύ - decrease in anthropogenic 

areas - i.e. areas previously used for mining can serve a new purpose. 

 

¶ In the long term, the biggest problem is the loss of agricultural land resources in areas with the most 

valuable soil (the undulating to slightly sloping areas of the Labe River basin and the Morava River 

basin), where the highest proportion of soils in an extreme risk is located. 

¶ Changes related to climate change, especially rainfall distribution, rising temperature and drought, 

can lead to a significant decline in annual river flows, especially in South Moravia areas and central 

North-West Bohemia, or even in higher altitude river basins (e.g. the Bohemian-Moravian 

Highlands). The effects of drought have an impact on both the soil moisture balance and water 

quality and on aquatic and water-bound ecosystems. Groundwater levels are falling8.   

¶ Significant pollution of surface water persists in the industrial-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ Labem, 

Moravia-Silesia and Central Bohemia, but also in the South-Bohemian and South-Moravian Regions, 

where the impact of non-point pollution from intensive agriculture and a number of point municipal 

sources is manifested. Unpolluted or only slightly polluted water was evaluated in the mountain 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅΣ [ƛōŜǊŜŎΣ IǊŀŘŜŎ YǊłƭƻǾŞΣ hƭƻƳƻǳŎ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian Regions and also 

ƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƘǌŜ ŀƴŘ ±ƭǘŀǾŀ wƛǾŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ LƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ  

¶ The production of pollutant emissions in the individual Regions of the Czech Republic is closely 

related to the economic focus of the Regions. The largest share of total pollutant emissions in the 

Czech Republic is attributed to the Moravian-Silesian Region where 219.1 thousand tonnes of 

pollutant emissions were produced in 2015, which represents a total of 22.2% of pollutant emissions 

in the Czech Republic, followed by the Central Bohemian Region and Prague (175.1 thousand tonnes) 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴ όммрΦр ǘƘƻǳǎŀnd tonnes) where emissions are due to a high 

concentration of industrial and energy plants. In 2015, those three Regions accounted for 49.1% of 

the total emissions of pollutants emitted into the air. On the contrary, the least emissions of 

pollutants come from the Liberec Region, due to the increased focus of the Region's economy on 

services and trade. 

Ý 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ό¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian Regions) + Prague and 

the Central Bohemian Region: the most emissions of pollutants.  

                                                           
8 This issue is addressed in detail in the National Action Plan for Climate Change Adaptation, which was approved 
by Government Resolution No 34 of 16 January 2017.  
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¶ Nearly half of the population lives in settlements of less than 10,000 inhabitants (48.1% of the 

population in 2015). In the most affected small settlements, air pollution can be comparable to the 

burden on large conurbations. The reason for the deteriorated air quality in small settlements is a 

combination of several basic factors, namely the morphology of the territory - often valley locations 

with the occurrence of temperature inversion, the traffic load associated with transit traffic, 

especially in places without bypass routes to smooth the traffic flow, and heating of households with 

solid fuels. 

¶ The total waste production as well as the ratio between the production of other and hazardous 

waste as well as the total waste generation per capita differ among the Regions due to the different 

economic focus of each Region. The highest total production of other waste, and thus the total 

waste production, is in Prague and in the Central Bohemian and South Moravian Regions, while the 

highest total waste generation per capita is in the Pilsen Region, Prague and the South Moravian 

Region. The most localities with old environmental burdens registered in the System of 

Contaminated Sites Registration (SEKM) are located in the Olomouc, Moravian-Silesian and Central 

Bohemian Regions. 

2.2 Institutional context 

In addition to territorial disparities in the economy, social area, environment and transport, the 

analytical background material also evaluated the setting of public administration in relation to 

regional development.  

The trend of recent years has been an increased effort to apply integrated solutions in both urban and 

rural areas. At the same time, emphasis has been placed on strengthening cooperation between 

municipalities, especially because of the large number of small municipalities. Another important topic 

is the setting of support for regional development and better interlinking of key strategic documents. 

Regional development support is provided primarily from the level of the State and the Regions, in the 

future, a greater support for regional development could be considered at a lower level (e.g. at the 

level of municipalities with extended powers). In the area of strategic documents, a key factor seems 

to be to ensure coordination of the RDS, sectoral conceptual documents (defining the science and 

research policy, social policy, etc.) and the territorial development policy. The RDS should define more 

clearly the territorial dimension (cross-section) of sectoral interventions.   

The development potential of entire metropolitan areas is also hampered by a lack of coordination of 

the development at the metropolitan level, which is manifested, for example, in unwillingness to 

communicate and jointly plan and coordinate activities that extend beyond the city borders. 

Insufficient legislative anchoring of metropolitan planning, different competencies and the system of 

territorial management from the position of the core city, suburban municipalities and, in the case of 

the Prague metropolis, also the Regional management do not allow the potential of metropolitan 

administration of the territory to be exploited. This problem is particularly evident in the case of 

Central Bohemia which forms the hinterland of Prague, but these two Regions do not communicate or 

communicate very little institutionally or in planning (territorial, schools, etc.), except for the gradual 

integration of public transport. In sub-themes, this issue is addressed through the integrated 

instrument ITI. One possible solution to eliminate this problem is enshrined in Article (184) of the 
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Territorial Development Policy of the Czech Republic, imposing a task on the MoRD to conduct, in 

cooperation with the relevant ministries and Regions, territorial research studies addressing problems 

that extend beyond the border of one Region. Specifically, to address the issue of coordination of the 

territory of Prague and the Central Bohemia Region within the Metropolitan Development Area of 

Prague, the policy sets out the task in Article (40) to draw up territorial research studies addressing 

interconnections of public infrastructure, coordination of the development and use of land and 

suburbanization issues. 

Cities as centres of wider hinterlands often do not have sufficient administrative capacity to provide 

public services in such hinterlands (e.g. in the administrative districts of MEPs). The offices of 

municipalities with extended powers often do not have sufficient personnel capacities to provide 

services for the whole wider hinterlands (the administrative districts of the MEPs). This applies in 

particular to smaller centres of the MEP administrative districts. Some towns with a population size of 

roughly between 25 and 45 thousand inhabitants are not holders of integrated instruments in the 

2014-2020 programming period. As a result, this category of towns was not motivated to develop 

integrated planning (in terms of coordinating the development of the wider area and in terms of 

integrating the themes) and did not obtain certainty of receiving an allocation of funding from 

European funds.  

The administrative burdens are an obstacle to the existence/development of sole traders or micro-

enterprises in particular and have potentially the greatest impact in rural areas, all the more in the 

economically and socially vulnerable. In such territories, the role of small enterprises is crucial, both in 

terms of employment and the provision of basic commercial services (e.g. retail)9. In economically and 

socially vulnerable areas, a weaker performance of public administration is often manifested - 

municipalities with extended powers often do not function as the planning and management level, but 

only as an inspection level10. Small municipalities have a low administrative and professional capacity. 

2.3 Megatrends 

As part of the analytical work, attention was also paid to monitoring the external factors and 

megatrends that transcend the borders of the Czech Republic and have a European or global character. 

Substantial space was dedicated to megatrends11 in the preparation of the Strategic Framework of the 

Czech Republic 2030. Megatrends are of a social (growing population, global aging), technological 

(growing access to information), economic (global economic growth), environmental (increasing 

resource consumption) or political (increasing volume of regulations) nature.  

To assess global megatrends, annotation texts from the Global Megatrends background material for 

the updated Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development were used12. For the purposes of RDS, 

the colǳƳƴǎ άwŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ aŜƎŀǘǊŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎέ ŀƴŘ άwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 

aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ aŜƎŀǘǊŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ όǎŜŜ !ƴƴŜȄ мύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

                                                           
9UTM CR (2017): Starting points for establishing the position of the Union of Towns and Municipalities of the Czech Republic 
on the Cohesion Policy of the European Union after 2020 - working version. 
10 Although, for example, in the area of spatial planning, the municipal authorities of municipalities with extended powers 
ensure, in delegated powers, the preparation of land-use plans upon request of municipalities in their administrative district 
and the acquisition of territory analysis documents for their administrative district.   
11 https://www.vlada.cz/assets/ppov/udrzitelny-rozvoj/CR-2030/Prehled-globalnich-megatrendu.pdf.  
12 https://www.vlada.cz/assets/ppov/udrzitelny-rozvoj/CR-2030/Prehled-globalnich-megatrendu.pdf. 

https://www.vlada.cz/assets/ppov/udrzitelny-rozvoj/CR-2030/Prehled-globalnich-megatrendu.pdf
https://www.vlada.cz/assets/ppov/udrzitelny-rozvoj/CR-2030/Prehled-globalnich-megatrendu.pdf
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one assesses the impact of the global megatrend in the Czech Republic, the second describes how the 

manifestations of the global megatrend differ at the level of regions or specific territories in the Czech 

Republic. 

All of the above-mentioned global megatrends manifest themselves in different intensities in the Czech 

Republic and their impact on specific territories also differs. Based on these characteristics, global 

megatrends were ranked by relevance to RDS. As the only global megatrend, which is by definition 

regional, is urbanization, it was ranked first. The authors are aware of the advanced stage of 

urbanization processes in the Czech Republic and that urbanization in its pure form has not manifested 

in the Czech Republic for a long time. The current trend traceable in the Czech Republic are rather the 

suburbanization or re-urbanization processes. In particular, the suburbanization trend is, in addition 

to the natural process of moving the middle and higher class out of the urban core, reinforced by 

administrative and other barriers that limit the construction of flats, thus forcing people in search of 

housing out of the administrative area of urbanization centres. An important and traceable process of 

άŎƛǘƛŦȅƛƴƎέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 

values are spread to the hinterlands of cities. 

Other global megatrends are ranked in descending order, taking into account the combination of the 

relevance of the global megatrend for the Czech Republic and its regional manifestations in the Czech 

environment. The strong interdependence and similar importance for the Czech Republic and its 

regions leads, in some global megatrends, to the formation of clusters with similar characteristics and 

approximately comparable level of influence on regional development in the Czech Republic. The 

correctness of this method is also confirmed by a relatively high correlation with selected global 

megatrends in the National Concept of Cohesion Policy Implementation after 2020. 

 

Order GMT by regional significance Occurrence in 
NCI 

(1) Urbanization (outside the categories) NCI 

(2) Climate change and its impacts 
Ecosystem degradation 
Food safety 

NCI 
NCI 
 

(5) Increasing availability of technologies 
A growing access to information 
Increasing speed of technological change 
Virtualization of the world 

NCI 
 
NCI 
NCI 

(9) Growing inequality 
Intensifying globalization 
Global economic growth 
Increasing mobility 

 
 
 
NCI 

(13) Increasing competition for resources 
Growing consumption of resources 
Growing consumption of energy 

 
NCI 
NCI 

(16) Reducing discrimination 
Increasing indebtedness 

 

(18) Increasing importance of non-governmental actors 
Increasing volume of regulation 
Growing individualism and the power of individuals 
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Global aging NCI 

(22) Civilization diseases 
Healthy lifestyle 

 

(24) Increasing migration  

(25) Middle class growth 
Increase in the policy of force 
Growing population 

 

(28) Democratization of society 
From unipolar to multipolar world 

 

 

 



 

2.4 Main results of the analytical background material  

In the period 2005ς2015, an economic convergence with developed regions of Austria and Germany 

occurred only in some Czech regions (cohesion regions Southeast and Southwest). In the period under 

review, the differences between regions of the Czech Republic (Regions, cohesion regions) increased. 

Some Regions (or their centres) became dominant in the field of science and research - these are 

mainly Prague and its hinterland and Brno. In the area of science and research, the other university 

cities - Ostrava, Pilsen, Olomouc and Liberec - also strengthened their positions. Prague and Brno with 

their hinterlands also recorded relative and absolute growth of economic entities, indicating a 

continuing concentration of inhabitants and services in the most important settlement centres.  

The metropolitan areas of the two largest cities have been recording, over time, a growth in the 

number of businesses, population (younger and more educated) and economic growth.  

Relatively significant population decline is recorded in rural (especially in villages up to 500 inhabitants) 

ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian Regions. The decline 

in population is very noticeable especially in villages up to 100 inhabitants.  

Available studies confirm the important role of small and medium-sized towns across the regions, the 

network of which is relatively dense in the Czech Republic. The socio-economic situation of small and 

medium-sized towns depends on their population size and geographic location, and can not be 

generalized (there is a difference between a midsize town in a metropolitan area and in more 

peripheral position). In general, however, the function of small and medium-sized towns is essential in 

the settlement system.  

The analyses confirm the persisting and at places deepening problems of the structurally affected 

regions. These include a significant dominance of one or two sectors, the continuing outflow of 

population, or increased levels of unemployment (especially of the long-ǘŜǊƳ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘύΦ ¢ƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ 

nad Labem and Karlovy Vary Regions also report an overall decline in the number of economic entities. 

Based on the analytical background material, round tables and outputs of working group meetings, the 

following regional development themes were identified:   

Metropolitan areas    

These are metropolitan areas (i.e. areas containing the core city and its hinterland - a "metropolitan 

rural area"), which have the ambition to act as centres of Central European significance and at the 

same time experience a significant economic growth and approximate the European average in 

economic indicators. The two fastest growing Czech metropolitan areas have, to some extent, similar 

problems and similar development potentials (although Prague is obviously specific in itself). The 

analytical work shows that the Prague and Brno metropolitan areas differ from other metropolitan 

areas / agglomerations at least in the following aspects: 

 

¶ The highest economic power (GDP per capita) - in the case of Brno as the centre of the South 

Moravian Region, one of the fastest rates of convergence to the European average. 

¶ In the area of R&D, the dominant position is held by Prague followed by the dynamically 

growing South Moravian and Central Bohemian Regions (a strong growth can also be seen in 

Ostrava, Pilsen and Olomouc). 

¶ Prague and the South Moravian Region show the highest values of labour productivity. 
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¶ Pollution from transport (mainly in the Prague metropolitan area). 

 

The metropolitan areas also include the Ostrava metropolitan area, primarily with regard to the 

population size of Ostrava and the size of its heavily urbanized hinterland, which implies other factors 

common to metropolitan areas, such as expenditure on science and research, the number of 

innovation centres, the number of innovation firms, commuters for work and schools, foreign direct 

investment. Although Ostrava, or the Ostrava metropolitan area, was losing its population after 1989 

and faced high unemployment associated with the decline of traditional industries, it has the ambition 

to move towards the socio-economic and innovation characteristics of the Prague and Brno 

metropolitan areas.  

The cores of these metropolitan areas correspond to categories A1 (Prague), A2 (Brno) and A3 (Ostrava) 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ - proposal for categorization of settlement 

centres in the Czech Republic and defining the main links of centres in the national and Central 

European context13έΦ   

 

Agglomerations 

These are agglomerations, the centres of which are the Regional capitals. The territory of these 

agglomerations - Regional capitals and their hinterlands - is internally heterogeneous and the analytical 

part does not indicate features that would be common to all representatives of this category. The 

future development of these territories can be very diverse. In some cases, convergence towards the 

metropolitan areas can be expected, but in some cases there is a risk of economic stagnation.  

Note: The cores of these agglomerations correspond to category A3 (except for Ostrava) in the 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ - proposal for categorization of settlement 

centres in the Czech Republic and defining the main links of centres in the national and Central 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέΦ   

 

Regional centres and their rural hinterlands 

Regional centres and their hinterlands play an important stabilizing role in the territory and 

maintaining this role is important for the Czech settlement system. The problems and development 

opportunities of these centres are given by their location (on or off the development axes), size, 

distance from a centre of a higher order, size of the catchment area, etc.  

The category of regional centres covers regional centres of a higher order, which can be identified with 

larger centres of municipalities with extended powers - centres with more than 15 thousand 

inhabitants and catchment areas exceeding 30 thousand inhabitants. This category also includes 

regional centres of a lower order, which will be defined in cooperation with the Regions during the RDS 

implementation (see also Section 1.1).  

Note: The regional centres of a higher order and their hinterlands correspond to categories B, C, D and 

ǎƻƳŜ !о ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ - proposal for categorization of 

                                                           
13 YǀǊƴŜǊΣ aΦΣ aǸƭƭŜǊΣ WΦΣ CŜƛǎǘƴŜǊƻǾłΣ wΦΣ !ƭƳłǎȅƻǾł, B. (2017): Settlement structure of the Czech Republic. Proposal for 

categorization of settlement centres in the Czech Republic and defining the main links of centres in the national and Central 
European context.  
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settlement centres in the Czech Republic and defining the main links of centres in the national and 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέΦ   

 

Structurally affected Regions  

Structurally affected Regions are undergoing a process of economic restructuring due to the strong 

focus of their economy on traditional industriaƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ό¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ 

Karlovy Vary, Moravian-Silesian), which are supported by the State specifically, on the basis of a 

government resolution - the Strategic Framework for Economic Restructuring has been drawn up for 

them and Comprehensive Action Plans for Restructuring are created for them every year. Analytical 

work shows that the three Regions differ from the other ones in at least the following aspects: 

 

¶ The highest proportion of people at risk of poverty and the highest proportion of people 

under distraint. 

¶ The fastest growth of the age index, indicating a low birth rate and an outflow of the 

younger population. 

¶ Problematic situation on the labour market - increasing unemployment, mismatch 

between demand and supply on the labour market, long-term highest share of the long-

ǘŜǊƳ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ wŜƎƛƻƴǎύΦ 

¶ Relatively poor connection to key transport routes (especially the Karlovy Vary Region). 

¶ Pollution - ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ 

and Moravian-Silesian Regions. 

 

Economically and socially vulnerable areas 

The analysis and expert work 14show that there are territories within the Czech Republic that can be 

described as peripheral. Peripherality can take several forms: areas at great distances from regional 

centres, areas that have lost a large number of jobs as a result of restructuring and have failed to 

replace them with other activities, rural areas in the hinterlands of large cities that have a positive 

migration balance but are characterized by a high unemployment rate. 

 

The analytical work shows that the lagging regions (inner and outer peripheries) show certain specific 

characteristics: 

 

¶ In inner peripheries, medium-sized enterprises are often the dominant employer. 

¶ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ όǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƭƝƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ȅǎƻőƛƴŀ wŜƎƛƻƴύ ǎƘƻǿ 

relatively the lowest proportion of people at risk of social exclusion / people at risk of 

distraint. 

¶ Poor accessibility of public services - especially in inner peripheries. 

¶ Poor transport accessibility by public transport (especially on weekends) for some types of 

peripheries. 

¶ Lower intensity of housing construction. 

¶ A long-term negative natural increase. 

                                                           
14 9ΦƎΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ~ƛƳƻƴΣ нлмтΦ 
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¶ The highest values of the age index - indicating the departure of younger population groups. 

¶ Poor access to high-speed internet.  
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SWOT ANALYSIS 

 

Strengths 

 

1. Rapid economic growth and 

convergence of some regions (South 

Moravian, Pilsen, Central Bohemian 

Regions) to the values of developed 

German and Austrian regions.  

2.  An increasing offer of scientific research 

activities and support infrastructure in 

university centres (Prague, Brno, 

Ostrava, Olomouc, Pilsen). 

3. At national level, a relatively higher 

share of foreign direct investment than 

in other Central and Eastern European 

countries. 

4. Diversified economic base in some 

regions (South Moravian, Pardubice, 

Olomouc) - the distribution of economic 

entities is a possible advantage in the 

crisis of a certain sector.  

5. A growing quality of life, expressed, for 

example, by the life expectancy 

increasing faster than in Western 

European countries (albeit increasing 

from a lower basis). 

6. Very low unemployment in European 

comparison.  

7. A relatively low proportion of people at 

risk of poverty in European comparison.  

8. Good transport service in metropolitan 

regions, often thanks to the 

interconnection of urban transport with 

regional (suburban) transport.  

9. Dense railway network.  

10. Gradual decrease of greenhouse gas and 

pollutant emissions, improved quality of 

the environment.  

 

Weaknesses 

 

11. Economic stagnation of most regions in 

relation to macroeconomic values of 

developed German and Austrian regions.  

12. Regions/agglomerations with R&D 

potential still have underdeveloped 

potential of regional innovation systems.  

13. So-called branch plant15- a syndrome of 

regional economies, resulting in low 

labour productivity in some, e.g. 

structurally affected, regions.  

14. Despite the generally favourable 

situation on the Czech labour market, 

unemployment in some regions is still 

relatively high. Moreover, there is still a 

high share of the long-term unemployed 

in structurally affected regions.  

15. Departure of typically the younger and 

more educated part of the population 

from economically and socially 

vulnerable areas. This applies to both 

structurally affected Regions and inner 

and outer peripheries.   

16. Some regions are not sufficiently 

connected to the backbone transport 

infrastructure (road and rail) - e.g. the 

Karlovy Vary, South Bohemian and 

Liberec Regions, where poor accessibility 

by road and rail is cumulated. Some 

regions are under-served by public 

transport.  

17. An increasing number of socially 

excluded localities, which is also due to 

the lack of social prevention and social 

counselling services in smaller towns and 

remote regions.  

                                                           
15It is a phenomenon describing the structure of the economy, or the structure of enterprises in the region/ economy, where 

the economy with the branch plant syndrome is dominated by companies (often foreign) with limited powers within the 
corporate hierarchy, which produce rather products with a lower added value and which usually do not (or only partially) 
own a research and development department.  
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18. In some regions, there is a lack of 

physicians and nurses and, in general, 

poor access to public and commercial 

services (including, for example, high-

speed internet access).   

19. Main road routes still unfinished (e.g. D3 

and D11 motorways) and absence of fast 

rail connections.   

20. The limit values are still exceeded in a 

relatively large part of the territory.  

Opportunities  

 

1. Continuing growth not only of 

metropolises and their further 

convergence towards the Western 

European average.  

2. If the current trend is maintained, it can 

be expected that foreign direct 

investment in the Czech Republic will 

increasingly focus on more demanding 

technologies with higher added value.  

3. Transformation of the economic base of 

regions associated e.g. with the 

companies moving up in global value 

chains.  

4. Another opportunity is the growth of 

labour productivity, mainly in certain 

regions. Any labour productivity growth 

will depend on the structure of foreign 

direct investment and the position of 

firms in global value chains.  

5. Regions in rather peripheral locations 

can benefit from better social capital 

and thus better exploit the endogenous 

development potential in the future.   

6. In regions with tourism potential, the 

development of tourism can have 

positive effects on employment and 

local budgets.  

7. Guaranteeing and maintaining a 

comparable quality of teaching and 

equipment in regional schools as a 

prerequisite for maintaining the 

Threats 

 

1. Continued decline in the number of 

economic entities in regions without 

growing metropolises (i.e. outside 

Prague with the Central Bohemia Region 

and Brno with the South Moravian 

Region).  

2. Czech companies locked into the low 

tiers of global value chains.  

3. Insufficient development of regional 

innovation systems, persistent mistrust 

between companies and R&D 

institutions, low cooperation of regional 

actors.  

4.  Cessation of major employers in smaller 

regions with a low diversity of the 

economic base.  

5. Continuing population growth in 

growing metropolises without an 

adequately fast response of the supply 

of accessible housing and public services.  

6. Continuing depopulation of 

economically and socially vulnerable 

areas - both small municipalities in 

peripheral positions and structurally 

affected regions.  

7. Increase in external differentiation and 

differences in quality of education 

provided at the various levels of 

education - especially at the level of 

primary education.  

8. The education system will not be 

adapted to better match the needs of 
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educational attainment levels of sub-

regions, especially in primary education.  

8. Growth of the knowledge society 

related to the growing number of 

university graduates.  

9. Further growth in the quality of life 

represented, for example, by an 

increase in healthy life expectancy.  

10. Completion of the backbone transport 

infrastructure and commencement of 

works on fast rail connections.  

11. Especially for some towns/regions, the 

conversion of brownfields into areas 

that will be put to a new use - whether 

of business or non-business nature. 

12. Strengthening transport connectivity (a 

higher frequency of connections 

between cities and their hinterlands) 

and digital connectivity (better access to 

high-speed internet). The digital 

transformation will increase the 

rationality and efficiency of public 

services provided by the State, Regions 

and municipalities. 

the local labour market and to optimize 

the fields of study at secondary school 

level in the context of reflecting the 

employment of school-leavers and the 

phenomena of digitization and 

automation.  

9. In the future, the performance of the 

economy may be negatively affected by 

too low unemployment rates, mainly 

due to the lack of labour force required 

for further growth of companies.   

10. Failure to complete the backbone 

transport infrastructure (road and rail).  

11. Remote areas will not be sufficiently 

served by public transport, which will 

lead to a further loss of population and 

an overall decline.  

12. Intensive grabbing of agricultural land 

(as a result of residential 

suburbanization or construction of 

extensive warehouses) in the 

hinterlands of large cities leading to 

fragmentation and non-permeability of 

the landscape.  

13. Climate change is a potential threat, with 

negative effects expected in certain 

regions.  

14. The decline of public services in the 

smallest size categories of municipalities 

and in peripheral areas.  

  

  



 

39 
 

2.5 Problem trees 

 

METROPOLITAN AREAS 

The main problem: 

Metropolitan areas in the Czech Republic are characterized by the fact that they have to face great 

pressure on their development and growth, to which they will have to adapt. These pressures are 

mainly environmental (pressure on land grabbing, reduction of green areas) and social (pressure on 

sufficient capacity of public services, especially in the hinterlands of large cities). At the same time, 

metropolitan areas are not yet sufficiently exploiting their potential for economic and social 

development compared to comparable metropolitan areas in Europe. The persistent low ambitions of 

firms and their insufficient strategic management in terms of growth and competitiveness based on 

innovation and expansion of technological boundaries. A low degree of internationalization of research 

institutions in metropolitan regions and the associated limited interdisciplinarity of topics and 

solutions to challenges of the 21st century. Limited cooperation of research institutions and companies 

(contractual and collaborative research), low trust of the main actors, unprepared processes to 

strengthen application research and commercialization.   

 

Sub-problems and causes: (1) Untapped potential for economic and social development compared 

to comparable metropolitan areas in Europe  

A1. One of the partial barriers to the development of metropolitan areas, both in terms of economy 

and quality of life, or living standards, is an underdeveloped infrastructure. This concerns, above all, 

the still insufficient international transport accessibility of metropolitan areas.  

A 1.1 Insufficient availability of infrastructure is caused by the lack of and, at the same time, a 

distant time horizon for the implementation of high-speed rail lines.  

A2. Insufficiently developed potential of the regional innovation system  

A 2.1. Persistent lack of cooperation between the public research and private sectors and 

insufficient research cooperation with foreign partners. Despite the good number of active 

research and development organizations, there is still insufficient transfer of research and 

development results into practice.   

A 2.2. A large number of universities and higher education institutions (HEIs) are concentrated 

in these regions, but their internationalization and preparedness for it is still low.   

A 2.3 The market competences of most companies are not well developed, companies often 

lack strategic information from customers and end markets. The opportunities and challenges 

associated with upgrading are therefore limited. It is this shift that can contribute to greater 

regional competitiveness. 

A 2.4. Educational system insufficiently responsive to long-term societal and technological 

changes.  

A 2.5 Lack of highly motivated people with the necessary technical, business and other 

experience.  

A 2.6. The disadvantageous position of companies within the global production networks (Tier 

3 suppliers prevail). Insufficient aspirations of companies and limited growth based on the 
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development of new products, limited innovation demand and low potential of companies to 

cooperate with R&D institutions  

A3. Most foreign companies are subsidiaries of large foreign companies. The parent headquarters, 

including research centres, that have a decisive influence on the development of the company and its 

branches, are located abroad. Companies located in metropolises often do not have sufficient 

autonomy within the internal corporate hierarchy. That may reflect in their small investments in R&D. 

In spite of the above, according to the INKA survey, there is an increase in the number of companies 

to which foreign companies are relocating their R&D workplaces, most often because of high-quality, 

yet relatively low-cost workforce. That is connected with another positive trend, which is the 

strengthening of their autonomy within the corporations. 

A 3.1. The current favourable situation on the labour market may also be a barrier to the 

development of some companies, due to the lack of labour force for the development of 

companies or for the arrival of new investors.  

A 3.2. Insufficient supply of public services, both quantitative and qualitative, in the area of 

education or healthcare used by foreign nationals living in metropolitan areas (the Czech 

Republic) also reduces the attractiveness of metropolises for foreigners. Foreign nationals 

often work in decision-making structures and management of companies, in research, 

development and innovation; and in specialized fields, such as medium-high-tech. In general, 

metropolitan areas are not very open and prepared for the reception of foreigners, with the 

exception of the somewhat better situation in Prague16. 

A 3.3. The metropolises are not sufficiently focused on developing new promising sectors of 

the economy (e.g. bio- and nanotechnology, mobility, modern energy, etc.) and do not 

respond adequately to new trends that may influence the economy and the functioning of 

society (e.g. Industry 4.0, shared economy, digitalisation, etc.). 

A 3.4. The current offer and content of courses in secondary education and of study 

programmes in HEIs do not sufficiently reflect the current economic and social trends and 

phenomena. Secondary schools and HEIs in metropolitan areas are, in fact, better placed to 

offer this type of curricula. 

 

Consequences: 

B1. Insufficient supply of services to foreign nationals is to some extent a barrier to the untapped 

potential of metropolitan development compared to other European metropolises that seek to 

respond to the needs of foreigners living and working there and offer them services. 

B2. Fragmented regional innovation system, insufficient transformation of R&D results into new and 

competitive products with a higher added value that can be produced in the Czech Republic. Added 

value is created and maintained in regions to a smaller extent than in metropolises of Western or 

Northern European countries with comparable population. 

 

Sub-problems and causes: (2) Growth adaptation problems: 

                                                           
16 ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀ wŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜn 
in Brno, largely due to the activities of the Brno Expat Center. An Integrated Action Plan was created in Ostrava to facilitate 
the arrival of talent and workers from abroad. 
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A4. The intensity of development and growth of metropolitan areas is reflected in the pressure on land 

grabbing, and on the natural environment in general, which leads to changes in land use. One of the 

problems faced by metropolitan areas is the increasing construction of residential family houses and 

commercial areas in their hinterlands.   

4.1. The land fund grabbing in the metropolitan hinterlands is determined by the development 

of suburbanisation or the development of commercial and individual residential construction. 

A 4.2 The current state of construction is caused mainly by the differences in the supply of 

quality and affordable housing in the cores of metropolises and their hinterlands. Young and 

educated people are those who move to the hinterlands of cities. The reasons for migration, 

especially of young and educated people, from cities to suburban locations in the hinterland, 

are housing, health (better environment), or joining a family member.  

A 4.3. This situation is closely related to the lack of strategy (policy) and coordination of the 

development of the metropolis core and its metropolitan area, including the missing tools for 

managing the metropolitan development of the territory administration.  

A5. Suburbanization is also manifested in an increase in motorised private transport.  

A 5.1 This fact is closely related not only to the commuting of residents to the core city, but 

also to the development of commercial centres on the outskirts of cities. Since suburban zones 

often provide only basic services (if at all), the residents seek most services in the metropolises. 

A6. In metropolitan areas, a problem is the insufficient pressure on bringing some functions out of the 

central parts of cities. That may concern transport, employment and public services.   

A7. In the cores of metropolitan areas (Prague, Brno, Ostrava), a lower availability of housing has been 

observed in recent years.  

A 7.1 That is mainly due to the slow growth in the number of new flats compared to the growth 

rate of the cities and the related rise in property prices. Another factor in the rising prices of 

real estate is the demand from foreign clients.    

A 7.2 Some parts of cities experience so-called gentrification, i.e. displacement of economically 

weaker entities by the economically stronger ones, at the level of both companies and 

inhabitants. There is also a displacement of the housing function by the commercial one.  

A8. In metropolitan areas, there is often an ineffective growth on the outskirts of cities, instead of the 

transformation of brownfields in central areas.    

A9. Metropolitan areas are not sufficiently prepared for climate change. Drought and heat waves will 

transform the cities' approach to town planning, water and energy.17 

 

Consequences: 

B3. The new construction changes the local landscape character, urban structure and architectural 

character of suburban settlements in the hinterlands of metropolises. Commercial warehouses are 

often built along motorways and main roads and residential suburbia are constructed in the 

surrounding countryside. Such real property is built at the expense of the land fund (greenfield) instead 

of the use of brownfields. 

                                                           
17 Preparedness for climate change tackles not only the problems of metropolitan areas, but also of agglomerations and a 
number of smaller municipalities and towns. It is a global megatrend that will require, depending on the size of the 
settlements, a commitment to transforming the approach of cities in their further development. The issue is also 
comprehensively addressed by the Strategy of Adaptation to Climate Change in the Czech Republic, incl. the national action 
plans on climate change in the Czech Republic. 
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B4. The increase in motorised private transport has a negative impact not only on suburban 

communities but also on the city itself, to which a large proportion of people commute for work and 

services. The insufficient capacity of transport infrastructure incl. the missing interconnection of public 

transport and transport nodes and car parks (P+R) results in congestion and increased pollution from 

traffic (e.g. noise, emissions) in city centres and in their hinterlands. In addition to increased pollutant 

and noise emissions, cities have to face other forms of pollution and their effects on the urban 

environment (e.g. thermal or light pollution). 

B5. The new residential construction brings a uniform appearance to the suburban municipalities, with 

elements of urban architecture which is in some cases not aligned with the existing houses. Spatial 

expansion of municipalities affected by suburbanization increases the pressure on the development 

and maintenance of technical and transport infrastructure. New suburban construction also places a 

heavy financial burden on public administration, which in these suburbs invests in infrastructure, 

public transport and community amenities, with little or no private developer involvement.  

B6. The services in municipalities of metropolitan hinterlands are used by many more people than the 

official number of inhabitants registered for permanent residence in the municipalities. Due to the 

budgetary allocation of taxes, there is a lack of funds to ensure sufficient capacity of public services. 

This situation is closely related to the fact that the Czech legislation does not know the term 

άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

possible to better reflect the actual number of people living (temporarily) in the city.     

B7. Another threat to the municipalities, the city centres and their inhabitants is social segregation. 

The consequences of segregation on the lives of citizens are multiple, including an increased share of 

socio-pathological phenomena that may affect the development and attractiveness of 

neighbourhoods. 

B8. Changes in the social structure of people in suburban communities also entail pressure to develop 

public services that have not yet been introduced or do not have sufficient capacity. It is especially the 

development of capacities of pre-school and educational establishments incl. the accompanying 

services for everyday life of people (e.g. medical facilities, a post office, shop, library, public space 

development, etc.). Insufficient development of services related to the development of suburban 

municipalities encourages motorised private transport and dependence on the availability of services 

in city centres. 

B9. Population migration causes changes in the social environment in suburban municipalities, which 

entail changes in social relations between new and existing inhabitants, including a change in the social 

structure of the population. 

 

Potentials (strengths) of strong metropolitan areas:  

C1. The greatest economic strength (GDP per capita) and rapid economic convergence towards the 

values of Western European regions (South Moravian Region). The main driver of the Czech Republic's 

growth is the capital city of Prague and its natural hinterland of the Central Bohemian Region, which 

form an increasingly integrated and functionally interconnected whole. The Southeast region was one 

of the fastest growing regions in 2005ς2015. A positive trend can be observed in the Moravia-Silesia 

region. 
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C2. Dominant position in research and development. In terms of the achieved value (i.e. the total size 

of R&D expenditure per capita), Prague has long been reaching the highest values. Nevertheless, the 

dynamics of changes in R&D expenditure clearly indicate that especially the Central Bohemian and 

South Moravian Regions (expenditure growth by 144%, which was the most significant increase of all 

regions in 2005ς2015) significantly strengthened their position. Another positive factor is the 

establishment of the Central Bohemian Innovation Centre and the Moravian-Silesian Innovation 

Centre in Ostrava.  

C3. Strong metropolitan areas have a dominant position in labour productivity comparisons. They have 

long been dominated by Prague. In the period 2010ς2015, the highest average increase occurred in 

the South Moravian and Central Bohemian Regions. This fact is related, among other things, to a higher 

proportion of foreign-controlled companies where labour productivity has been higher in the long 

term than in domestic companies (however, the difference in labour productivity has not increased 

further in recent years). 

C4. The activities forming the value chain are gradually expanding in companies in metropolitan areas 

(e.g. foreign companies are gradually increasing R&D or marketing activities that have a higher added 

value than the manufacturing activities themselves).   

C5. In addition, global technology companies start establishing centres of excellence in the areas, 

whereby they create a positive image of the Czech Republic and can attract quality foreign workers.   

C6. The number of successful autonomous companies investing in ambitious innovative projects is 

gradually increasing. More and more domestic companies are not building their competitiveness only 

on cost optimization, but they are seeking to push the technological boundaries in the field. The 

absolute number of such firms is still low, but a positive trend indicates their gradual increase. 
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AGGLOMERATIONS 

The main problem:  

These are areas that, unlike other metropolitan areas (Prague, Brno, Ostrava), show slower 

convergence/ stagnation compared to the European average (e.g. in GDP per capita). An exception is 

the Pilsen Region, which shows better results in the convergence towards the European average. The 

future development of this group is uncertain, some territories may approximate the strong 

metropolitan areas, others may lose. The agglomerations of these Regions have less potential for spill-

overs18, less power to positively influence their surroundings, which places these cities in a worse 

position compared to Regions with strongly growing metropolises. This group is very heterogeneous 

and although the individual Regions and their metropolises share many common features / sub-

problems and their causes, their combinations have varying effects.  

Sub-problems and causes: 

A1. These areas have weaker links to strong and rapidly growing metropolitan areas (Prague, Brno, 

Ostrava), both in terms of transport connection and in terms of cooperation in science and research.   

A 1.1. That is often caused by poor quality transport links of the agglomerations to strong 

metropolitan areas (e.g. Prague - 2ŜǎƪŞ .ǳŘŠƧƻǾƛŎŜΣ ƻǊ tǊŀƎǳŜ - Karlovy Vary, Brno (Ostrava) - 

2ŜǎƪŞ .ǳŘŠƧƻǾƛŎŜύΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ όǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅύ 

interconnection of the agglomerations with each other (for example Liberec - IǊŀŘŜŎ YǊłƭƻǾŞύΦ  

A2. A slower economic growth  

A 2.1 In this category of urban centres, traditional sectors usually play a greater role, medium-

high-tech sectors are less important here (or there are only manufacturing/routine activities 

in high-tech sectors), domestic firms are more active in the traditional industries, medium and 

smaller companies prevail (fewer large companies). This also has consequences for labour 

productivity.  

A 2.2 The disadvantageous position of companies within the global production networks (Tier 

3 suppliers prevail). Insufficient aspirations of companies and limited growth based on the 

development of new products, limited innovation demand and limited potential of companies 

to cooperate with R&D institutions. 

A 2.3 This is due to the structure of the economic base (and investment), which is often 

dominated by firms and manufacturing activities with lower added value and thus by firms 

without access to the end market. 

A3. The R&D and innovation performance of these territories is lower than that of the growing 

metropolises (even in relative terms).  

A 3.1. Regional innovation systems are at different stages of development in these areas. 

Regions have fewer opportunities for smart specialization because they lack the critical 

size/density of actors and knowledge activities. 

A 3.2. Limited cooperation of research institutions and companies (contractual and 

collaborative research), low trust of the main actors, unprepared processes to strengthen 

application research and commercialization. Unused potential of Regional scientific libraries 

providing access to information and popularization of science results. 

                                                           
18 These are economic side effects caused, for example, by the concentration of new companies in the region/city - it is a so-

called spill-over effect, i.e. there is a gradual transfer of knowledge/ information/ technology between companies, sectors, 
etc. 
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A4. The agglomeration territories must address the problem of population growth in the hinterlands, 

so-called manifestations of suburbanization, same as the large growing metropolises. The 

manifestations and impacts of suburbanization on the physical and social environment of 

municipalities in the hinterlands of cities are the same as in metropolises; they differ only in the 

intensity of pressure on the natural environment and land use change (pressure on land grab, a 

growing intensity of motorised private transport, pressure on sufficient capacity of public services, 

transport and technical infrastructure both in suburban municipalities and in the cities themselves). 

A5. The growth of motorised private transport and the insufficient capacity of transport infrastructure 

(e.g. missing or unfinished city bypasses) and variously frequent local transport problems are also 

linked to differently developed public transport systems, especially in the case of integrating public 

transport in the closer and more remote hinterland of a city, or in the whole Region (region).19 The 

absence of city bypasses also means increased concentrations of emissions and noise. 

A6. At least some Regional centres are experiencing an increasing social segregation. That concerns, 

ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ όŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ aƻǊŀǾƛŀ ŀƴŘ {ƛƭŜǎƛŀύ 

where phenomena associated with social exclusion are concentrated - i.e. subsistence allowances, 

housing supplement, underage crime, unemployment20.   

A7. In a number of cities falling into this category, a partial problem (challenge) is the existence of 

ōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǙŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ½ƭƝƴύΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 

cities have found new useǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ ŀƎŀƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǙŀ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ 

ƛƴ ½ƭƝƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎύΦ ! ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ 

ownership. 

Consequences: 

B1. The success and future attractiveness of these agglomerations will be influenced by the ability to 

maximize growth based on the existing economic base and sectors, and the ability to adapt to current 

trends in the economy. From this point of view, the development of such agglomerations is expected 

to be diverse.    

B2. The function of important Regional centres may be dimmed in some (weaker) agglomerations, 

which will reduce the opportunities of their hinterlands to benefit from the economic power and 

attractiveness of the agglomeration.   

B3. In terms of the size of the agglomerations and their hinterlands, this category of towns also shows 

a mismatch between the registered permanent residents and the total number of persons living there 

ƻǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ όǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛǎƳŀǘŎƘ ƛs causing greater problems than 

in the strongly growing metropolises, and in terms of urban income (budgetary allocation of taxes) this 

imbalance has a greater impact. This situation is closely related to the fact that the Czech legislation 

does not know tƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

current conditions it is not possible to better reflect the actual number of people living (temporarily) 

in the city.     

Potentials: 

                                                           
19 Connecting urban and regional transport to an integrated transport system is a necessary step for the other metropolises 
to ensure sustainable transport services. In connection with the development of an integrated transport system, it is 
necessary to invest also in modern and environmentally friendly public transport vehicles, incl. the accompanying 
infrastructure. 
20 Problems of social exclusion, or potential sources of social exclusion are described in detail in the Strategy for Combating 
Social Exclusion.  
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C1. Agglomerations often produce good research results (both in the private and public sectors, or 

they may have European centres of excellence) and in some fields some agglomerations may represent 

the national top in R&D (e.g. biotechnology and some medical research fields in Olomouc) , biological 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ 2ŜǎƪŞ .ǳŘŠƧƻǾƛŎŜΣ ŜǘŎΦύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ƻŦ ŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 

specialized, small in size and usually without direct economic impacts.  

C2.  Agglomerations also have high potential for tourism development, especially in the MICE 

(meeting-incentive-congress-event) segment. The development of the accompanying services is also a 

driving force for the local economy. 
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REGIONAL CENTRES AND THEIR RURAL HINTERLANDS 

The main problem: 

Regional centres play a stabilizing role in the territory and should play the role of centres of the given 

micro-region. This category of regions and towns is highly heterogeneous and the economic potential 

of the individual regions depends largely on whether or not they are located on the main development 

axes. Maintaining a polycentric settlement system is desirable for the development of the Czech 

Republic, however, in the Czech environment, the number of commuting centres is decreasing over 

time.21 Given the fragmented settlement structure of the Czech Republic, it is also desirable to 

strengthen the role of regional centres in coordinating the development of wider, especially rural 

hinterlands. In the Czech environment, however, such coordination, for example in MEP administrative 

districts, is rather rare. The catchment area of regional centres often fails to exploit the endogenous 

potential for the development of the given micro-region. 

 

Sub-problems and causes: 

A1. This category of regions and towns has less potential for endogenous development, often because 

of its location (outside the main development axes), labour shortages, inappropriate skills of the staff, 

required for business growth, poor infrastructure and lack of services. 

A 1.1 Low levels of cooperation between the private, public and non-profit sectors often 

contribute to the underdevelopment of the endogenous potential.  

A 1.2 A limiting factor for the endogenous development seems to be the lack of financial 

resources for the implementation of development projects and thus dependence on external 

subsidy sources (European, national, Regional). 

A2. Lack of qualified people for local companies (link to A1 and A3) 

A2.1 A partial cause of the labour market problems is a mismatch between the local (regional) 

labour market demand and the local (regional) education supply. In many Regions (in the 

position of the most frequent secondary education authority), the occupational structure of 

the education system is still unsuitable as it does not really reflect the needs of the local labour 

market and dost not respond to the current trends of digitization and automation.22 Often, 

local companies cannot find enough occupationally well skilled and effectively further 

educatable employees. There is no systematic offer of lifelong education and learning.  

A3. The problem of many regional centres is low diversity and heterogeneity of the economic base, 

where a given town is often dependent on one or several employers - and the diversity of employers 

                                                           
21 CZSO (2011), The polycentric arrangement of the settlement system is perceived as more suitable than the monocentric 

ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǇŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ό{ȇƪƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ aǳƭƝőŜƪΣ нлммΥ 
Atlas of the settlement system. http://www.uur.cz/images/2b-souvisejici-temata/Atlas-sidelniho-systemu/atlas-sidelniho-
systemu-2011.pdf). Regionalization of commuting to work according to the results of the 2011 Population and Housing 
Census. 
22 ¨ƭƻǾŜŎΣ aŀǊǘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƻƧǘŠŎƘΣ WƛǌƝΦ нлмтΦ ¦ƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ-secondary vocational school leavers - 2017. 

National institute for education, school counselling facilities and facilities for further training of teachers, Prague 2017. 
Available from: http://www.infoabsolvent.cz/Temata/PublikaceAbsolventi?Stranka=9-0-142.  
±ƻƧǘŠŎƘΣ WƛǌƝ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƳƻǳǘƻǾłΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭŀΦ нлмуΦ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
attainment levels and occupation in secondary and post-secondary vocational education in the Czech Republic and regions, 
and the position of young people on the labour market in comparison with the situation in the European Union - 2017/18. 
Praha: NIE, 2017. 46 pages.  
Available from: http://www.nuv.cz/uploads/download/2018/VYVOJ2017_cele_pro_www.pdf .  

http://www.nuv.cz/uploads/download/2018/VYVOJ2017_cele_pro_www.pdf
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decreases with the size of the town.23 That poses a potential threat in the event of a downturn of the 

industry, or the company. Available studies suggest that small municipalities and regional centres are 

sensitive to changes in the national/global economy, but at the same time they can use development 

opportunities more dynamically.24 Representatives of towns in the category of regional centres 

consider the global megatrend consisting in a possible decline in industrial production as a threat to 

the development of the town of the given size category more than representatives of municipalities of 

other size categories25. That also proves the significant role of few (or one) dominant, usually industrial, 

employers in the employment structure.  

A 3.1  The cause of an often insufficient employment for highly qualified persons is the 

structure of firms operating in a given region. These companies do not offer enough positions 

suitable for this group of the population. The absence of suitable positions for university 

educated persons makes it difficult to retain graduates of regional universities in some district 

towns. 

A 3.2 At the same time, the businesses located in this category of towns are often on lower 

levels in the global value chains and thus often offer fewer professionally demanding and 

therefore better paid positions. 

A4. Small municipalities in the hinterlands of regional centres perceive the accessibility and quality of 

public and commercial services and the quality of transport infrastructure (e.g. quality of pavements 

and roads, or conditions for cycling) as problematic26.  

A 4.1 In regional centres and smaller municipalities in their hinterlands, it is a challenge to 

ensure adequate availability of public and commercial services.  

A 4.2 Many regional centres face transport problems. At least some towns located on main 

transport routes or nodes (e.g. Chrudim) have problems with heavy traffic in their centres. 

Another problem is also the connection to the motorway network or a quality connection to 

TEN-T. In the category of regional centres, a frequent traffic problem is also the poor 

availability of parking places, excessive traffic intensity and poor condition of roads27. 

However, smaller municipalities are often unable to finance major repairs / construction from 

their own resources and if so, it is often a significant, many-year burden on local budgets. 

A 4.3 Problems related to heavy traffic in town centres (noise, pollution). 

A5. In this category of towns (and their hinterlands), the number of socially excluded persons or 

persons at risk of social exclusion and poverty increases faster than elsewhere.  

A 5.1 The phenomenon of social exclusion has ceased to be predominantly urban in recent 

decades, and socially excluded persons have moved / have been moved to remote 

communities with a poorly functioning infrastructure. 

A 5.2 Growth of social problems and poverty - a widening gap 

 

Consequences: 

                                                           
23 ESPON (2014): TOWN. Small and medium sized towns in their functional territorial context. Scientific report. 
24 As above  
25UTM CR (2017): Starting points for establishing the position of the Union of Towns and Municipalities of the Czech 

Republic on the Cohesion Policy of the European Union after 2020 - working version.  
26UTM CR (2017): Starting points for establishing the position of the Union of Towns and Municipalities of the Czech 

Republic on the Cohesion Policy of the European Union after 2020 - working version. 
27UTM CR (2017): Starting points for establishing the position of the Union of Towns and Municipalities of the Czech 
Republic on the Cohesion Policy of the European Union after 2020 - working version. 
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B1. The consequence is the departure of young and educated people and a smaller influx of new 

residents.  

B2. Young and skilled people tend to leave for higher-order centres. 

B3. Towns in this category are often unable to provide public services of sufficient quality and scope. 

E.g. According to an analysis, a number of municipalities with extended powers in the Liberec Region 

do not have a sufficient range of social services.28 

 

Potentials: 

C1. Regional centres often have considerable tourism potential, which often plays an important role in 

discussions on the economic development of this category of settlements, or the whole micro-regions. 

Settlements of the given category and their hinterlands often have significant potential of spa tourism 

όƳƻǎǘ /ȊŜŎƘ ǎǇŀ ǘƻǿƴǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŜΦƎΦ YŀǊǾƛƴłΣ 

aŀǊƛłƴǎƪŞ [łȊƴŠΣ tƻŘŠōǊŀŘȅύ ƻǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ όŜΦƎΦ [ƛǘƻƳŠǌƛŎŜ - a trade fair town of 

regional importance)29.      

C2. The category of regional centres can be considered a group with the potential of a high quality of 

life, also thanks to the high proportion of greenery in the town territory - ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ 5ŠőƝƴΣ WŜǎŜƴƝƪ 

ŀƴŘ ±ǎŜǘƝƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎhare of greenery in the cadastral area of the towns exceeds 60%.30   

C3. Although the national share of agriculture in GDP or GVA is low and decreasing in European 

comparison31, agriculture often still plays an important role in rural areas in the hinterland of regional 

centres. The activities of farming and forestry also ensure a substantial part of the Czech Republic's 

cultural landscape management.   

                                                           
28 SocioFaktor (2013): Analysis of socially excluded localities and availability of social prevention services in these localities in 

the Liberec Region. 
29 MoRD (2014): Concept of the State Tourism Policy 2014-2020  
30 According to data from the European Environment Agency.   
31 Institute of Agricultural Economics and Information (2016): Report on the Situation in Agriculture of the Czech Republic in 
2016.   
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STRUCTURALLY AFFECTED REGIONS 

The main problem: 

A common problem of the structurally affected Regions is the low rate of economic growth and the 

lagging behind the other regions of the Czech Republic. That is a fundamental internal characteristic 

of these Regions and at the same time a key problem that frames the other partial and thematically 

ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ό¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ 

Silesian, Karlovy Vary) has long been below the Czech average and is losing to the fastest developing 

regional economies. However, the economic lagging is slightly different for each of them. It has the 

strongest macroeconomic impact in the Karlovy Vary Region, which was one of the economically 

strongest regions of the Czech Republic still in the mid-1990s, and lost significantly by its long-term 

stagnation even during the period 2002ς2007 when the other regions grew relatively fast. On the 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian Regions grew very fast in that period, thanks to 

higher FDI inflows and the specific structure of the economy. Their stagnation from the 

macroeconomic point of view started to be felt especially in recent years after 2009, in the Moravian-

Silesian Region it was augmented by the rapidly erupting problems in the metallurgical and mining 

industries.  

 

A direct part of the economic problems is the low attractiveness of the Regions for living, a smaller 

offer of jobs and careers with good prospects not only for young and qualified professionals (having a 

negative influence on the Region's inhabitants and on attracting people from outside the Region) and 

worse conditions and low attractiveness for business. This part of the main problem is common to all 

three Regions and affects them with a very similar intensity. All the factors interact, condition and 

multiply the negative impacts on the Regional economy and society. At the same time, their impact 

and their manifestations are even stronger in the peripheral areas of the Regions32, which are often 

burdened by these problems even more, since they are considerably peripheral even in the national 

comparison.  

 

The overarching cause of the above-ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ 

other aspects of the problem, are the economic conditions with which the Regions entered the period 

of transformation in the early 1990s. All of the three Regions shared a major specialization in 

traditional mining, energy, chemical, heavy metallurgical industries and, except for the Moravian-

Silesian Region, the production of non-metallic mineral products (glass, porcelain, building materials). 

These industries were characterized by high raw material and energy intensity, difficult working 

conditions and the use of a specially qualified workforce, which was supported in the previous decades 

by strategic decisions from the central level, imposed on the three Regions33. 

 

Sub-problems and causes: 

A1. A sub-problem is the poor quality of human resources.  

                                                           
32 The ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜǇƭƛŎŜΣ ¢ƻǳȌƛƳΣ ¿ƭǳǘƛŎŜΣ IǊŀƴƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ YǊŀǎƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ wŜƎƛƻƴΤ ~ƭǳƪƴƻǾ Iƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ tƻŘōƻǌŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .Ǌǳƴǘłƭ ŀƴŘ WŀōƭǳƴƪƻǾ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ {ƛƭŜǎƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴΦ  
33 E.g. the immigration policy, very benevolent conditions of environmental protection, construction of technical 
infrastructure and public facilities, education system and other.  
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A 1.1 The low quality of human resources is related to the historical socio-economic 

circumstances of the development of the Regions, but it is also influenced retroactively by the 

actual problem of weak economic growth.  

A 1.2 The low quality of human resources is closely related to the lower level of educational 

attainment, which has several aspects, in particular the insufficient preparedness of human 

resources for labour market needs, both from professional (wrong qualifications) and from 

personal perspective (absence of work habits, motivations). In all three Regions, the average 

level of education attained is lower, which is also influenced by the selective migration of 

educated people, and in the case of the Karlovy Vary Region by their commuting to better 

employment opportunities in the neighbouring Germany. 

A2. In the Regions, public R&D capacities are little  developed (almost non-existent in the the Karlovy 

Vary Region). Although investments mainly from the Structural Funds are gradually changing this, their 

contribution to the economic development of the region and the transfer of knowledge and 

applications to the business sector is small so far.  

A 2.1. The overall innovation performance of the monitored Regional economies is below 

average, which is also related to the low level of entrepreneurship.  

A 2.2 Innovations, especially technical ones of higher order, are not very common in corporate 

strategies. This also implies a smaller role of R&D in activities of the corporate sector, as these 

are more often an ingredient of the innovation processes of companies in knowledge-intensive 

industries and are primarily part of higher-order innovations. 

A3. Economic performance in all three Regions is hampered by low entrepreneurship and low intensity 

of starting up new businesses.  

A 3.1. This is due not only to the lower educational attainment, but also to the long interrupted 

tradition of entrepreneurship - practically continuously throughout five decades of the 20th 

century.  

A 3.2. At the same time, all three Regions are specific in that they hosted, for a long time, 

strong and large enterprises which have further strengthened the employment culture among 

people and their low risk appetite, which is still evident today. 

A4. During the period of transformation and return of the market environment, the traditional 

industries and firms operating in them were exposed to rapid changes in the external environment 

(market conditions, competition, customers, technology), but also to fundamental internal changes 

(especially transformation of ownership, inducing changes in the corporate strategies, objectives of 

the owners and their capital strength). Many of them were forced to reorient their activities to other 

markets (in both geographical and product terms) due to the disintegration of the original value chains, 

which was, in some cases, accompanied by a downgrade of economic activities34 and significant 

reductions of the production (and an implied decrease in the number of employees). The companies 

in the Regions underwent this phase with varying success and speed, it often lasted 10 years or more. 

A 4.1 In some cases, it was speeded up by the entry of a foreign investor, who brought modern 

technology and managerial governance techniques, as well as the business competence and 

strength of the parent company, which helped to secure new markets for the production of 

                                                           
34 Companies that previously specialized in the final product began to specialize in supplying components to other 

manufacturers or products under the trademark of other manufacturers. 
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firms. Such enterprises attractive for an entry or takeover by foreign investors were fewer in 

these regions compared to the other regions of the Czech Republic. At the same time, 

however, new investors (so-called greenfield investments) did not come to these regions to 

such a large extent, and if so, they often brought activities with lower added value, mainly of 

a production/ assembly nature, although differences between the regions are significant in 

this respect. Nevertheless, the character of FDI was one of the major causes of the less 

successful economic transformation in these three regions, while FDI played a crucial role in 

that transformation in the Czech Republic in general. In this aspect, the regions differ slightly 

ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǎ C5L ƛƴŦƭƻǿǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian 

Regions over the past 10 years, and in some individual cases these were also integrators, i.e. 

producers of final products. In the Karlovy Vary Region, the interest of FDI is increasing, not 

only the interest of new investors in localization, but also of existing companies seeking to 

expand production and other activities35, but a more important barrier in this Region than 

elsewhere is the lack of prepared and sufficiently large premises in industrial zones, although 

the Moravian-{ƛƭŜǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻƻΦ 

 

Consequences: 

B1. The low rate of economic growth in the majority of the Regions is reflected in 36lower job creation, 

which leads to problems with high unemployment, escalating especially in locations affected by the 

ongoing or finishing transformation of traditional sectors associated with the reduction of production 

capacities. 

B2. At the same time, due to the structure of the economy, there is a low supply of highly qualified 

jobs for educated specialists in the Regions, and because of the Region's low attractiveness for living, 

work and business, it causes selective migration of talented, enterprising, creative and capable people 

out of the Region. This further undermines the endogenous development opportunities of the regions. 

B3. As a result, the attractiveness of the Regions for new foreign and domestic investors continues to 

decline, which is due, apart from the above factors, to a lack of suitable and adequately prepared sites 

for business real property and of large, strategic industrial zones. If problems persist or continue to 

deepen, the exit of already established investors may also be a threat. 

B4. The weak economic performance, the prevalence of economic activities with lower added value 

and the specific structure of the economy make the wage level in the Regions below the average. This 

is most evident in the Karlovy Vary Region, where the cause is the large share of the services sector in 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ 

nad Labem and Moravian-Silesian Regions, the average wages are slightly higher (but still below the 

median wages of the Czech Republic), which is due to higher employment in branches where higher 

wages are paid thanks to higher productivity and greater representation of large and strong firms 

(chemical production, mining, power engineering, heavy engineering and metallurgy). 

B5. Nevertheless, poverty and the number of socially excluded localities and the population living in 

them are increasing in the Regions (mostly in the Moravian-{ƛƭŜǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴǎύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

is due not only to low wages in some areas of the Regions, but also to high unemployment and rapid 

                                                           
35 This cannot be proven by aggregate statistical data due to unavailability of current data, but it is indicated by information 

from interviews with stakeholders and by generally available information on industrial zones in the Region. 
36 !ƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ όǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘŜōΣ !ǑΣ 
CǊȇŘŜƪ-aƝǎǘŜƪΣ bƻǾȇ WƛőƝƴΣ wƻǳŘƴƛŎŜ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳύΦ 
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aging of the population and an increase in the number of people in retirement age. Another reason is 

also selectiǾŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿŜŀƪ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ wŜƎƛƻƴ 

because of lower real estate prices, which increases social tensions in the region. The unemployed and 

people of retirement age are the groups most at risk of poverty and social exclusion. This is also related 

to the setting of the social system, which little motivates in particular indebted people to seek work. It 

also contributes to the emergence and expansion of socially excluded localities.  

B6. A common manifestation of the above-described consequences is stagnation and deterioration of 

the standard of living of the population and a decline in their welfare, which stems not only from the 

poor economic performance of regions and their lagging behind the more advanced regions of the 

Czech Republic but is affected by other factors that are not direct attributes of the regional economy 

but are indirectly related to and affect economic performance and represent certain prerequisites for 

it, whose improvement can accelerate the economic restructuring of the Regions. 

B7. Infrastructure shortcomings - the Regions lack better road connections to major transport arteries 

outside the Region, or capacity rail links between the main centres in the Regions and the centres of 

other Regions (especially the Karlovy Vary Region). There is also often a lack of infrastructure for 

industrial real property (industrial zones and sites prepared for investment). There are also 

ǎƘƻǊǘŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜm Region. 

B8. The stagnation or decline in the quality of public services provided in the structurally affected 

regions, be it education, culture or social services, is also substantial. E.g. sub-indicators (level of early 

school leaving, tested educational results, etc.) in the area of regional education point to the 

phenomenon in question.  

B9. Unfinished brownfield revitalizations - unused industrial sites and buildings, areas after mining, all 

of them often with environmental burdens and unclear ownership structure. They have a negative 

effect on the attractiveness and image of the Region, but their unfinished revitalization also prevents 

their use for industrial production, which hinders the inflow of new investors, or for recreation, which 

reduces their use for cultural purposes and social benefits. 

.млΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian 

Regions) - the population concentrates in towns and the share of farms and their employees is 

decreasing - emotional bonds to a place are being lost. 

B11. The poor state of the environment in certain localities of the Regions is one of the negative aspects 

affecting the attractiveness of Regions for living, work and entrepreneurship of the population.  

B12. At the same time, the poor state of the environment also negatively affects the image and 

perception of these Regions and does not contribute to a more effective use of their tourism potential. 

B13. In the Regions concerned, with some exception of the Moravian-Silesian Region, public subsidies 

(especially from the EU sources) are relatively under-utilized and ineffectively spent to implement 

activities that actually increase the innovation performance of the economy and thus the region's 

competitiveness. 

 

Potentials: 

C1. In all three Regions, the activities with higher added value are developing at various intensity in 

branches of foreign companies, especially in the fields of structure design, design, technical 

development, in exceptional cases also a lower class of research. This is not a widespread 

phenomenon, but the number of such cases is growing in the Czech Republic, although more so in the 

other Regions with better conditions and more advanced innovation systems. Slightly more often, this 
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transformation takes place in the Moravian-Silesian Region which has the strongest tradition of 

technical higher education among all three Regions and can offer a larger number of technically 

educated people and partners for cooperation between research organizations and HEIs, compared to 

ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ YŀǊƭƻǾȅ ±ŀǊȅ wŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ 
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ECONOMICALLY AND SOCIALLY VULNERABLE AREAS 

The main problem: 

For deprived (rural) territories, it is usually crucial to ensure the supply of job opportunities (or 

sufficient job opportunities with higher required qualifications), the offer of basic social infrastructure 

and facilities for carrying out everyday activities.37 If these attributes are not fulfilled, these areas are 

referred to as deprived (peripheral) areas. In the Czech Republic, there is a spatial concentration of the 

various dimensions of peripherality, which are given by socio-economic and demographic 

characteristics. These are areas characterized, for example, by low qualifications and low living 

standards, low transport accessibility, low quality of public services, high unemployment and social 

exclusion, and high outflow of young people. The different peripheral characteristics may overlap38.  

The problem of deprived territories are generally worsened or worsening living conditions and fewer 

development opportunities or more difficult options to participate in the development and growth of 

the Czech Republic. In the Czech environment, the economically and socially deprived territories take 

more forms. One way of dividing these territories is to inner and outer peripheries or to areas at great 

distances from regional centres, areas that have lost a large number of jobs as a result of restructuring 

and have failed to replace them with other activities, rural areas in the hinterlands of large cities that 

have a positive migration balance but are characterized by a high unemployment rate and social 

exclusion.  

Sub-problems and causes: 

A1. The main problems of the deprived territories include the generally poor economic performance. 

A 1.1 The weak economic performance is caused by low productivity of companies and low 

added value. The structure of the economy is specific in deprived territories - it is often a 

simple and low-competitive production that does not have sustainable potential. The 

opportunities of traditional production with sales in the region often remain unused. 

A 1.2 Successful local firms tend to have limited opportunities for further growth, connected 

with low quantity and quality of human resources, and as a rule they leave when they want to 

grow.  

A 1.3 Many businesses do not make sufficient use of the region's endogenous development 

potential, whether it be agricultural diversification (e.g. unconventional production) or 

structural diversification (e.g. direct sales of final products).  

A2. For certain types of economically and socially vulnerable areas, a sub-problem is the deteriorating 

social structure (age, educational attainment, social), especially in the former Sudetenland. In the 

deprived territories, another problem is social exclusion that has ceased to be predominantly urban in 

recent decades, and socially excluded persons have moved / have been moved to remote communities 

with a poorly functioning infrastructure39. According to some studies40, these are mostly peripheries in 

the hinterlands of large cities, which, although they have a positive migration balance, are also 

characterized by high rates of unemployment and social exclusion. The problems of peripheries in the 

hinterlands of cities are more regional than local. In recent years, there has been an increase in the 

                                                           
37 ¢ŜƳŜƭƻǾł Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όнлммύΦ 
38 .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ~ƛƳƻƴ (2017). 
39 GAC (2015). 
40.ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ~ƛƳƻƴ όнлмтύΦ 
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number of socially excluded persons in the inner peripheries, for example based on the concentration 

of persons receiving a living allowance41. 

A3. The deprived territories have a worse availability of (quality) public services, culture and, in a 

broader sense, public facilities and commercial services (education, healthcare, social services). In the 

field of public services, the lack of physicians is perceived as a major problem which is expected to 

progressively deepen due to the aging of doctors (particularly in some locations). The tools used to 

address this problem have not been successful so far. A factor that reduces the quality of life, especially 

in small rural municipalities, is the disappearance of retail trade. A partial problem is the insufficient 

offer of leisure activities (especially for children and youth).   

A 3.1. The lack of public and commercial services is related to the fact that the areas usually 

have lower population density where services are more expensive to operate and are 

therefore less frequent.  

A 3.2. As the public transport is also more expensive in the deprived areas, or the connections 

cannot be as frequent, the lower accessibility of services outside the place of residence is also 

due to the nature of public transport. 

A4. A specific type of economically and socially vulnerable areas are the former military areas42. These 

areas are characterized by low population density, often with a valuable natural environment which 

may (at least in some cases) serve as untapped potential for development that encourages soft and 

eco-friendly forms of tourism, along the lines of some Western European countries43.    

A5. The economically and socially deprived territories are also threatened by climate change. Although 

climate change also threatens metropolitan areas and agglomerations, in rural areas, the more so in 

the peripheral position, climate change can have a significant impact.  

A 5.1. The significance of the impact in these areas is reinforced by the fact that the 

geographically more remote countryside still has agriculture as an important sector and its 

production may be significantly threatened by extreme weather events (e.g. heavy rainfall, 

floods, agricultural drought)44. 

A 5.2. Another negative factor is the fact that these territories have the least capacity to deal 

with the appropriate response (administrative, financial). The most endangered regions 

include South MoraviaΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ wŀƪƻǾƴƝƪ ŀƴŘ ¿ŀǘŜŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ŀōŜ wƛǾŜǊ .ŀǎƛƴΦ Lƴ 

the future, there will be discussions on securing water resources by accumulation in reservoirs 

where the water balance is already strained.    

A6. Although the national share of agriculture in GDP or GVA is low and decreasing in European 

comparison45, agriculture often still plays an important role in rural areas in the hinterlands of regional 

centres. The activities of farming and forestry also ensure a substantial part of the Czech Republic's 

cultural landscape management.  

                                                           
41 GAC (2015).  
42 The territory of former military areas can be developed only in the parts where the property (land) has been handed over 

to municipalities according to Act No 15/2015 Coll. 
43 See, e.g., ChrƻƳȇ ŀƴŘ {ŜƛŘƭ όнлмлύΦ  
44 Ministry of Agriculture (2014).  
45 Institute of Agricultural Economics and Information (2016): Report on the Situation in Agriculture of the Czech Republic in 
2015. "Green Report".   
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A7. In many economically and socially vulnerable areas, the unavailability of high-speed internet can 

be identified as a sub-problem, which can be a negative factor in the development of local businesses 

and it generally reduces the quality of life in a given location.  

A8. One of the frequent partial problems is also the unfinished land consolidation, which can 

concentrate problems with ownership relations mainly in border areas. 

Consequences: 

B1. The consequence of the structure of jobs (professions requiring lower qualifications) is the 

relatively lower purchasing power of the population. In larger cities, the range of job opportunities is 

larger and the financial remuneration is better. However, due to the long distance between home and 

work, commuting to a nearby centre may not always pay off financially46. 

B2. An important feature of many peripherals is the need to travel longer distances, both for services 

and job opportunities. Insufficient frequency of public transport service often contributes to the poor 

accessibility, especially at weekends. 

B3. Due to the lack of attractive job opportunities, young people are leaving and the population is aging 

in most peripheries. As a rule, the departing group consists of the more educated part of the 

population, mainly due to the absence of highly qualified jobs47. 

B4. In addition, outer peripheries (i.e. peripheries along the state border) are usually also burdened by 

economic problems - high unemployment and worsened standard of living48. 

B5. The physical environment of many peripheral municipalities is deteriorating. 

B6. In some types of peripheral areas, especially in areas where the population was largely replaced 

after World War II, the inhabitants have weaker ties to the locality. The lower level of regional/local 

identity (i.e. sense of belonging to the place) results in less chance of mobilizing the endogenous 

potential for development of the territory49. 

B7. The deepening problems of economically and socially vulnerable areas have the potential to 

endanger the conditions for the staffing and financing of municipal units of volunteer fire brigades. In 

the long term, the effectiveness of the emergency aid provided may be reduced and the requirements 

placed on regional fire brigade units with which the municipal voluntary firefighter units form an 

interconnected system of area coverage may be increased. 

Potentials: 

C1. The development opportunities in economically and socially vulnerable areas (or at least in a 

significant part of them) include a relatively higher degree of neighbourly belonging, or social capital, 

which is largely due to the relatively high share of natives in the population of the municipality. The 

economic factors of development are therefore rather unfavourable, while the social factors are rather 

favourable50.  

C2. Some parts of economically and socially vulnerable areas have high potential for tourism 

development. On the one hand, this brings potential benefits for economic development, but on the 

other hand, an intensive development of tourism can also have negative impacts on the localities. It is 

therefore necessary to support the development of sustainable and considerate forms of tourism in 

                                                           
46 ¢ŜƳŜƭƻǾł Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όнлммύΦ 
47As above  
48.ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ~ƛƳƻƴ όнлмтύΦ  
49 /ƘǊƻƳȇ ŀƴŘ {ƪłƭŀ όнлмлύΦ  
50 {ŜŜΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ tŜǊƭƝƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όнлмлύΦ  
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the given territories. In the field of cognitive tourism, the industrial heritage, often remarkably well 

preserved, has great potential.         

C3. Farming and forestry have a major impact on the condition of the landscape, its components and 

ecosystem functions.  
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3 PROPOSAL PART 

3.1 Vision 

Regions are effectively capitalizing on their development potential, their social stability is increasing, 

competitiveness has a sustained, steadily growing trend, and the conditions for quality life of all 

citizens and the prosperity of companies are improving. The principles of sustainable development and 

environmental limits are respected. All regions are above or approaching the EU average in terms of 

economy and quality of life and are at the forefront of Central Europe in attractiveness and 

competitiveness.  

3.2 Global objective 

¶ Metropolitan areas and their hinterlands are economic drivers of the Czech Republic and their 

coordinated growth respects their social and environmental limits.  

¶ Agglomerations and their hinterlands use their development potential, represent important 

Regional economic, cultural and academic centres and their coordinated growth respects their 

social and environmental limits.  

¶ Regional centres serve as pillars of the Czech settlement system and are the centres of 

commuting for services and work. The rural hinterland of regional centres has stabilized 

population and economy and plays an irreplaceable role in landscape management, has a 

sufficient network of services and is well connected to regional centres. Agglomerations or 

metropolises are easily accessible from most regional centres.  

¶ In structurally affected Regions, fundamental changes are initiated to enable their economic 

transformation into new, competitive sectors, and their social and environmental problems 

are effectively addressed.  

¶ In economically and socially vulnerable areas, good quality of life is ensured by providing a 

relevant spectrum of public facilities and ensuring a functioning local economy based on 

successful local firms. 

¶ Regional policy priorities, defined in the Regional Development Strategy, are pursued in close 

cooperation among the MoRD, ministries, Regions and other actors of regional development. 

The regional policy principles are also reflected in the sectoral strategy papers and policies. 

Regional development does not induce exploitation of natural resources and damage to the 

environment to an extent that would non-negligibly weaken the ecological and hydro-climatic 

functions of the landscape or otherwise significantly damage the environment. 
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3.3 Strategic and specific objectives and type measures 

 

Strategic Objective 1: Internationally competitive metropolitan territories adapted to economic, spatial and population growth 

Specific Objective 1.1:  Facilitating the transformation of metropolitan economies towards activities with higher added value and knowledge-based 
economy, creating the conditions for more significant and more intensive involvement of firms in the European and world economy and for 
strengthening the position of metropolitan territories in Central Europe in competition with similar territories. 

Type measures 

1. To develop R&D&I capacities and support the arrival and/or retention of talent and of top researchers 

2. To develop regional innovation systems in metropolises 

3. To improve the position and importance of companies in global networks 

Specific Objective 1.2: Improving the transport connections between metropolises and major Central European settlement centres, enhancing quality 
transport connection between metropolises and their hinterlands, increasing the attractiveness of modes other than motorised private transport and 
improving the interconnection of different modes of transport.   

4. To better integrate the public transport system and to develop urban mobility 

5. To improve the connection to European metropolises 

Specific Objective 1.3: Providing public facilities in sufficient scope and availability in the metropolitan area cores, suburbs and wider hinterlands and 
reducing the risk of social polarization and of segregated or excluded localities 

6. To improve the availability of social and health services 

7. To improve the availability of education and childcare services 

8. To create conditions for affordable housing and to improve housing estates  

9. To improve integration of foreigners at local level 

10. To help develop and exploit the cultural and creative potential of metropolitan areas 

Specific Objective 1.4: Effectively using the built-up areas, reducing greenfield construction caused by the growth of metropolitan areas, expanding and 
interconnecting greenery areas in the urban space and streamlining water and energy management in metropolitan areas. 

11. To ensure coordinated spatial development of metropolitan areas 

12. To improve microclimatic conditions in metropolitan areas 
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Strategic Objective 2: Agglomerations exploiting their growth potential and playing the role of important regional economic, cultural and academic 
centres51 

Specific Objective 2.1: Improving the conditions for a shift of domestic and foreign companies from cost-oriented competitiveness to knowledge-based 
competitiveness, and developing smart specialization in agglomerations and their hinterlands. 

Type measures 

13. To use the economic potential of agglomerations more effectively and to develop the scientific and research bases of agglomerations 

Specific Objective 2.2: Improving or completing the connection of agglomerations to nearby large settlements beyond state borders and to neighbouring 
agglomerations or metropolises, improving transport between agglomerations' cores and their hinterlands and improving conditions for the 
attractiveness of modes of transport other than motorised private transport.  

14. To ensure high-quality transport connection and service in the territory of agglomerations for passenger and freight transport 

15. To manage traffic more effectively and help reduce its negative effects 

Specific Objective 2.3: Ensuring a sufficient range of services and preventing the emergence and deepening of social exclusion 

16. To ensure a sufficient range of social and health services 

17. To improve accessibility of education, to ensure quality infrastructure for education and childcare services 

18.  
To ensure sufficient capacity of affordable and social housing for vulnerable groups or persons who have lost housing - outside 
segregated and excluded localities 

19. To support the development and exploitation of the potential of agglomerations in the field of culture and tourism 

Specific Objective 2.4: Effectively addressing environmental problems associated with the concentration of large population and adapting 
agglomerations to climate change 

20. To promote sustainable spatial development of agglomerations 

21. To improve microclimatic conditions in agglomerations 

 

                                                           
51Type measures under Strategic Objective 2 were developed for the needs of a wide group of agglomerations. It is precisely because of the high heterogeneity of this group 

that it is envisaged that the type measures under Strategic Objective 1 will also be implemented in agglomerations (where relevant). However, a different 

intensity of the addressed problems can be expected in metropolises and agglomerations due to different critical sizes of the groups of actors (population 

size, number and types of economic entities etc.) and different intensity of processes taking place there (e.g. different intensity of suburbanization) and their 

impacts in the territory. 
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Strategic Objective 3: Economically stabilized regional centres are easily accessible centres of culture, employment and service for the relevant functional 
regions, their rural hinterlands have good transport connection to the regional centres, have a sufficient network of services and innovative solutions 
are applied there.   

Specific Objective 3.1: Creating suitable conditions for diversification of the economic base of regional centres and their rural hinterlands and utilization 
of their potential, and supporting the interconnection of business entities in relation to labour market needs. 

Type measures 

22. To diversify economic activities in regional centres and their hinterlands 

23. To improve cooperation between employers, the public sector and secondary schools 

24. To develop consulting centres for starting, small and medium-sized enterprises 

25. To revitalize brownfields 

26. To improve accessibility of high-speed internet 

27. To develop sustainable tourism 

Specific Objective 3.2: Improving transport accessibility within regions. 

28. To better coordinate transport in the regions 

29. To improve the condition of roads and railways 

Specific Objective 3.3: Improving the availability of services in regional centres and their rural hinterlands, with an emphasis on cultural heritage, 
conservation of monuments and local specifics, and responding to problems with aging and the existence or emergence of socially excluded localities 

30. 
To renew and modernize the infrastructure and equipment of schools and educational establishments in regional centres and their hinterlands 
and to provide childcare services 

31. To address problems related to socially excluded localities in the rural environment 

32. 
To ensure adequate availability of outreach social services and improve the availability of public facilities in rural areas, and to create conditions 
for community life development 

33. To help develop and exploit the cultural potential of regional centres and their rural hinterlands 

Specific Objective 3.4: Caring for the environment of villages and stabilizing the long-term use of the landscape and preventing its degradation 

34 To strengthen the coordinating role of municipalities in steering the landscape development 

35 To improve the ambient air in rural hinterlands of regional centres 

36. To strengthen the landowner's responsibility for environmental quality 

37. To use modern systems of landscape management and reduce the negative impacts of intensive farming in the territory 

Specific Objective 3.5: Enabling energy transformation of the rural hinterlands of regional centres 

38. To develop new renewable energy sources and energy storage 
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39. 
To modify the transmission and distribution system in order to enable the connection of new renewable energy sources 
 

Strategic Objective 4: Revitalized and economically restructured regions, adapted and flexibly responsive to market needs 

Specific Objective 4.1: Growing businesses able to cope with changes in global markets.  

Type measures - according to economic restructuring action plans 

Specific Objective 4.2: Increasing the volume of foreign direct investment with higher added value in structurally affected Regions 

Type measures - according to economic restructuring action plans 

Specific Objective 4.3: Fostering the growth of innovation performance by research and development that has greater benefits for the economy 

Type measures - according to economic restructuring action plans 

Specific Objective 4.4: Ensuring competent people/workers for the industry, services and public administration 

Type measures - according to economic restructuring action plans 

Specific Objective 4.5: Removing development barriers related to social instability and making better use of the potential to transform and develop the 
Regions 

Type measures - according to economic restructuring action plans 

Specific Objective 4.6: Revitalizing and regenerating the territory for better entrepreneurship and healthier living of the population 

Type measures - according to economic restructuring action plans 

Strategic Objective 5: Good quality of life in economically and socially vulnerable areas 

Specific objective 5.1: Increasing the diversification of economic activities and supporting the creation of local jobs 

Type measures 

40. To develop small businesses and SMEs 

41. To strengthen local employment as part of public investment 

42. To encourage external investment  

Specific objective 5.2: Ensuring good transport accessibility within the region and in relation to agglomerations and metropolises 

43. To ensure good transport service 

Specific Objective 5.3: Effectively preventing social exclusion and energy poverty and promoting community life in municipalities 

44. To address problems related to socially excluded localities and prevent their emergence 

45. To develop community life in municipalities 

Specific Objective 5.4: Ensuring sufficient public facilities 

46. To provide public facilities 
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47.  
 
To reduce the dropout rate in primary and secondary schools and to support early school leavers 
 

Strategic Objective 6: Quality planning of regional development that contributes to the achievement of regional policy objectives 

Specific Objective 6.1: Strengthening the coordination of strategic and spatial planning 

Type measures 

48. To create a methodology for the coordination of strategic and spatial planning 

Specific Objective 6.2: Developing strategic planning based on functional regions and strengthening cooperation among actors in the territory 

49. To give positive motivation for joint strategic planning 

50. To develop cooperation among municipalities in the performance of public administration 

51.  To identify specific needs of public administration in metropolitan areas and agglomerations 

52. To establish and develop a regional system of support for sustainable development 

Specific Objective 6.3: Taking into account the territorial dimension in sectoral policies and developing SMART solutions 

53. To clarify the system of national subsidy schemes 

54. To use the Territorial Impact Assessment tool at both policy and project level 

55.  To use smart solutions in both urban and rural areas 

Specific Objective 6.4: Streamlining the performance of public administration and promoting secure provision of electronic services to citizens 

56. To create a central catalogue and search engine for public administration services 

Specific Objective 6.5.: Improving work with regional development data 

57. To improve territorial development planning based on population forecasts 

58. To monitor the concentration of social exclusion in the Czech Republic as a precondition for targeted interventions 
 

 

 



 

74 
 

Strategic Objective 1  

Internationally competitive metropolitan territories adapted to economic, spatial and population 

growth 

Internationally competitive metropolitan areas thanks to the full exploitation of their development 

potential. A metropolitan area with excellent land transport links to other Central European 

metropolises and easy access by air to major European and world air transport hubs.  

Intensified metropolitan areas with planned growth, where the core and hinterland are equipped with 

sufficient infrastructure (including public facilities) and are optimally sustainably interconnected by 

means of public transport (not only by infrastructure for motorised private transport without public 

transport service) and clean mobility. The metropolitan territories concentrate a large number of 

economic activities with high added value, including world-class research and development.  

Metropolitan areas take care of their environment and are well adapted to climate change. 

Metropolitan areas support biodiversity and environmentally friendly approaches. Key infrastructure 

is well protected from emergencies.   

 

Specific Objective 1.1:  Facilitating the transformation of metropolitan economies towards activities 

with higher added value and knowledge-based economy, strengthening the global position of Czech 

research, development and innovation, creating the conditions for more significant and more 

intensive involvement of firms in the European and world economy and for strengthening the 

position of metropolitan territories in Central Europe in competition with similar territories. 

Justification of the specific objective:  

Research, development and innovation activities in the Czech Republic have grown significantly in 

recent decades. The transformation of the Czech economy into an economy whose competitiveness is 

based more on knowledge and production of goods and services with high added value is intensive not 

only in metropolitan territories. However, the use of theoretical knowledge in practice is still 

inadequate, as the link between the academic and HEI sector on the one hand and practice (especially 

corporate) on the other is still weak, although it is gradually improving.  

At the same time, a large segment of companies continues to build their competitiveness on low costs 

and focuses innovation primarily in that area (e.g. on production technologies). Although quality 

research of an internationally comparable level is concentrated the most in metropolitan areas and 

the international competitiveness of research teams is improving, this transformation is still 

insufficiently intensive across the whole research and innovation scene.  

From the perspective of foreign companies, the metropolises and their broader hinterlands are among 

the most attractive when it comes to placing new research, development or innovation activities 

bringing researchers and other workers from abroad to the Czech Republic. However, metropolises 

still have insufficiently developed services for foreign workers and their family members (e.g. in 

primary education) and they are not equipped for a significant influx of qualified foreigners. Moreover, 

the economic base of the regions is still made up of companies that occupy a disadvantageous position 
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within global production networks. Work with talented students (at all levels of their education cycle) 

and internationalization of research organizations is still low. 

Solution:  

Partial steps will be focused on the development of research workplaces (their infrastructural bases, 

ensuring high-quality human resources for R&D&I, internationalization and interdisciplinarity in 

R&D&I, greater involvement in international schemes); better linkage of research organisations to the 

business sector with a link to smart specialisation development in order to enhance the use of 

research, development and innovation results in the economy.  

Support will also be provided towards linking research organizations to public administration, in 

particular cooperation with cities. Another subject of support will be the application fields and 

knowledge/technology relevant to the National Research and Innovation Strategy for Smart 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ όbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wL{оΤ ƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άwL{оέύΦ  

Targeted support from the State and Regions will be prepared on the basis of thorough knowledge of 

the real needs of specific research organizations and specific companies, or key sectoral areas of the 

Czech economy requiring specific knowledge-intensive solutions (supporting repositioning, i.e. a 

change in the position and importance of the firms in global networks). The entrepreneurial discovery 

process will be supported, along with the establishment of start-ups and spin-offs and innovation 

development. The metropolises will focus on coordinated work with talents and highly qualified 

human resources at all levels (secondary school pupils, post-secondary vocational school students, 

undergraduate students, postgraduate students and post-doctoral students).  

Support will be provided for incoming and reintegration schemes for the stay of experienced 

researchers and R&D workers in metropolises (i.e. schemes for the arrival of foreign researchers or 

Czech researchers currently active abroad). The efforts of metropolises to develop and obtain 

additional benefits from the newly built large research infrastructures and other existing research 

workplaces will be increased. Among other things, the digitisation of the economy will be developed.  

A key precondition for the development of a knowledge-based economy and an advanced society is 

the creation of a quality education system sufficiently responsive to social and technological changes. 

Such educational system for the 21st century should emphasize, inter alia, technical, scientific, 

environmental and polytechnic education, foreign language teaching, arts, development of creativity, 

entrepreneurship, initiative, adaptability, social skills, work with information and education for 

democracy. Given that the quality of the education system is generally considered by the RDS as a 

άōƭŀƴƪŜǘέΣ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭƭȅ ƴƻƴ-specific topic, it should be addressed in detail by a separate strategy of the 

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MEYS), which is its main supervisor.  
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Type measures:  

Type measure 1:  To develop R&D&I capacities and support the arrival and/or retention of talent 
and of top researchers  

Problem: For high added value activities, it is crucial to conceptually develop R&D&I infrastructure 

reaching European/world level, to develop internationalization of research organizations and 

interdisciplinarity in research, development and innovation, cooperation with industry, and last but 

not least to ensure qualified human resources for the relevant sectoral areas. Talented young people 

often move abroad for permanent residence and there is room for improvement in the system of 

services for excellent researchers operating in the Czech Republic and their families. 

Content: Support for the development of science and research centres and large research 

infrastructures, including investments in technical equipment and support for cooperation with foreign 

workplaces and industry, support for human resource development and improving the management 

of R&D&I centres and infrastructures, including researcher mobility.  

Mapping the barriers to an influx of top not only scientific experts and talents, or retaining own talents 

and reintegrating Czech researchers and qualified people. Coordinated and targeted support for gifted 

students of secondary schools and HEIs from the Czech Republic, studying at Czech schools, grants for 

the arrival of top scientists and R&D workers, support for internationalization of research organizations 

in metropolises in the form of mobility schemes. Supporting the creation of facilities for excellent 

researchers and simplifying their settling in the new environment.  

Activities promoting the reputation of a good place for self-fulfilment of top scientists. Creating 

targeted conditions for family members of scientists (availability of kindergartens, primary and 

secondary schools, leisure activities and non-formal education, lifelong learning, overall building of 

infrastructure in the area, as quality public services will have a wider impact on all workers in areas 

with higher added value). 

Target situation: A Czech Republic able to maintain the top level of research, development and 

innovation at European/world level, including research infrastructure and technical equipment, to 

create conditions for retaining its own talents, gifted students studying at Czech schools and for 

reintegration of Czech scientists, and able to attract and retain excellent researchers and R&D workers. 

Target group: research organizations, students with outstanding research achievements, excellent 

researchers 

Main holder: MEYS  

Other holders: MLSA, MoI, MFA, MIT, TACR, GACR 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, HEIs, research organizations, regional innovation 

centres/agencies52 

 

                                                           
52 CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ w5{Σ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎκŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΣ 
development agencies or similar regional entities specialized in supporting the research and innovation environment.  
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Type measure 2: To develop regional innovation systems in metropolises   

Problem: Regional innovation systems in metropolises are fragmented and locked. As a result, 

academic and research workplaces have limited relationships with the business sector linked to the 

development of smart specialization of the metropolises. The innovation demand of companies is low. 

A persistent mismatch between the needs of the economy and the focus of top research teams. 

Content: Targeted support for the exploitation of R&D and innovation results in the economy, but also 

support for technology transfer from one field to another, for example through collaborative research, 

support for interdisciplinarity in research, etc. Links of academic workplaces to public administration 

will also be supported, especially cooperation with the City of Prague, Brno, Ostrava, the Central 

Bohemian, South Moravian and Moravian-Silesian Regions.   

Target situation: A developed innovation ecosystem in metropolises characterized by increased 

transfer of technology and knowledge between actors and increased contacts outside the regional 

innovation system. 

Target group: actors of science and research in regions, companies 

Main holder: MIT, MEYS 

Other potential holders: TACR 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, regional innovation centres/agencies, the business 

sector 

Type measure 3: To improve the position and importance of companies in global networks   

Problem: So far, there are not many companies achieving a relatively advantageous position in global 

production networks. The locking of companies on the low tiers of supply chains affects their long-

term competitiveness. The low innovation demand of companies is a problem. 

Content: Targeted support for the quality of the business environment, including the legislative 

framework. Targeted support to improve the position of companies in supply chains, prepared based 

on thorough knowledge of the real needs of specific companies. Targeted support of companies to 

increase the added value of their production and increase the effect of the  support by linking the 

assistance to firms on the axis: innovation, business development, internationalization. Cooperation 

of institutions, associations and platforms ensuring the activities. Application of the "no wrong door 

principle"53.  

Target situation: Improved position of companies in global networks, their competitiveness 

strengthened 

Target group: companies 

Main holder: MIT 

                                                           
53AǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ άno wrong door" means that companies will receive the necessary help through any partner or 
will be steered directly to the most appropriate service provider. 
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Other potential holders: -  

Main implementers : Regions, municipalities, regional innovation centres, CzechInvest, CzechTrade, 

TACR, CMZRB, CEB, EGAP, Chamber of Commerce, Enterprise Europe Network CR (consortium of six 

partners headed by the Technology Centre of the Czech Academy of Sciences) 

Specific Objective 1.2: Improving the transport connections between metropolises and major Central 

European settlement centres, enhancing quality transport connection between metropolises and 

their hinterlands, increasing the attractiveness of modes other than motorised private transport and 

improving the interconnection of different modes of transport.   

Justification of the specific objective:  

Strong metropolitan areas are not yet sufficiently well connected to modern transport routes in 

comparison with Western European metropolises of similar size and importance. Good transport links 

are also necessary between the hinterland and the core of the metropolis.  

Due to environmental considerations, intensive traffic of motorised private and transit freight road 

transport in metropolises is not desirable. In order to limit it, it is necessary to create a quality- and 

cost-competitive alternative of environmentally-friendly public transport (railway transport) and to 

complete bypasses (especially the D0 motorway and the Brno ring road), to build a sufficiently dense 

network of P+R car parks (not only at the end stations of urban public transport but also at railway 

stations in the suburban area) and of the public transport system, including strengthening the role and 

capacity of the suburban and urban railways, and to actively promote multimodal transport, including 

cycling and walking.  

A major problem is also the high degree of motorisation in metropolises (number of cars per 1 000 

inhabitants), which is not in line with the size of the public space for motorised private transport. It is 

therefore necessary to support bike-sharing and car-sharing projects. For metropolitan regions, public 

transport, accompanied by another space-efficient environmentally friendly and sustainable transport, 

is key. Reducing motor vehicle traffic in the centres and wider centres of the metropolises will be an 

important topic to address. 

Solution:  

Steps will be taken to improve international connections, such as the preparation of the concept of 

fast connections (a system of high-speed rail and conventional rail of higher parameters), but also an 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±łŎƭŀǾ IŀǾŜƭ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 

The issue of transport will be addressed in the sustainable urban mobility plans of the metropolises 

and their suburban areas. Transport will be addressed both in terms of supporting the integration of 

the public transport system as well as improving the quality of connections to European metropolises 

(i.e. strengthening trans-regional and transnational links). 

Measures will be implemented to improve the interconnection of metropolitan areas by different 

transport modes to ensure sufficient transport capacities at short intervals and with high reliability. 

Stimulating and restrictive measures will be supported to promote greater effectiveness of public 

transport and of alternative modes of transport and to reduce/stabilize motorised private transport, 

including support for low-emission and emission-free individual transport and a system of sharing 
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means of transport, as well as to optimize the supply of goods and services in the city with regard to 

the principles of city logistics.  

Given the environmental aspects, the insufficient size of the public space for transport and the need 

to increase the attractiveness of the city for public life, intensive metropolitan traffic is not desirable. 

It is desirable to further develop suburban and intra-city rail connections as the backbone of integrated 

transport, while developing rail capacity for freight transport.  

The solution must include a significant enhancement of the role of intelligent transport systems and 

user applications supporting reliability and safety, including acceleration of transit for IRS components 

during their rescue missions, multimodality, comfort and more efficient use of transport infrastructure 

for its users. In metropolitan areas, the infrastructure for cycling will be strengthened in terms of 

ensuring an adequate connection from the hinterlands to the city centres, and the building of P+R and 

B+R, modernization of the public transport fleet, etc. will be supported. To increase intermodality, the 

metropolises will strengthen bikesharing, safe storage of own bicycles and carsharing.  

Steps will be taken to strengthen the international transport links of metropolises (in particular the 

preparation of the concept of fast connections, solving the capacity problems of railway junctions in 

metropolises and completion of key sections of the motorway network). In this context, it is also 

essential to work on quality and capacity connections to international airports and on strengthening 

the function of the international airports (Prague, Brno, Ostrava).   

When developing the transport infrastructure, it is necessary to take into account requirements 

related to adaptation to landscape change and permeability for migration of animals.  

Type measures:  

Type measure 4:  To better integrate the public transport system and to develop urban mobility  

Problem: A large number of people travel daily from the hinterland to the core city for work, services 

or schools. Due to the high use of motorised private transport, problems arise (congestion, pollution, 

reduced safety for pedestrians and cyclists) already in the hinterland on the busiest routes leading to 

the core, and in the core the problems are further concentrated (e.g. parking problems, etc.).  

Content: Ensuring sufficient capacity of lines for public transport, increasing transport connectivity and 

integrating the fares of the individual types of public transport. Support for building P+R and B+R. 

Increasing the attractiveness of public transport by modernizing the fleet, but also by increasing the 

frequency of service and the offer of lines that will meet passenger demand. Planning the transport to 

ensure its sustainability - using sustainable urban mobility plans. Increasing the share of non-motorized 

and alternative transport - identifying key locations or investing in and complementing the relevant 

infrastructure - modernization and reconstruction of class II and III roads, cycle paths for commuting 

to work or to the nearest urban public transport (e.g. metro station), parking of bicycles (parking 

towers, etc.).  

Restrictive measures (e.g. city-centre toll system, inner city speed limits, low-emission zones, selective 

entry bans) will also be considered in order to better plan intra-urban mobility where relevant (e.g. 

protection of cultural heritage, protection of human health). Possible concrete solutions will also be 
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identified on the basis of good practice learnt from the Partnership for Urban Mobility. The possible 

solutions include the development of clean mobility.     

Target situation: An increased share of sustainable forms of transport in the traffic volume, eliminated 

negative effects of motorised private transport and a lower level of motorisation.  

Target group: public transport users 

Main holder: MT  

Other potential holders: MoRD, MoE  

Main implementers: Regions, municipalities, local action groups, voluntary associations of 

municipalities 

Type measure 5:  To improve the connection to European metropolises 

Problem: The Czech Republic does not have a completed transport infrastructure enabling quality 

connections with European metropolises.  

Content: Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ŀƛǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±łŎƭŀǾ IŀǾŜƭ !ƛǊǇƻrt 

Prague as the number of flights is at the limits of the current runway. With the growing number of 

passengers, it is necessary to put into operation a capacity connection between the airport and the 

Prague city centre. In the future, it is appropriate to develop also the Brno airport and develop a 

strategic partnership with airlines. For the Ostrava Airport, it is crucial to establish a scheduled air 

service linking it with one of the major airports in Europe.  

All necessary steps will be initiated to build fast connections and to complete key transport 

connections (especially in the direction of Austria) and the Prague ring road. All these activities are 

described in the already existing national strategic documents, their implementation is conditioned by 

obtaining funding and the appropriate permits (e.g. EIA). For the Brno metropolitan area, an important 

issue will be the solution to the reconstruction of the railway junction and the city ring road. 

Target situation: Transport infrastructure providing good connections with European centres, capable 

of diverting transit traffic out of settlements. 

Target group: transport infrastructure users  

Main holder: MT 

Other holders: MoE (in relation to EIA), MoRD (in relation to spatial planning and the positioning and 

permissions of structures) 

Main implementers: a¢Σ wa5Σ {¿5/ όwŀƛƭǿŀȅ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴύΣ wŜƎƛƻƴǎ 

 

Specific Objective 1.3: Providing public facilities in sufficient scope and availability in the 

metropolitan area cores, suburbs and wider hinterlands and reducing the risk of social polarization 

and of segregated or excluded localities 

Justification of the specific objective:  
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Given the number and structure of jobs, the metropolitan area attracts new population or people 

commuting on a daily (or multi-day) basis. As the population (using the city) increases and its structure 

changes (growth of the 6-15 and 65+ age components), it is a challenge to respond effectively to the 

pressures stemming from population growth, especially in terms of ensuring a sufficient scale and 

quality of public services (e.g. through the gradual abolition of their territorial competencies) and 

housing. Specific problems are also caused by the increase in the number of one-person households. 

A big issue are rising prices of flats and rental housing in economic centres, especially in Prague. 

Gentrification processes may also have major negative social impacts in the context of diminishing 

housing affordability.   

The lack and non-affordability of flats results in the growth of suburbs. Even in these areas, steps will 

be taken to ensure at least a minimum standard of public facilities. Sufficient scope of public facilities 

is also needed in the hinterlands (catchment areas) of metropolitan areas, which cannot be considered 

as suburbia. At the same time, public facilities in the hinterlands of metropolitan areas need to be 

addressed in the context of the daily behaviour of local residents, who often use services in the cores 

of metropolises. 

Large towns also experience concentration of marginalized groups of urban population (e.g. people 

with mental health problems, people at risk of addiction, homeless people, ethnic minorities such as 

the Roma, etc.), for whom sufficient quality and range of public facilities must be ensured. At the same 

time, cities are becoming more diversified, the share of foreigners in both high- and low-skilled jobs is 

increasing, which makes specific demands on services and education.  

Solution:  

In the hinterlands of metropolitan areas, sufficient scope and quality of public facilities will be ensured, 

including the availability of attractive housing. In metropolises, there will be better provision of public 

facilities (e.g. micro-creches, children's groups, nursery and primary schools, libraries) also for 

foreigners so as to facilitate the arrival of highly qualified labour (including family members) from 

abroad and integration of all groups of foreigners.  

If municipalities in the hinterlands of metropolitan areas are growing in population (or the population 

growth of municipalities in metropolitan hinterlands is expected), the planning of public facilities 

should respect the Standards of Availability of Public Infrastructure54, except for social services the 

planning of which is reserved for Regions based on the current needs.  

The availability of housing in all forms of housing will be increased, both on the demand and supply 

side. The State administration will simplify the processes of territorial and building proceedings (but 

maintaining public participation and environmental impact assessment), which should speed up the 

construction and renovation of buildings and reduce the shortage of housing in the cores of 

metropolitan areas.  

Cities will provide sufficient space for housing development in their land-use plans (especially in the 

cores of metropolises on brownfields and other areas with under-utilized potential) and will actively 

participate in new housing construction (especially in the segment of affordable rental housing) and in 

                                                           
54Available from: http://www.uur.cz/images/8-stanoviska-a-metodiky/53-TB050MMR01-Standardy-dostupnosti-verejne-
infrastruktury-2017-10-30.pdf.  

http://www.uur.cz/images/8-stanoviska-a-metodiky/53-TB050MMR01-Standardy-dostupnosti-verejne-infrastruktury-2017-10-30.pdf
http://www.uur.cz/images/8-stanoviska-a-metodiky/53-TB050MMR01-Standardy-dostupnosti-verejne-infrastruktury-2017-10-30.pdf
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expanding and making accessible their own housing stock for non-segregated social and affordable 

housing. Conditions will be created to stimulate public construction.   

Metropolitan centres will prevent the emergence of socially or ethnically excluded localities through 

interventions in housing estates and other vulnerable areas and by targeted and comprehensive 

support of vulnerable groups of the population. In their development concepts, cities in this category 

should also focus on persons threatened by the effects of gentrification.  

Type measures:  

Type measure 6:  To improve the availability of social and health services  

Problem:  Within the metropolitan region, there are areas with insufficient supply of social services, 

whether it is their absence or insufficient capacity, or their inaccessibility for the target group in need 

in the highly concentrated parts of the metropolis. The service becomes inaccessible in terms of 

location, time, finances, capacities or definition of the service based on the target and age category of 

clients.  

Other problems are the insufficient coordination of services and focus on all target groups in need, 

with an emphasis on their community and preventive character. The metropolitan areas experience 

concentration of marginalized groups of the population, on the other hand, the society is aging and 

the share of senior citizens is increasing. A sufficient range of social services must be ensured for all 

these groups. Demographic aging is one of the reasons why it is necessary to develop the system of 

care for the elderly.   

Top medical centres require modernization. The population aging and other influences result in the 

growing demand for health services provided in the patient's own social environment, and so it is 

necessary to develop a system of care, providing both health and social services based on the individual 

needs of the clients in their own environment. 

In the area of health services, the metropolitan hinterlands face a shortage of physicians (and nurses) 

in so-called primary care (i.e. general practitioners for adults, general practitioners for children and 

adolescents, dentists and gynaecologists) as well as specialists. Top medical workplaces in city centres 

require continuous modernization. With the aging population and the gradual shift of the focus of care 

to the community, there is an increasing demand for health services provided in the patient's own 

social environment. 

Content: Ensuring the availability of social services based on the identified needs in the individual parts 

of Regions. In metropolitan areas, it is necessary to work on coordinating social services planning 

(including better communication across city districts) and to improve the availability of social services 

in socially excluded localities, including services for the elderly. Ensuring the accessibility of the service 

locally but also in time. Ensuring the availability of outreach and outpatient social services that will 

allow people to remain in their home environment, thus reducing their departure to residential 

facilities.  

Building and developing a functional network of quality social services, including their facilities, with 

an emphasis on their community and preventive character, focusing on the whole spectrum of target 

groups at risk of social exclusion (persons with disabilities, including psychiatric illnesses, also in 

connection with the process of psychiatric care reform, at-risk youth, families with vulnerable children, 
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substance abusers, elderly dependents (including people with dementia), carers for relatives (informal 

carers), families in material need, ethnic minorities, persons (including children) with autism and 

behavioural disorders, victims of domestic or sexual violence, foreigners, etc.).  

A major challenge is the prevention of housing loss and the emergence of homelessness exit 

programmes that will be able to handle the complex needs of homeless people (a combination of social 

problems, psychiatric illnesses, etc.). Another important area are support programmes for returning 

long-term unemployed and disadvantaged people to the labour market. 

Support for modernizing the equipment of highly specialized centres, which will enable medical acts 

to be performed at world level and to be accessible to patients from all over the Czech Republic, and 

a maximum use of the high expertise of physicians. Improving access to health services - especially 

primary care in the metropolitan hinterlands and its connection to hospital care (urgent admissions) 

and care provided in the patient's own social environment, especially palliative and nursing home care.  

Setting up functional cooperation between the MoH, MLSA, MEYS and MoF in addressing services on 

the borderline between health and social care. It is essential to share information, both between 

healthcare providers and between health care and social care providers. The solution should also 

include a clear identification of the financial source for the payment of care.  

Target situation: A functioning network of social services and other support measures, with an 

emphasis on their community and preventive character, targeting the entire spectrum of target groups 

at risk of social exclusion, including preventing housing loss, ending homelessness and encouraging 

return to the labour market. Coordinated planning of social services respecting citizens' needs. A 

network of social services with optimal capacity for people in an unfavourable social situation who 

need help from social services.  

Sufficient minimum number of specialists and physicians (and nurses) in primary care covering the 

given metropolis area. A functioning network of health and social services at all levels - from highly 

specialized care serving the entire Czech Republic to primary care linked adequately to hospital care 

and to care provided in accordance with the client's needs in the patient's own social environment. 

Interconnection of social and health services.  

Target group: providers and users of health and social services 

Main holder: MoH (methodological guidance, drawing up strategies for the individual target groups, 

grant support), MLSA (drawing up the National Strategy for Social Services, the Social Inclusion Strategy 

2021-2030, the Concept of Preventing and Addressing Homelessness in the Czech Republic until 2020 

ƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ нлмрҍ нлнрΣ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ht 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ 

methodological guidance, grant support), Office of the Government of the Czech Republic (grant 

support for addiction services) 

Other holders: ASI 

Main contractors: Regions, municipalities, NGOs, providers of social and health services, MoH, HEIs, 

key actors of teaching hospitals, health insurance companies, voluntary associations of municipalities, 

Association of Health Insurance Companies 

 

Type measure 7:   To improve the availability of education and childcare services 
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Problem: Metropolitan areas face a critical shortage of micro-creches and children's groups, which are 

crucial for enabling parents to return to active working life early, also in the context of increasing labour 

flexibility. As a result of suburbanisation, the capacity of nursery and primary schools in some regions 

is approaching its limits and some municipalities have difficulty meeting the demand (for example, 

municipalities in the administrative districts of the municipalities with extended powers Beroun, 

2ŜǊƴƻǑƛŎŜΣ ~ƭŀǇŀƴƛŎŜΣ YǳǌƛƳύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ infrastructure, offer and a system for lifelong learning. 

Content: Ensuring accessible micro-creches and children's groups55 as well as sufficient capacities (by 

building and renewing quality infrastructure) of nursery and primary schools and libraries as 

educational centres with regard to demographic development. Improving the strategic planning in this 

area, including through the use of population projections in the individual parts of the metropolitan 

area with a link to the possibilities of housing construction according to the land-use plan of the locality 

and development projects currently under preparation. Reflecting the Standards of Availability of 

Public Infrastructure in the fast-growing areas.  

Target situation: Adequate capacities of micro-creches, children's groups and nursery and primary 

schools.   

Target group: families with children, children in pre-school education, pupils  

Main holder: MEYS, MLSA   

Other holders: MoF, MoRD, ASI 

Main implementors: education authorities sponsoring schools and educational establishments  

Type measure 8:  To create conditions for affordable housing and to improve housing estates 

Problem: Metropolitan areas are dynamically growing areas, which are also characterized by a 

relatively significant population growth. The population growth is not accompanied by an adequate 

supply of affordable housing. Services for residents and the housing function as such disappear from 

the centres of large cities. There is also a problem of houses in a long-term disuse, which are gradually 

dilapidating and reduce the quality of the environment in their surroundings. There is a risk of 

segregation and concentration of socially weaker people in housing estates. Given the rising energy 

prices, a significant proportion of households are at risk of energy poverty (i.e. the inability of 

households to pay for their energy costs and the resulting debt or disproportionate saving and the 

resulting consequences).  

Content: In metropolitan areas, creating conditions for affordable housing for all population groups, 

including socially vulnerable groups. Ensuring a sufficient number of municipal rental apartments. 

Making use of the unused buildings and returning a function to brownfield properties. Densifying the 

built-up areas in urban centres and keeping them populated, while preserving or developing green 

residential infrastructure to provide a wide range of ecosystem services (including adaptation to 

climate change). By improving the quality of housing estates, making this type of housing more 

attractive and maintaining an economically heterogeneous population in them.  

                                                           
55 It is key to ensure systematic financial (and other) support (by the State, local governments, service providers, etc.) of 

ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛŎǊƻ-ŎǊŝŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
children in the labour market and so they prevent poverty and help to maintain a position in the labour market. They enable 
reconciliation of professional and family life and act as a measure to prevent social exclusion. Such (systematic) support is a 
cross-cutting theme and applies to metropolitan areas as well as to agglomerations and regional centres and their rural 
hinterlands.  
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Working to improve the quality of public space and, equally, to modernize the housing stock which is 

largely privately owned. It is therefore necessary to motivate its owners through non-subsidy support. 

The solution should include adaptation of housing estates to climate change (retention and 

management of rainwater, public spaces and green infrastructure), reducing energy intensity, 

strengthening local communities and preventing social exclusion and the occurrence of socio-

pathological phenomena. Reducing the risk of energy poverty.  

Target situation: Quality municipal housing stock, a part of which is earmarked for affordable housing. 

Urban built-up areas with high-quality public space and low incidence of pathological phenomena.  

Target group: residents of metropolitan areas  

Main holder: MoRD 

Other holders: MoE (in relation to residential greenery), ASI, MoLSA (Strategy of Social Inclusion 2021-

2030, Concept of Social Housing 2015-2025), MIT (in relation to the energy performance of buildings 

and energy poverty) 

Main implementers: municipalities, local action groups, voluntary associations of municipalities 

Type measure 9: To improve integration of foreigners at local level 

Problem: The growing share of foreigners creates a specific demand for deployment and coordination 

of services for this group.  

Content: Encouraging integration through knowledge-based policies (from strategy development to 

service delivery). Strengthening the role and competency of local authorities in this process, closer 

involvement of and cooperation with employers, involvement of the wider public. Informing and 

educating foreigners about the Czech society and informing the public about the life of foreigners.   

Target situation: Existence of interconnected services and other tools supporting the integration of 

foreigners. 

Target group: foreigners 

Main holder: MoI 

Other holders: ASI 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, NGOs 

 

Type measure 10: To help develop and exploit the cultural and creative potential of metropolitan 

areas  

Problem: Metropolises are important cultural and creative centres whose importance transcends their 

territorial borders. The population of metropolises, or metropolitan areas is increasing, which scales 

up the need for the development of their cultural functions. The potential of the positive role of culture 

and creative activities in the development of core areas is not yet sufficiently exploited.  

Content: In large cities, there is a concentration of actors in the field of cultural and creative industries, 

which can be used for the development of the cities and their parts. In order to exploit the potential 

of the role of culture and creativity in support of regional development, support will be provided to 

the individual actors (institutions, private entities, artists, etc.) and their activities within the new and 

wider role of cultural institutions (festivals, art projects and other). In the field of cultural and creative 
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industries, the aim is to achieve positive impacts on the international competitiveness of cities, to 

improve public life, attractiveness of places for visitors and to diversify the labour market towards 

greater integration of the arts professions. The establishment of creative and artistic centres or clusters 

will be specifically supported in cultural heritage buildings (e.g. by using the unused heritage buildings 

and sets of structures including industrial architecture, and by linking the individual actors operating 

in culture). In connection with other activities, it is also advisable to revitalise and modernise 

monuments, museums, galleries, theatres, libraries and other facilities used for cultural purposes, or 

to build new cultural facilities. The metropolises focus on optimal cooperation with relevant domestic 

and foreign entities in order to support artistic professions and ensure beneficial cooperation with 

artists. 

In order to increase the attractiveness of metropolitan areas, it is necessary to ensure the 

interconnection of culture and tourism and to exploit the potential of making cultural and historical 

attractions accessible to tourism. At the same time, however, it is necessary to ensure sustainable 

visitor management and develop sustainable forms of tourism with an emphasis on connecting the 

metropolises with their hinterlands. In the case of Prague in particular, it is necessary in the long run 

to promote principles that will lead to a more even distribution of visitors also outside some parts of 

the historic centre.  

Target situation: Culturally and creatively attractive metropolises on an international scale, with a 

productive value of the cultural and creative industry comparable to the best countries in this area 

(creative/artistic clusters, following the model e.g. of Berlin). Increased share of revitalized and utilized 

cultural assets such as cultural and technical monuments, natural attractions (while respecting nature 

protection), cultural events and other. Cultural tourism, cultural industry and creative industries 

contribute to increasing the attractiveness of metropolitan areas.  

Target group: actors in the field of culture 

Main holder: MoC 

Other holders: MoRD 

Main implementers: Cities, Regions, cultural institutions, owners of monuments and other attractions, 
NGOs active in tourism, culture and creative industry, voluntary associations of municipalities  

 

Specific Objective 1.4: Effectively using the built-up areas, reducing greenfield construction caused 
by the growth of metropolitan areas, expanding and interconnecting greenery areas in the urban 
space and streamlining water and energy management in metropolitan areas. 

Justification of the specific objective:  

In the area of the environment, steps will be taken to reduce the negative impacts associated with the 

economic and spatial growth of metropolitan areas.  

Especially in the cores of metropolitan areas (or generally in urbanized landscapes), negative impacts 

of climate change can be expected and must be adapted to. For large cities, a specific phenomenon is 

the overheating of microclimate and inner city surfaces causing heat stress or heat islands, as the 

temperature measured in settlements is higher than in the open countryside due to high heat 

absorption by paved surfaces. That may result in a decreased quality of life of the population without 
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adequate housing and possibly in deteriorated health of certain groups of the population (especially 

elderly and ill persons and young children).  

In connection with climate change, problems may arise in connection with the availability and quality 

of drinking water (although the sources of drinking water lie outside metropolitan areas), increased 

occurrence of extreme weather events (torrential rainfall or heat waves) and with ensuring the security 

of critical infrastructure, property and people's lives.  

In the cores of metropolitan areas, there is a large number of free (unused) areas, brownfields and 

vacant lots, whose development or revitalization is desirable and represents the main tool for reducing 

suburbanization (new development in the open country). Nevertheless, due to the attractiveness of 

metropolitan areas, this issue can be often better addressed there than in smaller (regional) centres.  

The metropolises achieve energy savings by appropriately adjusting their energy management. 

Reducing energy consumption contributes to sustainable urban life. At present, emphasis must be 

placed on qualitative strengthening of energy management and intelligent consumption management. 

From a global perspective, cities bear the Czech Republic's commitment to reducing CO2 production. 

Solution:   

Steering the construction to the cores of metropolitan areas, densifying them and creating compact 

built-ǳǇ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 

change - ensuring sufficient and interconnected areas of quality greenery, so called residential green 

infrastructure providing a wide range of ecosystem services.   

As the development in the hinterlands of the cores of metropolitan regions will probably continue with 

regard to the attractiveness of these territories, it is necessary to plan and regulate the new 

development more effectively. The new development should be located primarily in good accessibility 

of public transport, in a form and extent that takes into account the values and conditions of the 

territory. Expansion of building land in spatial planning is possible only in the case of sufficient drinking 

water supply and subsequent waste water treatment, spatial planning must proceed in compliance 

with the River Basin Management Plans. 

Furthermore, strategic steps related to climate change adaptation will be implemented in the context 

of the Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in the Czech Republic, for example by ensuring 

sustainable water management. A partial goal is to slow down the surface runoff from the built-up 

area, preferably through using and infiltrating the rainwater where it falls. 

Proposals will be made for such measures and principles that strengthen an effective interconnection 

of areas with vegetation and improve the ecological stability of the area. In metropolitan areas, 

additional measures will aim to improve air quality by reducing the sources of that pollution (primarily 

car traffic) and to improve and increase the resilience of greenery and ensure water retention.  

From the nature protection point of view, the metropolitan areas can be considered as important areas 

of biodiversity which has more favourable conditions for its development here than, for example, in 

the intensively farmed landscape. The urbanization of unused space will respect the enclaves valuable 

as a result of natural succession, and will prefer near-natural forms of land use that will be incorporated 

into urban-designed areas. 
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Given the importance of metropolitan areas, critical infrastructure needs to be secured as much as 

possible from emergencies.  

Type measures:  

Type measure 11: To ensure coordinated spatial development of metropolitan areas 

Problem: Insufficiently co-ordinated spatial expansion of cities - a large amount of areas that can be 

developed, grabs of agricultural land, also due to the non-use of brownfields and vacant lots. The sub-

problems include the limited possibilities of transport services (by public transport, connection to 

multimodal transport centres of passenger and freight transport), non-conceptual establishment of 

logistic centres, poor public facilities, low quality of public space and increased pressure on municipal 

budgets.  

New neighbourhoods of family houses and apartment buildings are being built in the hinterlands, 

where due to the low population density it is very difficult to provide sufficient capacity of services. 

Content: Proposing adequate development of settlements with regard to their role within the 

settlement structure and their existing character, to steer the housing development into locations that 

can be served by quality public transport, especially rail transport, and that are linked to settlements 

with adequate social infrastructure. 

Making more consistent use of existing spatial planning tools, regulating the new construction 

(phasing, territorial research studies, regulation plans), reducing agricultural land grabbing and clearly 

specifying the conditions for urban development. Coordination of strategic and spatial planning 

(including the coordinated involvement of all relevant actors and the public in both processes) will also 

contribute to improving the situation. Coordination of the development of metropolitan areas/ 

agglomerations is also a task of regional spatial planning tools - the Territorial Development Principles 

drawn up by each Region. In the case of Prague and the Central Bohemia Region, coordination of 

spatial development is more difficult for administrative reasons than in the case of the Brno and 

Ostrava metropolitan areas.     

Target situation: More effective and coordinated strategic and spatial planning ensuring sustainable 

development of each municipality with quality environment and services for the life of the inhabitants. 

Regulated development of settlements with sufficient population density allowing long-term 

operation of basic services ideally within walking distance and within reach of public transport. 

Target group: residents of metropolitan areas, owners of land and buildings  

Main holder: MoRD  

Other holders: -  

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, local action groups, administrative districts of 

municipalities with extended powers, voluntary associations of municipalities and other public 

authorities56  

                                                           
56 Employees of territorial self-governing units play an important role in influencing spatial planning. 
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Type measure 12:  To improve microclimatic conditions in metropolitan areas 

Problem: Climate change will have significant negative impacts on the microclimatic conditions in the 

city, including an intensifying overheating of artificial surfaces and further deterioration of air quality 

(photochemical smog, dust generation).  

Content: A comprehensive set of measures creating synergies and complementarities - protection and 

development of residential greenery, application of measures to increase the resilience and 

functionality of greenery, creating integrated systems of residential greenery, planting of insulating 

greenery along high-traffic roads and industrial sites (existing and planned), supporting greenery on 

buildings (green facades, roofs), water management (rainwater management, safe use of grey water, 

efficient water management in industry), efficient use of energy.  

In the case of the Ostrava metropolitan area, intensive cooperation with Poland to set common limits 

and strategic targets for the volume of emitted emissions from all three key sources (industry, local 

combustion heaters and motorised private transport).  

The issue is dealt with in detail and systematically in the strategic documents of the Ministry of the 

Environment and in the cross-sectoral Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in the Czech Republic. 

Target situation: Cities prepared for climate change and reducing its impact on people's lives.  

Target group: Residents of metropolitan areas  

Main holder: MoRD 

Other holders: MoE, MoA, MIT 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, local action groups, land and building owners, industrial 

companies, voluntary associations of municipalities 
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Strategic Objective 2 

Agglomerations exploiting their growth potential and playing the role of important regional 

economic, cultural and research, development and innovation centres  

Agglomerations exploit their development potential and play the role of important regional economic, 

cultural and research, development and innovation centres; in some cases and scientific disciplines, 

the centres have important national and international overreaches and impacts.  

The agglomerations have good transport links with each other and with metropolitan areas; the 

transport connection between the agglomeration cores and hinterlands is sufficiently intensive and of 

high quality. The regions bordering on major agglomerations of neighbouring countries are connected 

through sufficient-capacity infrastructure. Cities and their hinterlands are well prepared for climate 

change. The agglomerations provide public facilities of sufficient quality and scope and will seek to 

eliminate socially excluded localities.   

The category of agglomerations is very heterogeneous, while some cities and their hinterlands will 

have the ambition to maintain their role of an agglomeration and act as strong Regional capitals, other 

cities will tend towards strong metropolitan areas.  

Specific Objective 2.1: Improving the conditions for a shift of domestic and foreign companies from 

cost-oriented competitiveness to knowledge-based competitiveness, improving the international 

position of research organizations and developing smart specialization in agglomerations and their 

hinterlands. 

Justification of the specific objective:  

A distinctive feature of agglomerations is the varying degree and different nature of their 

specialization, their highly varying position in the national innovation system and the incomplete and 

unevenly developed regional innovation systems. The individual agglomerations have a very different 

level/stage of transformation into a knowledge-based economy, they have different levels and 

different character of foreign investments, especially in terms of such investments in activities with 

higher added value. The quality and importance of HEIs and research organizations in agglomerations 

are very diverse and only some of them are more important in international comparison. Also, their 

cooperation with the business community and their contribution to creating knowledge actually used 

for economic growth are very diverse, even within a single agglomeration, and the economic benefits 

are not always related to research or scientific quality. In research facilities in agglomerations that are 

the centres of Regions, there are often several high-quality or top-level teams of a certain 

specialization and a number of teams that are not doing as well in national or international comparison.     

The economic base of these regions is still predominantly made up of companies that hold 

disadvantaged positions within global production networks or are part of large multinational 

corporations and are therefore vulnerable to world market fluctuations. Moreover, the economic 

benefits of public R&D&I investment in these regions, the commercial exploitation of R&D&I results, 

the overall level of cooperation with the business sector and the ambition of companies remain low. 

Work with talented students (at all levels) and internationalization of research organizations are still 

low. 
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Solution:  

In agglomerations, support will be provided to activities that utilize and develop their specializations, 

including any use of know-how in one field to search for opportunities in or to enter another field 

(smart specialization). Research organizations will be motivated to cooperate more closely with the 

business sector in the Region and outside it and to make greater use of knowledge for economic 

development. The development of research infrastructure, the growth of skilled jobs, the development 

of research-oriented study programmes at HEIs, international contacts and cooperation will be 

strengthened especially in top-level or growing-level fields. The potential of Regional scientific libraries 

and other public libraries will be used to ensure access to information for research, development and 

innovation as well as for science popularization.  

In the case of foreign companies, conditions will be created or improved for the groups to allocate 

their activities with higher added value in the Czech Republic (in agglomerations), and in the case of 

domestic companies, their efforts to improve their position in global value chains will be supported, 

mainly their shift to a higher level in them (upgrading) and increased involvement in international 

markets. The above solutions will also include the identification of talents and the creation of 

conditions and processes that will lead to their development and allow them to contribute as much as 

possible to the transformation of the Region (not only in the field of economy).  

To support the arrival and stay of knowledge-oriented foreign (multinational) firms, together with their 

(top) management and highly qualified employees, it is necessary to improve the culture of life in 

agglomerations in the broadest sense in order to support such executive employees and to offer a 

sufficient share of quality public services. Last but not least, emphasis will be placed on supporting 

activities aimed at changing the objectives and content of education at its various levels, which will 

respond to trends related to digitization, automation and new labour market requirements.  

Type measures:  

Type measure 13:  To use the economic potential of agglomerations more effectively and to develop 
the scientific and research bases of agglomerations 

Problem: Low competitiveness of agglomerations.  

Content: Support for the development of scientific and research centres and corporate research 

centres, including cooperation with foreign workplaces and with the business and industrial base 

(science and technology parks, hubs), support for entrepreneurship development, start-ups including 

innovation infrastructure services (coaching, consulting, acceleration programmes), support for the 

development of specialised services for foreign investors, support of cooperation of secondary schools 

and post-secondary vocational schools, apprenticeship schools, HEIs and the business sector in the 

territory with a view to ensuring quality practical preparation of pupils and students (support mainly 

ŦƻǊ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŀǘ I9LǎύΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ 

knowledge from practice to the school and academic environment and vice versa. Support for library 

development.  
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Investing in technical equipment of schools and research workplaces, supporting the development of 

human resources for R&D&I, supporting the retention of existing quality researchers and attracting 

new talent from abroad, mobility of scientists (aimed at acquiring knowledge and experience) and their 

return from abroad, awarding grants to companies (focusing on cooperation with regional schools and 

domestic and foreign research workplaces) and research organizations (focusing on cooperation with 

the business sector and their development in the direction of excellence in fields with great potential), 

development of conditions for the establishment of foreign scientists in the Czech Republic. Especially 

fields with significant potential and links to RIS3 (national or regional) will be developed. Promoting 

access to information for research, development and innovation as well as for the popularization of 

science results through libraries. 

Target situation: Increased competitiveness and economic position of agglomerations.  

Target group: cities, research organizations, Czech business sector (small, medium-sized and large 

firms), foreign investors, excellent researchers, students with outstanding research achievements 

Main holder: MIT, MEYS 

Other holders: MoI, MFA, MLSA, TACR, GACR 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, apprenticeship, secondary, post-secondary vocational 

schools and HEIs, business sector, research organizations, MIT, CzechInvest, regional innovation 

centres/agencies, business incubators. 

 

Specific Objective 2.2: Improving or completing the connection of agglomerations to nearby large 

settlements beyond state borders and to neighbouring agglomerations or metropolises, improving 

transport between agglomerations' cores and their hinterlands and improving conditions for the 

attractiveness of modes of transport other than motorised private transport.  

Justification of the specific objective:  

A sufficient-capacity and fast connection of agglomerations to the nearest metropolis is still not 

completed in all cases and represents one of the limitations of their development. This applies to both 

road and rail connections. The connections of some agglomerations to other agglomerations are also 

insufficient. Some agglomerations do not even have sufficient links to the nearest large foreign cities. 

A problem, the solution of which is at different stages in different agglomerations, is the attractive 

suburban transport of sufficient quality and capacity, or the connection of the agglomeration cores 

with their nearby and more distant hinterlands. 

However, transport service in the wider hinterlands of agglomerations is also problematic, as the 

supply does not always match the demand of passengers. In addition, poor air quality (and other 

negative aspects) is evident, among other things, due to the high density of  motorised private 

transport and poor transport permeability of cities (both on roads and railways). 

Solution:  

There will be interventions that will contribute to ensuring adequate transport connections with 

metropolises in the Czech Republic and other metropolises in neighbouring countries and in Europe, 
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as well as connections of agglomerations with each other. Integrated transport systems will continue 

to be supported in the Regions, i.e. sub-measures will be aimed at strengthening multimodality 

between motorised private transport and public (especially rail) transport as well as between the 

different types of public transport (based on a backbone and full-area service system) in order to 

alleviate the burden on the cores of agglomerations and streamline the transport from hinterlands, 

without increasing the load of motorised private transport on the cores. The deficit in transport 

capacity of roads will be addressed primarily through sophisticated traffic regulation and support for 

public passenger transport and rail freight transport. 

Based on the interventions of the State, Regions and cities, the fleet will be modernized in the sense 

of supporting emission-free and low-emission and safe public transport, which will always be linked to 

other measures intended to increase the efficiency of public transport. Improvement of the connection 

between the hinterlands and cores of the agglomerations will also be supported. The construction of 

bypasses is essential for some agglomerations as it will contribute to improving the accessibility of TEN-

T networks. The rail link between some agglomerations will be connected to high-speed lines.  

The airports of some agglomerations will be strengthened in view of the need for their development 

by connecting them to European transport hubs. With regard to the objectives of European transport 

policy, it is necessary to ensure capacity mainly for long-haul and intercontinental flights, at the 

expense of short-haul flights, which should be replaced by fast rail.    

The implementation of intelligent transport systems (traffic management based on the current 

situation, guiding to free parking spaces, etc.) will also be supported in order to reduce the negative 

impacts of transport. 

The issue of transport will be addressed, among other things, in the sustainable mobility plans, the 

drawing up of which is recommended for cities over 20 thousand inhabitants.  

Type measures:  

Type measure 14: To ensure high-quality transport connection and service in the territory of 
agglomerations for passenger and freight transport 

Problem: Insufficient transport links (frequency and travel time) with metropolises, insufficiently 

served functional area (core-hinterland), low investment in transport infrastructure (connection to 

metropolises in the Czech Republic, other European metropolises in the border areas of neighbouring 

countries and other European metropolises, TEN- T, a system of fast connections, support of airport 

development in accordance with the Air Transport Concept), further development of the potential of 

urban public and non-motorised transport.   

Content: Support for ensuring transport service in the territory through the development of fare and 

operational integration, investments in urban and suburban public transport fleets (respecting 

environmental aspects), construction of transport terminals and multimodal hubs, support for non-

motorised transport, telematics, investments in rail and road infrastructure (e.g. railway lines, 

modernization and reconstruction of class II and III roads), with good connection to the metropolis and 

TEN-T (planned high-speed rail in the context of fast connections), support for bikesharing and 

carsharing, investment in airport development. Support for the construction of P+Rs linked to urban 
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public transport and support for the construction of bypasses (linked to possible low-emission zones 

or the introduction of selective vehicle-entry bans).    

Target situation: Higher-capacity and accelerated transport links between agglomerations and 

metropolises in the Czech Republic, other metropolises in Europe and in the border regions of 

neighbouring countries, improved transport service in the functional areas (core-hinterland), increased 

modernization of fleets and environmentally friendly modes of transport. 

Target group: city dwellers and commuters, potential investors 

Main holder: MT 

Other holders: aƻ9Σ {¿5/ όwŀƛƭǿŀȅ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴύΣ wa5Σ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

administration, carriers (public, private) 

Main implementers: wŜƎƛƻƴǎΣ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΣ {¿5/Σ wa5Σ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ 

associations of municipalities 

 

Type measure 15:   To manage traffic more effectively and help reduce its negative effects  
Problem: Poor air quality caused, among other things, by high density of motorised private transport 

and poor transport permeability of cities that has other negative aspects (e.g. noise, dust or parking 

problems).   

Content: Support for the deployment of intelligent transport systems (traffic management based on 

the current situation, guiding to free parking spaces, acceleration of transit for IRS components during 

their rescue missions, etc.) and sustainable forms of transport.  

Target situation: Reduced pollutant emissions from transport thanks to a reduction in unnecessarily 

driven km (e.g. in search of free parking space) and improved traffic flow and safety.  

Target group: city dwellers and visitors 

Main holder: MT  

Other holders: MoE, MoRD 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, local action groups, RMD 

 

Specific Objective 2.3: Ensuring a sufficient range of services and preventing the emergence and 

deepening of social exclusion 

Justification of the specific objective:  

Although the category of agglomerations is relatively heterogeneous, many of them have long-term 

problems with large socially excluded localities and a high proportion of people with serious social 

problems such as over-indebtedness, long-term unemployment, low educational attainment, etc. (e.g. 

¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ /ƘƻƳǳǘƻǾύΦ 5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ 

a sufficient range of public services - both in the cities and in their hinterlands - also differ.    

At least in some agglomerations, the suburbanization process is a phenomenon, albeit at a lower 

intensity than in the category of strong metropolitan areas. Nevertheless, even here it is a challenge 

to ensure sufficient capacity and quality of services in the hinterlands of agglomerations (including the 
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growing suburbia). Same as the strong metropolitan areas, agglomerations experience concentration 

of marginalized population groups (e.g. homeless people).  

In economic centres (Pardubice, Pilsen, etc.), a specific challenge is the concentration of often 

temporary foreign workers (both from EU and third countries), who have specific needs with regard to 

the provided services and they increase the demands on local infrastructure. Foreign workers often 

also put pressure on relationships and coexistence in the locality. At the same time, it is necessary to 

take into account that some foreigners settle in such places. 

Solution:  

The activities of the cities will aim to strengthen the prevention of social and spatial exclusion. Due to 

their role in the settlement system, the agglomeration cores will offer specialized services of sufficient 

scale and quality, also in view of the high number of vulnerable groups (people with mental health 

problems, homeless people, people at risk of addiction, ethnic minorities, mainly the Roma). Even in 

agglomerations and their hinterlands, it will be necessary to address the requirements of aging 

population. In this context, it is therefore necessary to work on ensuring adequate capacities of 

residential and field social services and capacities of health care.   

The quality and supply of infrastructure for leisure, cultural and sporting activities will be improved in 

the agglomerations and their hinterlands, also in a link to reducing the risk of civilization diseases. 

Exploiting the potential of public libraries as educational, cultural and community centres. 

If municipalities in the hinterlands of agglomerations are growing in population (or the population 

growth of municipalities in an agglomeration hinterland is expected), the planning of public facilities 

should respect the Standards of Availability of Public Infrastructure57, except for social services the 

planning of which is reserved for Regions based on the current needs.  

In agglomerations of this category, there is often a relatively sufficient supply of vacant apartments in 

insufficiently attractive locations, so the problem is their quality and accessibility, for example for 

certain population groups with specific needs (senior citizens, persons with reduced mobility and 

orientation, single parents) and segregation. It is also necessary to support the development of high-

quality public space and its cultivation in housing estates and housing developments in cities.   

Support of targeted services for foreigners, which will help the co-existence in sufficient quality, 

structure and quantity, for foreigners both from EU and third countries, support of local relationships 

and prevention of conflicts in places with concentrated foreign workers. 

Promoting attractive public space and attractive housing. High-quality housing stock and public spaces 

with low incidence of pathological phenomena. A quality public space is a prerequisite for preventive 

action against socially pathological phenomena. 

Type measures:  

Type measure 16:  To ensure a sufficient range of social and health services 

                                                           
57 Available from: http://www.uur.cz/images/8-stanoviska-a-metodiky/53-TB050MMR01-Standardy-dostupnosti-verejne-
infrastruktury-2017-10-30.pdf.  

http://www.uur.cz/images/8-stanoviska-a-metodiky/53-TB050MMR01-Standardy-dostupnosti-verejne-infrastruktury-2017-10-30.pdf
http://www.uur.cz/images/8-stanoviska-a-metodiky/53-TB050MMR01-Standardy-dostupnosti-verejne-infrastruktury-2017-10-30.pdf
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Problem: Social services often have insufficient coverage, capacity and, in some cases, quality. The 

offer of social services does not correspond to demographic changes (population aging) or current 

needs. The population aging or suburbanization also brings increased demands on health services, 

especially in the area of primary care and care in the home environment. Problems persist with socially 

excluded localities in cities and with homelessness.  

Content: Investments in the whole range of social services (mainly field, out-patient and residential 

social services of a community nature) and community work. With regard to demographic trends 

predicting significant aging of the population, it is necessary to secure funds for investment activities 

aimed at building residential social services for the elderly. Support for the development of health 

services with an emphasis on primary care (and its link to hospital care in the form of emergency 

admissions), home care and palliative care.  

Target situation: Ensured quality of life and accessibility of services in agglomerations. Interconnection 

of social and health services.   

Target group: users of social and health services58 

Main holder: MoH (methodological guidance), MLSA (author of the National Strategy for Social 

Services, Concept of Preventing and Addressing Homelessness in the Czech Republic until 2020, 

Strategy of Social Inclusion 2021-2030) 

Other holders: ASI 

Main implementers: Regions, municipalities, NGOs, social service providers, health insurance 

companies, medical care providers, voluntary associations of municipalities  

 

Type measure 17:  To improve accessibility of education, to ensure quality infrastructure for 
education and childcare services 

Problem: As in metropolitan areas, the share of micro-creches and children's groups and the capacity 

and quality of educational establishments, especially for pre-school and primary education, as well as 

public libraries, are stagnating in agglomerations. Partial surveys also point to the absence or poor 

quality of school infrastructure and facilities, for example in secondary education.  

Content: Ensuring accessible micro-creches and children's groups59, as well as supporting the building 

and renewal of infrastructure and facilities of schools and educational establishments at pre-school 

and primary level, building and renewing the infrastructure and facilities of public libraries as 

information, education, cultural and community centres with regard to the demographic development 

and specific needs of the different social groups of the population. Ensuring the renewal of 

infrastructure and equipment of secondary schools and support for leisure activities.  

Target situation: Ensured quality of life and accessibility of services in agglomerations. 

                                                           
58 Families with children, senior citizens, socially disadvantaged people, homeless people, persons with mental illness, persons 
at risk of addiction, persons with disabilities, persons leaving prison, persons leaving residential care facilities, or other 
vulnerable groups. 
59Concerning the availability of micro-ŎƘǊŜŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ 

the given location, which reflect both the employment opportunities of parents with children and the travel distance to the 

childcare services.  
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Target group: inhabitants of agglomerations and their hinterlands   

Main holder: MEYS, MLSA  

Other holders: MoF, MoRD, ASI 

Main implementers: education authorities sponsoring schools and educational establishments, 

voluntary associations of municipalities 

 

Type measure 18: To ensure sufficient capacity of affordable and social housing for vulnerable groups 
or persons who have lost housing - outside segregated and excluded localities 

Problem: The lack of suitable affordable and social housing is one of the reasons for social and often 

spatial exclusion of individuals and whole families from society. Impacts of no, uncertain or 

unaffordable housing, as well as non-standard or poor quality housing are reflected in the functioning 

of the family, its involvement in the education or work process, and its access to other resources. 

Problems with housing financing mainly concern senior citizens and low-income people (see the target 

groups below); however, at present, housing problems in some regions do not avoid even the middle 

class. The impacts associated with the above shortcomings overreach to other issues such as 

indebtedness, undeclared work, dependence on benefits, early school leaving and other. 

Content: Ensuring sufficient capacity of affordable and social housing outside segregated and excluded 

locations, whether by buying, renting or constructing apartments and houses. At the same time, it is 

necessary to emphasize greater support and availability of social work (which should serve as a tool to 

prevent the loss of housing and to support the retention of housing). It is also necessary to support 

cooperation between the individual entities, both governmental and non-governmental, in helping 

people in housing need.   

Target situation:  Housing provided for groups at risk of housing inaccessibility. 

Target group: people in housing need (senior citizens, single-income families, families with more 

children, low-income groups of the population, physically or mentally handicapped persons, persons 

at risk of discrimination, i.e. persons of other ethnicity, religion, LGBTQ, persons leaving residential 

care, prison etc.)  

Main holder: MoRD, MLSA 

Other holders: ASI 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, providers of social services, bodies of social and legal 

protection of children, MoRD 

 

Type measure 19: To support the development and exploitation of the potential of agglomerations 
in the field of culture and tourism 

Problem: The agglomerations are important cultural centres of supra-regional importance. However, 

the potential of a positive role of culture in the development of agglomerations and their hinterlands 

is still insufficiently developed. With the quality interconnection of agglomerations with their 

hinterlands and Regions, the requirements for the function of culture also grow in these types of 

territory. 
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Content: In agglomerations, there is an increased concentration of actors offering cultural activities at 

the Regional level, which creates potential for the development of agglomerations and their 

hinterlands. At the same time, the agglomerations show a very high concentration of cultural or 

technical monuments and memory institutions preserving cultural heritage (museums, galleries, 

national heritage institutes, libraries), whose importance extends beyond the agglomeration itself.  

The agglomerations are natural centres of cultural and cognitive tourism and often represent a 

άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴs for the visitor. The quality functioning of that gateway is an 

important condition for tourism development in those regions. In order to exploit the cultural potential 

of agglomerations, the individual actors and their activities will be supported both in the field of culture 

itself and in the field of cultural-cognitive tourism. The aim of the support is to create full-fledged 

cultural centres of the national level, which will result in improving the quality of cultural life and the 

standard of living in general, the attractiveness of places for visitors, and connecting the individual 

actors active in the field of culture at Regional and wider regional levels.  

In order to increase the attractiveness of agglomerations, it is necessary to ensure revitalization and 

modernization of monuments (cultural and technical), museums, galleries, theatres, libraries60 and 

other cultural facilities, or the construction of new cultural facilities, and to support the 

interconnection of culture and tourism (utilising the potential of enabling access to cultural and 

historical attractions and living culture for tourists). However, in connection with the primary offer of 

the cultural and tourism sector, it is also necessary to support the development and maintenance of 

the accompanying public infrastructure, the existence of which is essential for the use of cultural 

facilities or tourist attractions. In a number of agglomerations, it is also appropriate to specifically 

support the establishment of creative and artistic centres or clusters. Support should primarily be 

directed to projects that are implemented on the basis of cooperation of several types of actors (public, 

private or non-profit sector) or fields of culture.  

Target situation: Culturally attractive agglomerations, which are centres of culture and cultural-

cognitive tourism not only for the hinterlands of the agglomerations, but also for the surrounding 

regions. Increased share of revitalized and utilised monuments, memory institutions and cultural 

facilities creating space for the development of cultural activities and tourism. 

Target group: actors operating in self-government, culture and tourism 

Main holder: MoC 

Other holders:  MoRD 

Main implementers: Regions, municipalities, cultural institutions, monument owners, tourism actors, 

voluntary associations of municipalities 

 

Specific Objective 2.4: Effectively addressing environmental problems associated with the 

concentration of large population and adapting agglomerations to climate change 

Justification of the specific objective:  

                                                           
60 E.g. support for libraries is mentioned here as they play an important role of information, educational and community 
centres in the area. 
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In agglomerations and their hinterlands, it is possible to observe phenomena largely similar to those 

of metropolises, only in a lower intensity (suburbanization, poor air quality, etc.). Even for 

agglomerations, climate change phenomena are a problem - on the one hand, the frequency and 

duration of droughts, and on the other hand, flash floods. A number of cities belonging to this category 

ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōǊƻǿƴŦƛŜƭŘǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ όŜΦƎΦ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳΣ ½ƭƝƴύΦ  

Cities in agglomerations achieve energy savings by appropriately adjusting their energy management. 

Reducing energy consumption contributes to sustainable urban life. At present, in some 

agglomerations, emphasis must be placed on simple reduction of energy consumption, in others on 

the qualitative enhancement of energy management and intelligent consumption management in the 

context of the Smart City or Smart Region concepts. From a global perspective, cities bear the Czech 

Republic's commitment to reducing CO2 production, some cities have their own commitment to the 

EU.  

Solution: 

Agglomerations will tackle environmental problems related to the concentration of a large part of the 

population. Also with regard to climate change, it is necessary to seek ways to improve the 

management of rainwater. To maintain or improve the quality of life in the cores of agglomerations, it 

is important to preserve greenery, increase its quality and resilience and strengthen (or revitalize) 

residential green infrastructure, city parks and other areas of greenery not only for leisure use.  

The impacts of intensive traffic in city centres will also be minimized also through the promotion of 

public transport and active mobility, the systemic deployment of the use of alternative propulsion in 

transport and the deployment of intelligent transport systems. These systems will monitor and 

regulate traffic and reduce its negative impact on the environment. Support will also be provided for 

public transport services and clean mobility (inter alia, electric transportation and its infrastructure, 

cycling and its infrastructure and walking) and intermodality as in metropolitan territories.  

For some cities in this category, it is important to regenerate brownfields and post-industrial areas 

(transport brownfields), both for business and non-business use (including their conversion to rest and 

leisure zones).  

Cities will be supported in their efforts to maximize energy savings and reduce CO2 production as they 

draft their territorial energy policies and implement them, and in their plans for renovation of 

buildings.  

 

Type measures: 

Type measure 20:  To promote sustainable spatial development of agglomerations 

Problem: Insufficiently coordinated spatial growth of agglomerations causing transport problems in 

both passenger and freight transport and the associated negative impacts on the environment and 

human health. 

Content: Changing the attitude and thinking of municipal assemblies, using developed methodologies 

(e.g. availability of public infrastructure), investing in people (training, examples of good and bad 
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practice - assembly members, municipal leaders, employees), creating a comprehensive system of 

training for municipal assembly members in order to improve the economic literacy of municipalities 

enabling them to set up responsible municipal housing policies and manage municipal land and 

administer their territories, taking into account environmental limits and the quality of life of the 

population. Coordination of the development of agglomerations is also a task of regional spatial 

planning tools - the Territorial Development Principles drawn up by each Region.  

Target situation: Effective and consistent use of spatial planning tools, coordinated strategic and 

spatial planning respecting environmental limits (link to specific objective 6.1)  

Target group: elected representatives 

Main holder: MoRD  

Other holders: -  

Main implementers61: Municipalities, Regions, local action groups, administrative districts of 

municipalities with extended powers and other State administration bodies, voluntary associations of 

municipalities.  

  

                                                           
61 Employees of territorial self-governing units play an important role in influencing spatial planning. 
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Type measure 21:  To improve microclimatic conditions in agglomerations 

Problem: In addition to poor air quality (transport, local combustion heaters), the urban environment 

is also influenced by the thermal island of the city. The microclimate in general in relation to climate 

change (air quality, surface and air overheating, low humidity and dustiness, etc.). In smaller 

settlements, the thermal island does not manifest itself to such an extent, but sealed surfaces  (and 

areas without grown vegetation and water bodies) get overheated, which has a negative impact on 

the quality of life of inhabitants (thermal stress of the population). 

According to the National Action Plan for Adaptation to Climate Change, the infiltration and retention 

capacity of the landscape is reduced in built-up areas with a significant proportion of paved areas from 

which water drains rapidly.  

Content: Support of territorial research studies focused on the establishment or revitalization of 

residential greenery, support of cities in reclamation of unused areas (brownfields), protection of 

existing grown greenery and development of residential green infrastructure. Targeted support of 

greenery resilience and quality through appropriate cultivation and other interventions. Support for 

planting insulating greenery in the vicinity of existing roads and for including greenery in new 

construction plans from the beginning of the building proceedings.  

Near-natural modifications of watercourse channels, conservation and planting of greenery, 

development of residential greenery systems, drainage of urbanized and industrial areas using 

rainwater management, reuse of the retained water, humidification of built-up areas, green roofs, 

water capture bodies, sustainable use of agricultural land. In rural areas on land intended for forest 

functions, promoting sustainable forest management (including through the application of regional 

forest development plans).  

The issue is addressed in detail and systematically in the strategic documents of the Ministry of the 

Environment and in the cross-sectoral Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in the Czech Republic.  

Target situation: Increased share and coherent system of urban greenery in cities, improved quality 

and resilience of greenery, improved air quality, reduced effect of the overheating of artificial surfaces 

and increased retention capacity of the territory.  

Target group: cities, city dwellers and visitors 

Main holder: MoRD, MoE, MoA, MT 

Other holders: MIT, MoF 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, local action groups, owners and operators of water 

supply and sewerage systems, owners of land and buildings, river basin authorities, voluntary 

associations of municipalities 
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Strategic Objective 3  

Economically stabilized regional centres are easily accessible centres of culture, employment and 

service for the relevant functional regions, their rural hinterlands have good transport connection 

to the regional centres, have a sufficient network of services and innovative solutions are applied 

there.   

Regional centres serve as pillars of the Czech settlement system offering services and job opportunities 

for their hinterlands. All regional centres are well connected to higher-order centres (metropolises and 

agglomerations), rural hinterlands are well connected by public transport and road connections to 

regional centres and have a sufficient network of services. Regional centres with stabilized economy 

and population and their rural hinterlands play an irreplaceable role in landscape conservation, care 

for the community environment and sustainable use of the landscape. In rural hinterlands, innovative 

and smart solutions are developed.  

Specific Objective 3.1: Creating suitable conditions for diversification of the economic base of 

regional centres and their rural hinterlands and utilization of their potential, and supporting the 

interconnection of business entities in relation to labour market needs. 

Justification of the specific objective:   

A problem of regional centres and their rural hinterlands is the insufficient diversification of their 

economic base. Regional centres and their hinterlands often have a number of potentials (including, 

for example, tourism) on which they can build their future development strategies. In this type of 

territory, basic knowledge of entrepreneurship is often lacking, and for capacity and professional 

reasons it is a problem for start-ups and small entrepreneurs to ensure basic operations related to 

running a business.    

In both regional centres and the rural hinterland, it is a challenge to revitalize brownfields and 

remediate environmental burdens, both for business and non-business use.  

In the area of the labour market, the requirements of the (micro)regional labour market are not aligned 

with the structure of the fields of study in secondary education (frequent high unemployment of 

school-leavers, frequent unemployability in the completed field of study), the content of the education 

does not always match the current needs of the labour market and mainly the dynamic changes of the 

modern economy that require adaptability and lifelong learning.  

For rural hinterland, an important issue is the availability of high-speed internet and the use of digital-

assisted public services, including the Internet of Things, which can be one of the aspects that will 

contribute to retaining the population in rural regions (for example thanks to work from home).    

Solution:  

Many regional centres are dependent on one or a few employers. Therefore, activities aimed at 

diversifying the economic base will be implemented. Existing business activities, in particular small, 

micro and social enterprises, will also be supported.    

Also in the category of regional centres, there are a number of innovative firms (in agriculture, market 

services and manufacturing) and branches of multinational companies, whose further development is 
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crucial for the regional centres and their rural hinterlands. The establishment of new business activities 

should be supported, inter alia, through the construction of business premises and incubators.   

Interventions will be implemented to facilitate the strengthening of the economic potential and 

entrepreneurship, and to enhance economic links with larger markets (nearby agglomerations, 

metropolises, international markets). In the hinterlands of regional centres, support will be primarily 

provided to small, medium and micro enterprises, including in relation to local products and tourism; 

the aim is inter-sectoral linkage and cooperation. Support will be given to the emergence of new 

business activities, also in a link to needs identified in the development of public facilities, incl. support 

of municipal and regional public private partnership projects. 

At the level of (and between) regional centres, steps will be taken to better integrate the regional 

labour market and the regional education system, while maintaining its autonomy and the primary 

function of learning objectives and content as tools for the development of individuals so that they are 

able to succeed in the modern labour market (even in the specific conditions and structure of the 

economies of the sub-regional centres) and are also capable of lifelong learning.  

Business activities will also be supported in the sense of setting up new businesses and strengthening 

the competitiveness of existing companies.  

Towns will emphasize active communication with existing or potential employers. Sub-measures will 

aim to reduce the potential negative impacts of the digitization and robotization process on the labour 

market - its structural imbalances and (wage) polarization. Individual steps will also be directed at 

maintaining qualified workforce whose arrival/stay is crucial for the development of the 

towns/regions. 

Brownfield revitalization will be addressed pursuant to the National Brownfield Regeneration Strategy. 

State and local authorities will seek further ways to improve the availability of high-speed internet in 

rural areas.  

In order to improve the development potential of some regions, activities will be implemented to 

improve the availability of high-speed internet in the still under-covered areas and to develop public 

services using digital applications, including the Internet of Things system. 

Type measures:  

Type measure 22: To diversify economic activities in regional centres and their hinterlands 

Problem: Reluctance and poor level of communication in transferring innovation and knowledge and 

good practice from metropolises and agglomerations (or abroad) to the territory, as well as in 

transferring information on the needs of companies.  

Content: In principle, existing companies can be modernised through conversion to more demanding 

activities - especially through after care - "asking what companies need", or by encouraging the arrival 

of investors / by incentives (actively seeking investments with higher added value). Support for the 

development of specialized services for foreign investors. The support can be targeted at the 

development of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises and the expansion of their economic 

activities, thereby enhancing employment. Transfer of innovation, knowledge and good practice from 
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metropolises and agglomerations (or abroad) to the territory. Support for implementation and 

introduction of innovations with the aim of expanding the economic activities carried out.  

Target situation: Stabilized and developing companies in regional centres and their hinterlands, 

increased number of job opportunities.  

Target group: micro, small and medium-sized enterprises 

Main holder: MIT 

Other holders: MoA 

Main implementers: Economic chambers, regional innovation centres/agencies, companies, Regions, 

municipalities, local action groups, CzechInvest, Enterprise Europe Network of the Czech Republic (a 

consortium of six partners headed by the Technology Centre of the Czech Academy of Sciences), 

voluntary associations of municipalities 

Type measure 23:   To improve cooperation between employers, the public sector and secondary 
schools  

Problem: Lack of cooperation between public administration, major employers and secondary schools.  

Content: Creating friendly incentives for business entities in the municipality, preventing the departure 

of investors and the disappearance of small businesses. Encouraging - also by firms - the establishment 

of clusters of actors in the territory (but not only firms) linked to the potentials of the territory.  

Strengthening cooperation of secondary schools (and post-secondary vocational schools) with 

companies in the territory, especially in the context of providing practical training for pupils in 

vocational education. Initiating a discussion on the needs of companies in relation to the region (public 

administration, school system).  

In line with the Innovation Strategy of the Czech Republic 2019ς2030, one of the tools in this area will 

be the creation of a system at national and regional level, which will coordinate cooperation between 

schools and employers based on dual education elements.  

Support for cooperation mainly of secondary schools, post-secondary vocational schools and 

apprenticeship schools with the business sector in the territory (focusing the framework educational 

programmes on the economic specialization of the territory); and investments in the technical 

equipment of schools and research workplaces.   

Target situation: Regular, factual and open cooperation and communication and cooperation among 

all actors in the territory.  

Target group: Public administration, employers and apprenticeship, secondary and post-secondary 

vocational schools.  

Main holder:  MEYS, MIT, MLSA 

Other holders: -  

Main implementers: CzechInvest, municipalities, Regions, schools, employers, local action groups, 

 voluntary associations of municipalities 

Type measure 24: To develop consulting centres for starting, small and medium-sized enterprises 
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Problem: Small businesses in rural areas may be confronted with missing knowledge of basic 

information on running a business (business plan creation) and it is difficult for them to deal with 

routine business-related tasks due to limited personnel and time resources.   

Content: Support for the development of entrepreneurship, establishing start-ups, including 

innovation infrastructure services (coaching, consulting, acceleration programmes), support for 

internationalization and business plan implementation. Linking the actors involved in business support, 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƴƻ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŘƻƻǊ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜέΦ Lƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

their rural hinterlands, assistance will also be directed towards the development of innovative 

businesses.  

All institutions providing counselling in the regions will be co-ordinated and a consulting one-stop shop 

will be established. This means that a starting small and medium-sized entrepreneur will get complete 

information in one place or, after the first visit, will be directed to an entity who will solve their 

problem. 

Target situation: The establishment of business activities will be facilitated and the risk will be reduced 

of early termination of a business activity due to poor orientation in the activities connected with 

company management (e.g. communication with authorities, etc.)  

Target group: start-ups, small and medium-sized enterprises 

Main holder: MIT  

Other holders: MLSA, ASI 

Main implementers: Labour Office, CzechInvest, regional innovation centres/agencies, Regions, 

municipalities, local action groups, NGOs, the Economic Chamber, Enterprise Europe Network of the 

Czech Republic (a consortium of six partners headed by the Technology Centre of the Czech Academy 

of Sciences), voluntary associations of municipalities 

Type measure 25: To revitalize brownfields   

Problem: Brownfields in this category may be close to town centres and they represent development 

areas that are potentially important for the region. According to data from CzechInvest, most of the 

registered brownfilelds originate in agriculture; similar unused localities of industrial origin are usually 

strongly contaminated and fall within the competence of MoE in terms of their registration in the 

Contaminated Sites Registration System (SEKM).   

In many cases, the barriers to the development and use of the brownfields are complex ownership 

relationships, unsettled financial obligations resulting from former economic activities, and old 

environmental burdens (but in that case the brownfields have a different status). This category does 

not cover even locations after former mining activities (with exceptions).       

Content: In accordance with the National Brownfield Regeneration Strategy, brownfields will be 

supported for reclamation and agricultural use (MoA), for industrial activities (MIT) or public services 

and tourism (MoRD). In this category of settlements, the role of the State is more appropriate (market 

forces are less likely to resolve the situation than in the case of metropolitan areas and some 

agglomerations).   

For brownfields, it is always appropriate to assess the risk of environmental burdens, the complex 

structure of owners and discharge of debts. In the case of confirmed anthropogenic pollution, it is 
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necessary to first assess the level of risk to human health and the environment. Any subsequent 

remediation must always be dealt with in cooperation with the Czech Environmental Inspectorate, 

while respecting the polluter pays principle. Thus, public funds can be used to support the removal of 

pollution only in the case of so-called orphan sites, where the original owner no longer exists and has 

been legally extinguished without successors. An important limiting factor for revitalization in such 

case is usually the high remediation costs, typically well above the locally usual price of the land and 

buildings concerned, and often the long remediation period lasting years to decades (especially if 

groundwater remediation is necessary). 

Supporting and developing the Brownfield Regeneration and Business Use Programme (MIT), limited 

to non-contaminated or only slightly contaminated sites, not exceeding the limit for risk to human 

health and the environment.  

The revitalisation of brownfields will take into account the biological value of such areas, e.g. resulting 

from natural succession, and their subsequent use will be selective according to the character of the 

individual parts of the revitalized area. 

Target situation: Increased share of revitalized and utilized brownfields, quality cooperation of actors 

involved in support of brownfield transformation.  

Target group: municipalities, Regions 

Main holder: MIT and CzechInvest (MoF and MoE in the context of brownfields affected by 

anthropogenic pollution with above-the-limit risk to human health) 

Other holders: MoRD, MoA 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, entrepreneurs, local action groups, property owners, 

voluntary associations of municipalities. 

Type measure 26: To improve accessibility of high-speed internet62  

Problem: In some areas, the infrastructure of high-speed networks of electronic communications 

enabling internet access is still underdeveloped, which also hampers efforts to retain the young and 

educated population and hinders the development of entrepreneurship.  

Content: Accelerating the support for development of high-speed networks of electronic 

communications by the Ministry of Industry and Trade to ensure the availability of internet services in 

areas not yet covered, but also to help increase transmission network parameters and the use of 

internet access services (including the possibility to use the Internet of Things for the operation of 

sensors and other terminal equipment for the purpose of public services) also in areas already covered. 

Target situation: High-speed electronic communications networks are constructed so as to enable 

compliance with the declared intentions of the European Commission in the Czech Republic whereby:  

(a) schools, HEIs, research organizations, transport hubs, hospitals, administration bodies, libraries and 

other businesses relying on digital technologies have internet access with download and upload speed 

at least 1 Gbps by 2025;  

                                                           
62 Currently, there are a number of concurrent strategies, plans and declarations of the need to improve the availability of 
high-speed Internet - such as the Strategic Framework Czech Republic 2030, Government Programme for Digitalization of the 
Czech Republic 2018+, Digital Czech Republic or the National Plan for Next Generation Networks. When formulating and 
implementing the specific measures, an analysis of all these documents will ensure that there is no duplication. 
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(b) all households have at least 100 Mbps internet access by 2025, which could be increased to 1 Gbps 

in the future; 

(c) all urban areas, major roads and railways are continuously covered with 5G networks by 2025.    

Main holder: MIT  

Other holders: Czech Telecommunications Office (CTO), MoRD 

Main implementers: MIT, CTO, municipalities, Regions, local action groups, voluntary associations of 

municipalities, representatives of the electronic communications sector, MoI, MoRD  
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Type measure 27: To develop sustainable tourism 

Problem: Untapped potential of tourism in regions.  

Content: Given the state of development of the tourism sector, it remains important to provide 

balanced support for the development of all three pillars of sustainable tourism (socio-economic, 

cultural, environmental). Under this measure, it is appropriate to support the development of 

sustainable forms of tourism (e.g. hiking and cycling, ecotourism) in conjunction with local production, 

rural tourism, preservation of local traditions and crafts, etc. In addition to measures to support the 

development of infrastructure in accordance with the principles of sustainable use of the cultural-

historical and natural potential of destinations, measures should also be implemented to promote 

cooperation between entities in the region, destination management and monitoring and 

management of the visitor flow. Last but not least, it is necessary to support both the quality 

improvement of the provided tourism services and the professionalisation of the tourism offer 

management. 

In border regions, tourism is often the only important tool for economic development; these areas 

need to deepen cross-border cooperation in destination management and develop tourism 

infrastructure so that tourism services can be consumed on both sides of the border, and create so-

called inter-sectoral products of sustainable tourism, which will enable a broader involvement of actors 

from various sectors. The situation is similar in inner peripheries on the borders of Regions, where it is 

often difficult to establish systematic cooperation. Inter-Regional cooperation in this area should be 

promoted in order to ensure uniform development of tourist destinations often artificially divided by 

administrative borders. The implementation of this measure should contribute to increasing the 

attractiveness of regions as tourism destinations, whereby raising the visitor numbers and the 

economic yield. At the same time, this measure must minimize the potential negative impact on the 

local community and the environment.   

Some regions are considering various forms of interconnection of organic farming and tourism 

(suitable also for inner peripheries), for example using local agricultural products in tourism facilities - 

again in a link to job creation for the local unemployed. When promoting tourism in tourism-intensive 

areas, it is necessary to pay attention to environmental and socio-cultural and demographic limits of 

the territory and the capacity of local infrastructure, or to consistently promote sustainable visitor 

management, while promoting cooperation between tourism-intensive areas and their neighbouring 

regions in order to optimise the concentration of visitors and to increase the multiplier effect of 

tourism in the area. The key document defining the objectives in the area of tourism is the Concept of 

the State Tourism Policy of the Czech Republic for 2021ς2030.  

Target situation: Balanced development of all three pillars of sustainable tourism with an impact on 

increasing the attractiveness of regions as tourist destinations.  

Target group: visitors  

Main holder: MoRD 

Other holders: -  

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, destination management organizations, local action 

groups, professional associations, non-governmental non-profit organizations, tourism entities, 

voluntary associations of municipalities 
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Specific Objective 3.2: Improving transport accessibility within regions 

Justification of the specific objective:   

Not all regional centres are suitably connected with their hinterlands in terms of transport. Pollution 

(especially air and noise pollution) is a frequent problem in regional centres, also due to the fact that 

in many towns of this category, the main traffic routes run through their centres. Moreover, the 

transport infrastructure (local roads, class II and III roads) in micro-regional centres and their 

hinterlands is currently in poor condition. 

Smaller regional centres have more difficult conditions for introducing urban public transport and 

therefore the problem of heavy load by private transport is difficult to solve. For this reason, it is 

appropriate also for smaller regional centres to develop at least a simplified version of the Sustainable 

Urban Mobility Plan.  

Integrated transport systems (ITS) should also be deployed in rural areas as part of Region-wide 

systems, including P+R. In addition to the coordination of intra-urban transport, it is advisable to 

further improve the coordination of transport services between the centre and its hinterland so that 

the supply of connections corresponds to real passenger demand, including weekend and holiday 

connections between regional centres and their hinterlands, the absence of which often hinders the 

ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ of leisure activities of residents and 

development of tourism on local or regional level. Insufficient provision of transport links at weekends 

and on holidays also augments motorised private transport and increases parking problems. 

Solution:  

At the micro-regional level, steps will be taken to improve the connectivity and accessibility of the 

micro-regional centres (e.g. former district capitals and municipalities with extended powers).  

Within the Regions, maintaining and further developing the integrated transport systems covering the 

entire territory of the Region with a link to the neighbouring Regional ITS. Furthermore, the P+R 

system, a network of safe cycle paths associated with commuting to work, schools, services, leisure 

activities and tourism. Ensuring good transport accessibility also at weekends and on public holidays 

so that leisure activities can develop.    

The actors concerned will maintain links ensuring at least a minimum connection between the 

hinterlands and the regional centres. Steps will be taken to ensure effective transport service, for 

example by ensuring sufficient intensity of the connections.  

In order to reduce pollution in town centres, construction of bypasses of municipalities will be 

considered for some centres but the risk of outflow of economic activities from the town centres must 

also be considered.  In accordance with the Urban Policy Principles, the methodology recommends 

drawing up Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (SUMPs) for cities and ensuring their implementation, 

which also applies to smaller settlements than cities with over 40,000 inhabitants. It is necessary to 

design quality Regional transport service plans. It is also necessary to focus on promoting P+R, cycling 

and walking as important transport segments. Steps will be taken in the regional centres and their rural 

hinterlands to improve the condition of local roads.  
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Type measures:  

Type measure 28: To better coordinate transport in the regions  

Problem: Within regions, the problem may be a poor connectivity of the individual types of transport 

(within regions, but also on the borders of Regions). The public transport lines (especially bus lines) are 

often not interconnected on the borders of Regions. In some cases, short transfer times between the 

various modes of transport (e.g. road, rail), transport service in municipalities on all days of the week 

and tariff integration are still not sufficiently ensured.  

The supply of transport does not always correspond to real demand, which leads to a loss of 

competitiveness of public transport and a decrease in transport output. Particularly problematic is the 

situation in remote regions where sufficient connections are often lacking.  

On the other hand, the Ministry of Transport's data show that the demand for transport is declining in 

sparsely populated regions, i.e. for rail and especially bus transport. In the other segments (long-

distance, suburban and urban transport), the output is growing and the capacity of the systems is often 

no longer sufficient to meet the demand.  

Moreover, the problem of coordinating public transport goes beyond the regions. The current situation 

sometimes leads to omitting the peripheral areas of regions and areas on the border between regions, 

and weaker coordination between regional authorities creates problems in the network effect of 

public transport.   

Content: Increased use of public transport, better coordination at regional and interregional levels, 

and promoting the mutual integration of transport systems and the development of transfer terminals. 

Support for the design of sustainable mobility plans (SUMPs) and their implementation, and in 

connection with them, for regional transport service plans. It is necessary to build regional dispatching 

centres which will operatively ensure the continuity of connections (solving problems of operational 

irregularities). 

The available studies on the accessibility of regions, especially rural peripheral areas, are not up to 

date. It is also advisable to assign new scientific tasks that would map the current situation both in 

terms of demographic and sociological aspects of the development of society and by a narrower focus 

on the issue of tourism development in regions and its barriers.  

Target situation: Increased use of public transport and increased transport output. Effective transport 

service in the region respecting the transportation needs of the inhabitants and the quality of the 

environment.  

Target group: Public transport users  

Main holder: MT 

Other holders: MoE  

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, local action groups, voluntary associations of 

municipalities 
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Type measure 29: To improve the condition of roads and railways 

Problem: Repairs of roads, especially modernization and reconstruction of class II and III roads 

generally represent a large investment for their owners and a significant burden on their budgets. 

Moreover, transport infrastructure is currently in poor condition both in regional centres and in their 

hinterlands.  

Content: Repair of existing roads, especially class II and III roads, and development of a network of safe 

cycle paths (repairs, including the construction of new sections), which will reflect the "difficulty" of 

solving the problem in a given location - e.g. the cadastral acreage of the municipality, or the number 

of kilometres of the network managed. In the process of preparation and development of the  

transport network, attention will also be paid to landscape permeability.  

Target situation: Improved technical condition of roads incl. class II and III roads in regional centres 

and their rural hinterlands, which will help to stabilize the regions and improve the quality of life in 

their municipalities. 

Target group: users of roads and paths 

Main holder: MT  

Other holders: MoRD 

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions, RMD, Forests of 

the Czech Republic (state enterprise), river basin authorities 

 

Specific Objective 3.3: Improving the availability of services in regional centres and their rural 

hinterlands, with an emphasis on cultural heritage, conservation of monuments and local specifics, 

and responding to problems with aging and the existence or emergence of socially excluded localities 

Justification of the specific objective:  

In order to maintain the basic standard of quality of life in regional centres and in their rural 

hinterlands, it is necessary to maintain or expand basic public services and public facilities in the towns 

and municipalities. The category of regional centres includes a number of towns that can be described 

as shrinking cities, i.e. towns with a steady population decrease.   

In most (micro)regions, the population, especially the younger, has been decreasing in recent years. 

This process also leads to the aging of these areas and the need to provide at least basic social and 

health care there. While most regional centres have not experienced the development of large 

concentrations of socially excluded people, in some regional centres, the situation in their large socially 

excluded localities has not improved in the long term, and in some cases it is deteriorating.  

In regional centres or in their rural hinterlands, there are often valuable cultural monuments, which 

are in a poor technical condition. Investment in the restoration and revitalization of the cultural-

historical heritage can contribute not only to making the area more attractive to local residents but 

also to visitors, thus encouraging downstream investment and bringing a multiplier effect for the 

development of the region through intensified culture and tourism.  
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Solution:  

Regional centres will play the role of full-fledged centres of the wider hinterlands. For this purpose, 

they will offer a sufficient range of public services and public facilities also for their hinterlands, so that 

they approximate the standards defined by the MoRD through a TACR research project. Regional 

centres will provide health services that will be adequately accessible.  

In connection with the population aging, programmes will be implemented to strengthen the 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

groups of people at risk of social exclusion will become more accessible and will be ensured in 

cooperation at all levels of public administration.  

At the national, regional and municipal level, instruments (e.g. institutional or financial) will be 

considered to address the problems and potential risks of regional centres (and other municipalities) 

falling within the category of shrinking cities.   

National and local governments will take active steps to reduce the risk of social exclusion and energy 

poverty. The 2015 Analysis of Socially Excluded Localities shows that schools in such localities use fewer 

inclusive tools, there are less public (especially social) services for people living in social exclusion, and 

there is no targeted support for the development of community and civic life.  

Towns in this category will work closely with employers and integration centres for foreigners to 

integrate incoming foreign workers so that the arrival of a larger number of foreign workers does not 

increase tension.  

In the area of cultural potential development, support will be targeted at the active role of cultural 

centres, public libraries, preservation and development of folk and artistic crafts, as well as the 

restoration of cultural monuments, their accessibility to visitors and revitalization.   

Type measures:  

Type measure 30: To renew and modernize the infrastructure and equipment of schools and 
educational establishments in regional centres and their hinterlands and to provide childcare 
services 

Problem: According to the available data reflecting the state of infrastructure and partial investigations 

focusing on the equipment of schools, an essential prerequisite for maintaining the quality of 

education in regional centres is the renewal and modernization of infrastructure and increased 

equipment and facilities of schools and educational establishments. A similar situation is in public 

libraries as educational, cultural and community centres.  

Content: Renewal and modernization of nursery, primary and secondary schools and ensuring the 

renewal and modernization of classroom equipment (specifically in specialised classrooms, etc.) and 

the availability of teaching aids at schools and educational establishments at all levels of education. 
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Building and renewing the infrastructure and facilities of public libraries as information, educational, 

cultural and community centres. Ensuring accessible micro-creches and children's groups63.  

Target situation: Ensuring the availability of quality education services in regional centres. 

Target group: residents of regional centres and their rural hinterlands 

Main holder: MEYS 

Other holders:  MoF, MoRD 

Main implementers: education authorities sponsoring schools and educational establishments  

Type measure 31: To address problems related to socially excluded localities in the rural 
environment 

Problem: As a result of the last SEL mapping, socially excluded localities have increased in rural 

municipalities. Social exclusion has a specific character here, with regard to transport accessibility and 

the service delivery system (responsibility for services at MEP level); municipalities and local units have 

a much more limited range of tools to address this problem. The phenomenon of energy poverty is 

also a growing problem.  

Content: Based on local social inclusion plans, ensuring comprehensive interventions to prevent and 

address social exclusion in small municipalities, including the availability of social and other services, 

the availability of non-segregated housing, nursery, primary and secondary schools and employment 

support. Reducing the risk of energy poverty. Exploiting the potential of public libraries as community 

centres.  

Target situation: Fewer socially excluded localities in rural areas and effectively set up mechanisms to 

prevent the emergence of new socially excluded localities.  

Target group: SEL residents 

Main holder: ASI   

Other holders: MoRD, MLSA (author of the National Strategy for Social Services, Social Inclusion 

Strategy 2021-2030, the Concept of Social Housing 2015-2025, the Concept of Preventing and 

Addressing Homelessness in the Czech Republic until 2020), MEYS 

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions, local action 

groups, regional labour offices, non-profit organizations 

Type measure 32: To ensure adequate availability of outreach social services and improve the 
availability of public facilities in rural areas, and to create conditions for community life 
development  

Problem: In small towns or in less populated areas (National Strategy for the Development of Social 

Services 2016-2025, p. 18), the lack of services providing support in the home environment or in 

                                                           
63Concerning the availability of micro-ŎƘǊŜŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ 
the given location, which reflect both the employment opportunities of parents with children and the travel distance to the 
childcare services. 
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community-based residential services is felt more intensively than in other areas of the Czech Republic. 

The lack of services in the home environment also applies to health care. 

Limited civic and community infrastructure in rural areas and limited availability of services and 

facilities in rural areas, especially in small municipalities. When planning public services, cooperation 

and communication between all actors is not always sufficiently flexible, for example in the area of 

planning social services it is the cooperation between Regions and municipalities. 

Content: Ensuring better communication and greater flexibility of public service providers in planning 

the services, and meeting the goals of medium-term social services plans of municipalities. Ensuring 

sufficient capacity of field social services provided in the home environment of the service users, in 

community-based residential services or outpatient services. Ensuring support for senior citizens, 

carers, support for intergenerational cooperation and support for the construction of small residential 

facilities for senior citizens in municipalities.  

Support from municipalities, Regions and the State (for premises, operation and activities). The State 

budget will cover mainly investment costs in improving the quality of community life, community 

provision of services and ensuring a sufficient level of service and availability of services in rural areas. 

Support (even from the Regions) for even very small projects (i.e reducing the minimum project 

threshold). To increase the cost-effectiveness, the citizens' participation will be strengthened through 

intensive communication and the establishment of community centres. Exploiting the potential of 

public libraries as community centres.    

Target situation: Sufficient capacity of field social services, community-based residential services in 

regional centres and their rural hinterlands, or out-patient services (e.g. counselling services). Ensuring 

ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 

Rich community life and effective use of social capital for community development. Sufficient civic and 

community infrastructure and good availability of services. Well functioning locally provided services. 

Sufficient and ongoing communication and cooperation in public service planning.  

Target group: NGOs, municipalities, libraries, public service providers and clients. 

Main holder: MLSA (drawing up the National Strategy for Social Services, the Social Inclusion Strategy 

2021-2030, the Concept of Preventing and Addressing Homelessness in the Czech Republic until 2020), 

MoH, MEYS, MoRD  

Other holders: ASI 

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, MoI, Regions, local action 

groups, NGOs, public service providers 

Type measure 33: To help develop and exploit the cultural potential of regional centres and their 
rural hinterlands 

Problem:  The most valuable cultural monuments are often located in town centres (of regional 

centres) or in their vicinity, but they are often in poor technical condition. In many cases, these are 

important buildings with untapped potential for the development of regions. These structures are 

often not linked to other activities aimed at the overall development of the territory. In the rural 
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hinterland, the monuments represent one of the pillars of local tourism, which in some cases is not 

well used due to their inadequate condition or due to the lack of related tourist infrastructure.  

Content: In the regional centres and their hinterlands, it is appropriate to support the transition from 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ όǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άǇŀǎǎƛǾŜέ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ 

ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ άŀŎǘƛǾŜέ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳǎΣ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ-life centres, 

etc.). At the same time, it is necessary to strive to preserve and develop folk and artistic crafts which, 

in these types of territory, have a specific role in the functioning of the local economy. Traditional and 

newly devised cultural events bringing positive impacts on community life and the overall development 

of the territory are of great importance in this type of territory, and the events can also increase the 

multiplier effect in connection with tourism development in the area.   

Immovable cultural heritage must also be seen in the context of its surroundings. Cultural monuments 

and the building culture create with it a genius loci, whose importance is underlined not only by the 

care for the very nature of the monuments, but also by care for its surroundings, including ensuring a 

meaningful revival of entire territorial complexes that are anchored in the Czech legislation mainly in 

the form of urban and rural conservation areas and zones. In small rural towns, the problems are 

concentrated in their historical nuclei and they determine the attractiveness of the whole town (if the 

town centre is not alive, the town dies). In addition, there are other problems of these towns - a lack 

of jobs, migration to larger towns and social degradation. For an effective solution, it is necessary to 

support a comprehensive renewal (not only of individual cultural monuments) including, for example, 

support for affordable housing, business, social and technical functions (including transport and 

parking solutions) based on strategies prepared in the community. 

As in the case of metropolises and agglomerations, it is advisable to support the renewal of cultural 

and technical monuments in regional centres and their rural hinterlands, but the restoration and 

subsequent use of the monuments are more difficult to finance in these types of territory, and to 

develop cooperation and create regional inter-sectoral tourism products linking those activities.  

Target situation: Culturally attractive regional centres and their hinterlands with a productive value of 

the cultural sector comparable to similar foreign regions. A new wider use of public institutions 

(cultural facilities not only as a static element (in the sense of a gallery, etc.) but as a local creative hub 

/ centre of social life). Increased share of revitalized and utilized cultural assets such as cultural and 

technical monuments, natural attractions (while respecting nature protection), cultural events and 

other. Design of integrated projects of cooperation between municipalities, regions and LAGs, and of 

inter-sectoral tourism products. Exploiting the potential of public libraries as educational, cultural and 

community centres.   

Target group: actors in the field of culture 

Main holder: MoC 

Other holders: MoRD 

Main implementers: Municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, non-profit organizations, 

local action groups, cultural institutions, owners of cultural monuments, destination management 

organizations.  
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Specific Objective 3.4: Caring for the environment of villages and stabilizing the long-term use of the 

landscape and preventing its degradation 

Justification of the specific objective:  

Regional centres are often towns with a high proportion of greenery in their cadastral territory. The 

rural hinterlands of regional centres often play a key role in the conservation of the Czech cultural 

landscape, including both natural heritage and cultural monuments.  

An important role of the municipality is to care for its environment and to steer the landscape 

development. In the area of landscape conservation and management (farming), the crucial role is 

played by the landowner (i.e. not always municipalities). In this context, the role of agriculture and 

forestry is also important, as they should pursue sustainable management of the landscape. In this 

type of territory, significant impacts of climate change can be expected, including negative impacts on 

agricultural and forestry production (e.g. long and recurring droughts, extreme meteorological events, 

etc.). Attention will therefore be paid to adaptation measures.  

The achievement of the objective is related to the presence and condition of forests in the landscape. 

Forest is an important component of the environment, it covers almost 34% of the territory. Healthy 

forests suitable for the local habitat are among the most environmentally stable segments of the 

landscape and have a many-sided positive environmental impact. Their importance is clearly positive 

in terms of adaptation to the extreme manifestations of climate change.  

Solution:  

In terms of adaptation to climate change, activities will be implemented in accordance with the 

Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in the Czech Republic, leading to flexible and 

environmentally sound land use, including water retention in the landscape, support for biodiversity, 

introduction of new technologies and diversification of agriculture. Consideration will be given to all 

instruments helping to set the maximum size of agricultural parcels for the individual crops in each 

type of territory, which will help to increase landscape diversification and reduce soil degradation. It is 

also necessary to take into account measures to increase soil fertility or irrigation for growing crops to 

feed the population. Measures will be sought to provide protection against the harmful effects of 

landscape chemicalisation.  

The role of the landowner as a person responsible for environmental quality will be strengthened. The 

co-ordinating role of self-governments in regulating landscape development will be strengthened.  

The most effective way to resolve ownership relations is through the preparation and approval of 

comprehensive land consolidation. Subsequently, it is necessary to accelerate the implementation of 

the territorial systems of ecological stability and to start systematic renewal of alleys in the 

countryside. The issue is addressed in detail and systematically in the strategic documents of the 

Ministry of the Environment and in the cross-sectoral Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in the 

Czech Republic.  

An essential task is to reconcile the interests and coordinate the efforts of all important actors 

influencing landscape conservation (municipalities, owners, users and State institutions).  
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In agriculture and forestry, environmental principles will be consistently enforced as a condition for 

providing support from the Common Agricultural Policy.  

The problem of polluted air in villages caused by obsolete local solid fuel combustion heaters will 

continue to be addressed.  

In terms of caring for the village environment, emphasis will be put on the development of public 

greenery, preservation of the traditional type of buildings especially in the centres of villages in relation 

to the renewal and preservation of the rural cultural heritage. A partial goal is to optimize the 

economic, ecosystem and social functions of the landscape and settlements, including the recreational, 

aesthetic functions, etc., including the development of landscape permeability and restoration of 

traditional paths through the landscape. The measures will also aim to protect nature and biodiversity, 

not only to protect selected species and specific areas of special protection, but also to develop 

residential green infrastructure as a whole, including maintaining (or restoring) its connectivity and 

natural forms of watercourse beds.  

It is necessary to minimize the inappropriate expansion of settlements into the surrounding landscape. 

To ensure consistent use of built-up areas through targeted revitalization of abandoned and neglected 

built-up areas as well as individual unused buildings.  

An essential part of the implementation is an information and preventive campaign and awareness 

raising among all actors in the territory who have a direct influence on the use of the landscape and 

whose activity leads or can lead to soil degradation and increased soil erosion. 

Type measures:  

Type measure 34:  To strengthen the coordinating role of municipalities in steering the landscape 
development 

Problem: The steering of landscape development is managed from many positions of State 

administration and is highly concentrated in certain ministries. This leads either to ineffective 

investments in the landscape or to a failure to address truly significant problems.  

Content: It is possible to strengthen or restore the responsibility of municipalities for the condition 

and maintenance of the landscape. Spatial planning offers a relatively stable and well-known tool for 

regulating landscape development, which is the municipal land use plan. The land use plan as a 

document approved by the local self-governments, among other things, describes the concept of 

landscape arrangement. The municipality has the right (duty) to notify the competent State 

administration authority of any acts of entities that could result in a damage to the quality of the 

environment (lowering the groundwater level, increasing water or wind erosion, threat of flash floods) 

ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳpetent State authorities are 

obliged to investigate such suspicions and to draw consequences. Raising awareness of this matter by 

the municipality among partners in the territory. An important tool of spatial planning in relation to 

municipalities and to the direction of landscape development is also the territorial research study of 

the landscape, prepared for the entire administrative district of the municipality with extended 

powers. 
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Target situation: Municipalities taking a responsible care for the condition of the landscape, using all 

available conceptual and operational tools. 

Target group: municipalities, inhabitants 

Main holder: MoRD 

Other holders: MoI, MoE, MoA 

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions, local action 

groups, the State administration authorities concerned 

 

 

Type measure 35: To improve the ambient air in rural hinterlands of regional centres 

Problem: Many municipalities face the problem of air pollution, often linked to outdated local solid-

fuel combustion heaters.  

Content: Continuing to support the replacement of existing stationary solid-fuel combustion heaters 

with heaters producing minimum pollutant emissions and with heat pumps.    

Target situation: Improved air quality in municipalities with exceeded air pollution limit values. 

Target group: residents 

Main holder: MoE  

Other holders: MIT (energy efficiency requirements for heaters), Regions, municipalities 

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions, local action 

groups 

Type measure 36: To strengthen the landowner's responsibility for environmental quality 

Problem:  Given the negative manifestations of climate change in the landscape, measures must be 

taken to mitigate it. Owners and tenants of land play a crucial role in setting the trend for sustainable 

landscape management. Since almost 80% of landowners do not manage the landscape at all and rent 

the land, there is no relationship and responsibility of the owner for the care of their property. There 

is a lack of long-term education of landowners and tenants about the environmental and social impacts 

of landscape management.  

Content: A tool for media processing and popularizing the role of the owner. It should be emphasized 

that the owner has the right to dispose of their immovable property (areas in the agricultural land fund 

(ALF) or land intended to perform forest functions (LIPFF)) as a sovereign owner. Therefore, the owner 

has the right to decide on the right to lease ALF or terminate the lease and has the right to sell ALF 

regardless of the existing lease. At the same time, it should be emphasized that the landowner has the 

right to claim compensation for damage to property if it has been caused, for example, by 

mismanagement of the land, such as inappropriate crop rotation or by inappropriate or no care for the 

leased land. To deepen the owner's interest in the management of the rented/leased land, with an 
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emphasis on prudent land management and prevention of damage caused by poor management of 

the tenant/lessee.  

Target situation: Ecologically balanced landscape.  

Target group: landowners and tenants 

Main holder: MoA, MoE 

Other holders: -  

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions, local action 

groups, agricultural associations, owners and tenants, insurance companies, NGOs 

 

 

Type measure 37: To use modern systems of landscape management and reduce the negative 
impacts of intensive farming in the territory 

Problem: The agricultural and forestry sector can bring a number of negative and positive impacts on 

the environment. Namely, there may be problems related to biodiversity loss and degradation of 

ecosystem services, water quality and landscape water retention, increased erosion, air quality and 

others. Negative impacts can also be mitigated by using a modern agricultural system, or modern 

technologies.   

In the field of forest management, it is necessary to strive for an ecologically suitable solution to the 

species composition, age and spatial diversification of forests, protection of habitat trees important 

for biodiversity protection, leaving sufficient amount of wood mass for decay, and for protection or 

improvement of the water regime of soils in forest stands.  

Content: Support for precision and smart landscape management, basic environmental principles in 

the management, including measures aimed at improving the state of the environment and increasing 

the recreational value of the landscape. Restoration of in-field strips and patches, restoration of 

species, age and spatial structure of forest ecosystems, use of environmentally friendly pesticides and 

fertilizers, choice of crops with regard to their impact on the environment, comprehensive land 

consolidation, revitalization of watercourses and floodplains, support for retention and infiltration 

capacity of soils etc.  

The issue is addressed in detail and systematically in the strategic documents of the Ministry of the 

Environment and in the cross-sectoral Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in the Czech Republic.  

Target situation: Precision and smart landscape management will be facilitated, the implementation 

of measures will be supported (simplified and accelerated implementation of land consolidation), and 

environmentally friendly and modern ways of landscape management will be promoted, including the 

use of modern management systems. 

Target group: All landowners and tenants active in land management, municipalities and other 

territorial partners. 
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Main holder: MoA  

Other holders: MoE, agricultural and forestry institutions active in landscape management, MoRD-

Territorial Planning Department, territorial partners, National Land Authority 

Main implementers: landowners and tenants 
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Specific Objective 3.5: Enabling energy transformation of the rural hinterlands of regional centres  

Justification of the specific objective:  

Regional centres are often surrounded by rural hinterlands, which may offer a suitable environment 

for the production of electricity and heat from renewable energy sources (RES). While the regional 

centres themselves have difficulty in achieving energy self-sufficiency based on renewable energy 

production and energy-saving solutions, the rural hinterlands can achieved it depending on local 

conditions. 

In terms of potential, rural areas are characterized by a greater number of localities in both built-up 

and undeveloped areas, which are suitable for the construction of small RES plants, than other types 

of territory. In terms of population density in rural hinterlands, the potential for electricity production 

exceeds its consumption in the given territory and the electricity can also be supplied to nearby 

administrative centres. 

The rural hinterlands of regional centres may offer space for small RES production plants, the 

development of which is, however, tied to the necessary prerequisites, such as the preparedness of 

the electricity grid for renewables or the possibility of producers' access to the electricity market. In 

rural areas, the development and the declining cost of the necessary technologies can be expected to 

foster small renewable energy production plants (e.g. domestic electricity generation). From the 

position of the Czech Republic and regions, it is appropriate to support such new sources of energy 

and income, which enable local communities and their citizens and small and medium-sized 

enterprises to produce their own clean energy. Meeting the need for energy should be addressed in 

parallel with reducing the need for energy in buildings. Reducing the energy needs can mitigate the 

impact on the grids in the case of a higher share of renewables, while improving the quality of housing.  

Solution:  

In accordance with the National Energy Concept of the Czech Republic, it is necessary to focus on 

ensuring a reliable, safe and environmentally friendly energy supply. The RES infrastructure should 

preferentially be built on brownfields, or in areas with lower soil quality, and the natural values in the 

territory must be protected. These priorities can be achieved in the rural hinterland by combining 

several suitable measures. 

In rural areas, support will be provided towards the establishment of new renewable energy plants. 

The measures should primarily aim at supporting the establishment of new renewable energy plants 

based on the potential of the given localities with regard to the environment and quality of life. In the 

case of renewable energy sources characterized by fluctuations in electricity production, the measures 

will also take into account the need to support the implementation of energy storage. 

Local production of energy from renewable sources will continue to be supported and the process of 

RES construction and putting into operation will continue to be simplified. The aid will be extended to 

the storage of energy from renewable sources, characterized by fluctuations in production. 

Transmission and distribution systems will be strengthened and modified to allow the connection of 

new RES plants.  
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Type measures:  

Type measure 38: To develop new renewable energy sources and energy storage 

Problem: Rural areas are specific in the higher number of localities suitable for the construction of new 

RES plants. In the Czech Republic, there are almost no wind energy sources being constructed. The 

share of existing and newly implemented projects of buildings with solar panels is also very low.  

The dominant source of energy among renewable sources in the Czech Republic is biomass, whether 

used in households or outside households, and the production of energy from biogas is also relatively 

well represented. In the vast majority of cases, the RES plants are not connected to an energy storage. 

The necessary legislation to enable energy storage to be optimally integrated into the transmission 

and distribution systems is missing. 

Content: Support will be increased for sources producing energy from renewable sources respecting 

the limits resulting from air protection, nature protection and landscape conservation and monument 

protection. The measures will be specifically targeted at an adequate contribution of the Czech 

Republic to energy from RES resulting from the approved EU RES target and at delivering the sectoral 

targets in the area of heating and cooling and in the transport sector, set out in the revised Directive 

on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources. Due to the expected increase in storing 

energy in battery power sources, the relevant legislation will be created to allow the use of energy 

storage facilities for the supply of electricity to the transmission system in the event that the energy 

storage facility is connected to renewable sources characterized by fluctuations in electricity 

generation. The measures should also specifically target small RES production plants on buildings or 

adjacent lands that are not primarily intended for the production of energy from such sources 

(specifically supported e.g. by the New Green Savings programme). 

Target situation: Increased number of new renewable energy production plants (e.g. wind farms, small 

hydropower plants, solar, biomass and biogas power plants and cogeneration plants, supplying 

electricity to the distribution system).  

Target group: Investors, municipalities, small and medium-sized enterprises, citizens 

Main holder: MIT  

Other holders: aƻ9Σ 29t{Σ ŀΦǎΦ όƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊύΣ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ  

Main implementers: MIT, municipalities, local action groups and other actors in the territory, 

voluntary associations of municipalities 
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Type measure 39: To modify the transmission and distribution system in order to enable the 
connection of new renewable energy sources 

Problem: RES generators may be specific in that they produce electricity unevenly, which requires 

adaptation of the transmission system and distribution systems when such sources are connected to 

the grid. Due to the need for further development of power plants using renewable sources and the 

installation of small local sources in rural areas, the transmission and distribution system must also be 

adapted locally. The impact of the development of renewable energy sources on the transmission and 

distribution system should be partly offset by energy savings resulting from increasing energy 

efficiency. 

Content: The use of site-specific modifications to the transmission and distribution system will enable 

the connection of new renewable energy sources. 

Target situation: Appropriate measures will enable the connection of new renewable sources. New 

RES-generation plants will be able to connect to the transmission and distribution system.  

Target group: Investors, municipalities, SMEs, local communities and citizens 

Main holder: MIT 

Other holders: 29t{Σ ŀΦǎΦΣ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ  

Main implementers: transmission and distribution system operators 
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Strategic Objective 4 

Revitalized and economically restructured regions, adapted and flexibly responsive to market needs 

Fundamental changes are initiated in structurally affected regions to enable their economic 

transformation to new, competitive sectors. The educational fields in the regions correspond to the 

job offer. Conditions are created for the development of scientific and research activities. In the 

regions, most of the environmental burdens are completely remediated and active steps are taken to 

resolve the remaining ones.  

Specific Objective 4.1: Growing businesses able to cope with changes in global markets 

Justification of the specific objective:   

Structurally affected regions are still dependent on large traditional firms. Moreover, the economic 

sectors that are crucial for these three Regions are currently more threatened by global competition. 

The Regions concerned are characterized by a low number of newly established businesses. A smaller 

number of new, innovative enterprises contributes to the low number of attractive new jobs created.  

Solution:   

Activities will be undertaken to facilitate the growth of existing businesses, in particular SMEs, to 

improve their ability to enter new markets both geographically and in terms of products, and to 

facilitate the introduction of new technologies and the adaptation to changes in international markets. 

Entrepreneurship will be promoted and services and assistance to start-up companies will be offered 

in order to increase their success rate and ability and motivation to enter new markets outside the 

Region and outside the Czech Republic. Companies will be motivated to use R&D results, to become 

more innovative and to carry out their own research, or to engage in research projects that will 

improve their competitiveness and lead to innovation. 

Type measures:  According to the economic restructuring action plans.  

 

Specific Objective 4.2: Increasing the volume of foreign direct investment with higher added value in 

structurally affected Regions 

Justification of the specific objective:  

All the Regions concerned are lagging behind the Czech Republic's average in terms of the inflow of 

foreign direct investment per capita, and that situation is deteriorating after the economic crisis in 

2009ς2011. The lower attractiveness of the Regions for foreign investors is due to the former 

orientation of the Regions to mining and heavy industry and to the structure and qualification of the 

workforce.  

Solution:   

Creating favourable conditions for foreign direct investment, in particular with higher added value, by 

encouraging the emergence of an attractive, investor-friendly business environment, quality offers of 

available industrial/ commercial real estate, and by providing professional services to (external) 

investors. Involvement of Regional public administration players (municipalities, towns and Regions) 
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in improving the conditions of the business environment, both for foreign investors and for domestic 

companies. 

Type measures:  According to the economic restructuring action plans.  

Specific Objective 4.3: Fostering the growth of innovation performance by research and development 

with greater benefits for the economy 

Justification of the specific objective:  

Structurally affected Regions are characterized by low innovation performance, lower research and 

development expenditures and generally lower scientific and research performance. In all the Regions 

concerned, there are also quality scientific and research activities, but only in a limited scope.  

 

Solution:  

Increasing the contribution of research and development in structurally affected Regions to economic 

growth and economic restructuring by taking greater account of private sector needs, improving the 

linkage between R&D and its applications, including public services (e.g. healthcare, spa care, etc.). 

Improving the position of research teams and organizations in international comparison and their 

greater involvement in international research activities. Increasing the attractiveness of research and 

development in structurally affected Regions. Exploiting the potential of Regional scientific libraries as 

institutions providing access to information for research, development and innovation as well as 

popularizing the results of science. 

Type measures:  According to the economic restructuring action plans.  

 

Specific Objective 4.4: Ensuring competent people/workers for the industry, services and public 

administration 

Justification of the specific objective:  

In structurally affected Regions, there is a smaller offer of more qualified jobs and lower quality of 

human resources. The workforce is not well prepared for the disciplines offered in the regions, also 

due to rather below-average educational attainment levels. Labour shortages are also caused by the 

setting of the system of benefits that does not motivate the unemployed to return to the labour 

market.  

 

Solution:   

Providing a sufficient number of quality workers for industry, services and public administration by 

offering more jobs for highly skilled workers, improving their training and focusing the training on 

ongoing economic and social changes, better training for medium-skilled workers, greater motivation 

of unskilled people to work and development of entrepreneurship. Increasing the motivation of people 

in early retirement and old-age pensioners to return to the labour market. Developing and 

implementing the concept of lifelong learning. 

Type measures:  According to the economic restructuring action plans.  
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Specific Objective 4.5: Removing development barriers related to social instability and making better 

use of the potential to transform and develop the Regions 

Justification of the specific objective:  

Structurally affected Regions are characterized by lower quality of human resources and lower average 

educational attainment levels. Poverty and the number of socially excluded localities are increasing. 

High unemployment persists in the regions, and at least in some parts, there are low wages and thus 

the standard of living stagnates. The sub-indicators of structure (e.g. fields of study, teaching staff) and 

educational outcomes (across-the-board and sample testing, school-leaving exam success rate, early 

drop-out rate) of Regional education systems illustrate a substantial increase in disparities in ensuring 

the quality of education in structurally affected regions. In these Regions, the population is aging more 

dynamically than in other Regions, which is to a certain extent caused by selective migration (i.e. mainly 

of younger inhabitants).  

Solution:   

Removing development barriers related to social instability and making better use of the human 

potential to transform and develop the Regions with a view to stabilizing the social situation and 

reducing social disparities, increasing safety and security, increasing the attractiveness of housing and 

providing quality public facilities and attractive services, and enhancing civic engagement and healthy 

lifestyle. Interventions (infrastructure, human resources) to ensure comparable quality of education 

systems in the structurally affected regions. Developing and implementing the concept of lifelong 

learning. 

Type measures:  According to the economic restructuring action plans.  

 

Specific Objective 4.6: Revitalizing and regenerating the territory for better entrepreneurship and 

healthier living of the population 

Justification of the specific objective:  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ Labem, Moravian-Silesian and Karlovy Vary Regions was heavily 

affected by mining or opencast mining and intensive industrial activity. The most serious phenomena 

include deteriorated air quality, soil and groundwater contamination due to industrial activity, mine 

subsidence and surface water pollution. There are several thousand environmental burdens registered 

in the Regions. Each Region has a number of brownfields which are often associated with 

environmental burdens, but also an unclear ownership structure. The incomplete revitalization of 

brownfields makes it impossible to use them for industrial production and harder for new investors to 

enter. The presence of environmental burdens, brownfields and unused and neglected sites and 

buildings has a negative impact on the attractiveness and image of the Region and is one of the factors 

influencing the decision-making of the population to leave the region - for more attractive job 

opportunities but also a better urban environment.  

Solution:  
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Revitalization and regeneration of areas heavily affected by mining and industrial activities and 

regeneration of deprived or peripheral areas in settlements with a high population concentration. 

Measures to reduce pollutant emissions. 

Type measures:  According to the economic restructuring action plans.  

 

 

Strategic Objective 5 

Good quality of life in economically and socially vulnerable areas  

In economically and socially vulnerable areas, including the administrative territories of municipalities 

overlapping with former military areas, good quality of life is ensured in terms of ensuring a basic 

spectrum of public services and a functioning local economy based on successful local firms. The 

territories have adequate transport connections to higher-order centres.  

At the same time, the development of the local economy contributes both to the development of local 

capacities and to the creation of local jobs for those who find it difficult to find employment and for 

young people leaving the region for job opportunities in economic centres. Moreover, such companies 

are more likely to have a positive impact on regional development through local profit investment. 

In the territory of former military areas, the environmental burdens and brownfield structures, which 

remained without further use after the end of military activity, are removed.  

Specific objective 5.1: Increasing the diversification of economic activities and supporting the 

creation of local jobs 

Justification of the specific objective: 

In areas that can be classified as economically or socially vulnerable, it is necessary to support the local 

economy. Even in these territories, there are often successful local firms, however, they often have 

limited opportunities for further growth.  

Solution:  

The stabilization of vulnerable areas will be supported, for example, through the diversification of 

agricultural and non-agricultural activities (including partial tourism activities). Specific support will be 

provided through an advisory network (e.g. in helping to find suitable new markets or in the 

development of social entrepreneurship). Steps will be taken to facilitate further growth of business 

entities and their mutual interconnection in the territory. It is appropriate to support the development 

of existing enterprises as well as the establishment of new ones. Further development of cross-border 

cooperation is a potential tool for border regions.  

In order to solve the problems of former military areas, it is necessary to support activities aimed at 

finding their new use, removing environmental burdens caused by military activities, including 

brownfields.  
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Type measures:  

Type measure 40: To develop small businesses and SMEs 

Problem: In economically and socially vulnerable areas of the Czech Republic, it is desirable to pursue 

the development of micro and small and medium-sized enterprises.   

Content: Business opportunity mapping; cooperation projects, shared economy and financial support 

(e.g. business microfinance, small incentives, local brands, crafts, social enterprises). The support for 

local entrepreneurship should consider linking instruments of financial support for business 

development with employment support instruments (active employment policy / local employment 

networks). 

Target situation: Increased number of local SMEs contributing to the creation of stable local jobs, 

including jobs for people who otherwise find it difficult to find employment. Existence of a network of 

local consultation centres linking local actors. 

Target group: Local entrepreneurs, the unemployed and other people at risk on the labour market.  

Main holder: MIT (methodological guidance)  

Other holders: Czech Chamber of Commerce, CzechInvest, MoRD, MF CR, ASI, MLSA 

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions, local action 

groups, non-profit organizations 

 

Type measure 41: To strengthen local employment as part of public investment 

Problem: Low share of local firms involved in the performance of public contracts awarded by local 

contracting authorities, persistent regional disparities in unemployment levels, lack of skilled labour.  

Solution: Public procurement using the so-called socially responsible public procurement, which also 

contributes to the solution of more general societal objectives or social aspects. Such objectives could 

be the use of the long-term unemployed, people at a disadvantage in the labour market or school-

leavers from selected fields of study in performing the contracts, communicating with local SMEs in 

planning and preparing public contracts, addressing local businesses for smaller contracts, ensuring 

decent working conditions and the required minimum financial remuneration for persons involved in 

the performance of the contracts. It is not only the very possibility of employment that matters, but 

also the setting of minimum employment standards and decent pay. Otherwise, the problem is 

replicated and so-called working poverty arises, where the State has to compensate the low incomes 

of employees by various forms of social benefits for low-income households. 

Target situation: Increased number of contracts performed by local companies, employment of local 

employees as part of public investments. 

Target group: people disadvantaged in the labour market 

Main holder: MLSA 

Other holders: MoRD 

Main contractors: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions 

Type measure 42: To encourage external investment  
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Problem: In the economically and socially vulnerable areas of the Czech Republic, there is a problem 

with the availability of jobs, their structure and higher unemployment. 

Solution: Attracting investments (domestic and foreign) by a combination of investment incentives 

and a targeted offer of qualifications for the local workforce and available technical infrastructure and 

real estate for business. Retraining of the workforce, increasing knowledge and competences, lifelong 

learning. CzechInvest's regional offices can prepare and communicate a targeted offer to investors.  

Target situation: Domestic and foreign investors are established in the territory, complementing local 

value chains and/or using unique local resources and creating jobs, the qualification of which matches 

the local labour supply.  

Target group: Residents of selected territories 

Main holder: MIT  

Other holders: MLSA, MEYS 

Main implementers: MIT, CzechInvest, municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, 

Regions 

 

Specific objective 5.2: Ensuring good transport service within the region and in a link to 

agglomerations and metropolises 

Justification of the specific objective:  

It is essential to have good transport links to regional centres, even from outlying villages. Limited 

transport service at weekends but also on weekdays hampers the mobility of the local population.   

Solution:  

Connections within regions will be improved and possible ways to improve the transport service in 

remote rural and peripheral regions (including possible legislative arrangements for effective transport 

services) and to ensure better transport accessibility of public administration services will be 

considered. Interconnection of Regional integrated transport systems will be improved at the national 

and international level, thus achieving better transport connection of municipalities near Regional and 

State borders.    

Type measure 43: To ensure good transport service 

Problem: Inhabitants of remote and hard-to-reach locations face a number of difficulties (e.g. low 

accessibility of the labour market, insufficient links to regional centres, etc.) associated with the lack 

of transport service in such areas. Insufficient transport service hinders the economic exploitation of 

the potential of the place and the development of employment and services. The problems include the 

low frequency of connections on weekdays and weekends and public holidays.  

Insufficient weekend connections impede the accessibility for visitors and thus create, among other 

things, an obstacle to the development of tourism in the areas. Transport service could also be ensured 

by alternative means (e.g. subsidized minibuses, etc.), but also by legislation. 

Content: Provision of transport service in remote and hard-to-reach locations should be addressed 

through regional transport service plans, including by alternative means, such as the service for remote 
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stops through so-called radiobus (demand responsive transport). A potential solution for 

municipalities is to order bus transport beyond the Regional order.  

Target situation: Better, sufficient transport accessibility of remote and difficult to reach locations. 

Target group: Residents of remote and hard to reach locations  

Main holder: MT  

Other holders: -  

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions, local action 

groups, Regional public transport companies 

 

Specific Objective 5.3: Effectively preventing social exclusion and energy poverty64 and promoting 

community life in municipalities 

Justification of the specific objective: 

The latest mapping of socially excluded localities shows a doubling of both the absolute number and 

the population of socially excluded localities compared to 2006, the number of the localities in the 

Karlovy Vary and Moravian-Silesian Regions has more than tripled. In absolute numbers, the most 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¨ǎǘƝ ƴŀŘ [ŀōŜƳ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀǾƛŀƴ-Silesian Regions.  

These are often areas in the hinterlands of large cities that have a positive migration balance but are 

also characterized by a high level of social exclusion, as well as former industrial centres (northern 

Bohemia and Moravia) or remote rural areas characterized by labour outflows, declining employment 

opportunities, population aging and vacant housing capacities. Support for social inclusion in these 

territories is limited by generally low availability of employment opportunities and higher costs of 

providing support for socially excluded people in small municipalities.  

Although at least some economically and socially vulnerable areas are characterized by a higher degree 

of neighbourly adhesion (or social capital), further development of community life is important also 

for keeping the population in the areas.  

Solution:  

Given the increased concentration of social exclusion, steps will be taken to prevent social problems 

and reduce socially pathological phenomena. In addition to preventive measures in the sense of 

reducing the risk of new socially excluded localities, tools will be sought for addressing existing risks 

and capacity of social prevention services will be built so that they are accessible also for inhabitants 

of remote and small municipalities. It is necessary to develop and implement the concept of lifelong 

learning. 

Similarly, it is appropriate to implement activities that will halt the outflow of young and qualified part 

of the population. In this context, ensuring a sufficient number of jobs for the skilled workforce (link 

to Specific Objective 5.1) appears to be key. In economically and socially vulnerable areas, it is also 

suitable to support community life and associations.  

                                                           
64 In the context of this document, energy poverty means a deteriorated ability of households to finance their energy costs.  
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Type measures: 

Type measure 44: To address problems related to socially excluded localities and prevent their 
emergence 

Problem: In the economically and socially vulnerable areas of the Czech Republic, there are many 

socially excluded localities characterized by a high number of long-term persisting problems associated 

with insufficient economic and social inclusion of the population in society. The phenomenon of energy 

poverty is also a growing problem.  

Content: Preventing the emergence of socially excluded localities and addressing existing problems 

through comprehensive interventions according to local social inclusion plans that combine measures 

based on the local needs of housing, social work, employment and education (e.g. social housing, 

support for social work and social worker activities in the territory, including field workers, social 

counselling, social services, community work and employment support). 

A key aspect is to support young people and their access to quality non-segregated education and non-

segregated leisure activities and to support the transition to the free labour market. Awareness-raising, 

education and mapping of the situation in socially excluded localities will be ongoing. Reducing the risk 

of energy poverty. Developing and implementing the concept of lifelong learning.   

Target situation: Coordinated and comprehensive interventions will achieve better integration of the 

inhabitants of socially excluded localities into economic and social ties and will address existing socially 

excluded localities and reduce the risk of new socially excluded localities emerging. 

Target group: Inhabitants of socially excluded localities. 

Main holder: ASI  

Other holders: MLSA, MoRD 

Main implementers: ASI, Regions, municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, local action 

groups 

Type measure 45: To develop community life in municipalities 

Problem: Low diversity and attractiveness of cultural and social life in a large part of rural communities. 

Content: Support of local associations through adequate measures (e.g. subsidies to support the 

activities of associations, organization of events, operation, maintenance, reconstruction of unsuitable 

premises) and development of community or (micro)regional centres and community social work. 

Exploiting the potential of public libraries as educational, cultural and community centres. 

Target situation: Increased social cohesion, diversity and attractiveness of cultural and social life in 

municipalities.   

Target group: Interest associations and clubs, municipalities 

Main holder: MoC, MLSA, MoRD 

Other holders: MoE (local agenda), MoA, MEYS, MoRD, MF CR, MoI, ASI 

Main implementers: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, Regions,NGOs, church 

entities, local action groups  
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Specific Objective 5.4: Ensuring sufficient public facilities  

Justification of the specific objective:  

In economically and socially vulnerable areas, the availability of services and public facilities is worse. 

Poor availability of these services deteriorates the quality of life, especially for certain groups of people 

who are unable to commute to higher-order centres. The problematic availability of services also 

hinders the economic use of the territory, for example in tourism services.  

Another problem is often the worse quality of education services, reflected also in the indicators in the 

area of regional schools - including, for example, the international survey on educational outcomes 

PISA, TIMMS, or national testing carried out by the Czech School Inspectorate, results of uniform 

entrance examinations for secondary schools, results of pupils in the common part of the school-

leaving examination, the share of early school leavers, employment and unemployment of secondary 

school leavers, proportion of children attending preschool education, equipment of schools etc. which 

indicate stagnation or degressive trends in the education systems of the structurally affected Regions.    

Solution:  

In this context, steps will be taken to ensure a basic spectrum of public services and public facilities.  

Support will be provided for mobile services - field services of social and health care. Conditions will 

be created for the formation of integrated services (e.g. postal services, public administration). The 

availability of the integrated rescue system in remote regions will also be improved. The potential of 

public libraries as educational, cultural and community centres will be exploited. 

Interventions (focusing on infrastructure and human resources) will also pursue the aim of ensuring 

comparable quality of educational services in the economically and socially vulnerable areas of the 

Czech Republic as a key tool for reducing the increase in socio-economic inequalities and for 

strengthening the vertical mobility of the population.  

 

Type measures: 

Type measure 46: To provide public facilities 

Problem: Insufficient supply of services, including commercial, insufficient deployment and availability 

of high-speed internet access in some rural communities.  

Content: Addressing the problem by promoting shared spaces for business services (e.g. grocery, post 

office, pick-up point for e-shops, etc.), mobile public services (e.g. clerks, legal service, counselling, 

social worker), public libraries, nursery and primary schools. Construction of the backbone 

infrastructure required to cover these areas with high-speed internet connection (min. 100 Mbps, with 

the possibility of future upgrades to 1 Gbps), development of digital applications and the Internet of 

Things system to provide local public services and other services according to the specific needs of the 

selected location. The problem of insufficient commercial services has to be addressed by supporting 

retail outlets and implementing alternative solutions (e.g. mobile shops). 
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Target situation: Sufficient coverage of the economically and socially vulnerable areas by basic 

services, facilities, high-quality internet access (enabling, inter alia, the use of digital technologies in 

the provision of public services) and energy supply. Where relevant, local service providers are 

preferred.  

Target group: Residents of economically and socially vulnerable areas.   

Main holder: MoRD 

Other holders: MIT, MF CR, MLSA, MEYS, MoA 

Main contractors: municipalities, Regions, voluntary associations of municipalities, local action groups, 

service providers 

 

Type measure 47: To reduce the dropout rate in primary and secondary schools and to give support 
to early school leavers  

Problem: The rate of early school leavers in the Czech Republic is not high compared to the European 

average, but in recent years it has been growing relatively quickly and tends to concentrate in 

economically and socially vulnerable areas. Moreover, early school leavers generate increased costs of 

the State per pupil/student.    

Content: The type measure will include activities aimed at (a) reducing the risk of early school leaving 

at primary and secondary levels of education, as well as activities aimed at (b) early school leavers, in 

particular job applicants and job seekers.   

With a view to reducing early school leaving, measures will be taken to improve the quality of the 

system for monitoring and registration of pupils at risk, measures to promote permeability of the 

education system and ensure flexibility in educational paths, facilitate changes in educational 

pathways, including recognition of prior learning outcomes; and recommendations will be provided as 

to the structure of the fields of study at secondary education level. Measures in the schools themselves 

(primary and secondary) are also essential, consisting in the availability of teaching support professions 

(prevention methodologists, educational counsellors, career advisors, school psychologists), 

methodological materials identifying specific risk factors, reflecting the profiles of vulnerable pupils, 

including methodology for identifying pupils at risk of early school leaving, establishing procedures and 

interventions suitable for the individual profiles of pupils, and in particular the availability of further 

training of teachers in the area. In order to motivate pupils, who have not completed primary 

education but have fulfilled the requirement of compulsory education, to enter secondary education, 

it is necessary to offer such option to the pupils already during primary school education. Here, both 

Regions and regional employers play an essential role, as they can, through educational advisors at 

primary schools, promote opportunities to acquire secondary education and subsequently be able to 

find employment and perform qualified work. 

For job applicants and job seekers who are early school leavers, a crucial role is played by the Labour 

Offices which must ensure an individual approach in providing career guidance. 
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The key is the development of networking, or cooperation between branches of the Labour Office, 

individual schools and education authorities. Pursuant to Section 55 par. 3 of Act No 561/2004 Coll., 

on pre-school, primary, secondary, post-secondary vocational and other education (the School Act), it 

is possible to organize courses for the completion of primary education, including in distance form, for 

persons who do not complete primary education but only meet the compulsory school attendance, if 

it is in accordance with the Framework Educational Programme for primary education and in 

consultation with the education authority of the primary or secondary school and the Regional 

Authority.  

Target situation: Reduced risk of early school leaving and adequate and easily accessible support for 

those who have already left education in their efforts to complete primary/ secondary school or to 

acquire appropriate qualifications.   

Target group: Primary and secondary school pupils who have left school early or are at risk of leaving 

school early.      

Main holder: MEYS, MLSA 

Other holders: ASI 

Main implementers: MEYS, Labour Office, Regions, municipalities, secondary schools, primary 

schools 
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Strategic Objective 6 

Quality planning of regional development that contributes to the achievement of regional policy 

objectives 

Regional policy priorities, defined in the Regional Development Strategy, are pursued in close 

cooperation among the MoRD, ministries, Regions and other actors of regional development. Regional 

policy principles are also enshrined in sectoral strategy papers and policies. Strategic and spatial 

planning tools are mutually coordinated at all levels. The planning takes place at the level of functional 

regions respecting the commuting relations in the territory. Municipalities and other actors in the 

territory (private and non-profit entities) have good conditions for mutual cooperation.   

Specific Objective 6.1: Strengthening the coordination of strategic and spatial planning  

Justification of the specific objective:  

At present, strategic and spatial planning is not always coordinated at various hierarchical levels 

(national, regional, local). The strategic view of regional development is not sufficiently addressed, 

which leads to thematic investment duplications. The specific objective of RDS is based on specific 

objectives 16.1 and 16.4, defined in the Implementation Plan for the Strategic Framework Czech 

Republic 2030.     

Solution:  

Coordination of spatial and strategic planning at different hierarchical levels (national, regional and 

local) will be strengthened, not only by methodological support, but also by the creation of State 

expertise (with a methodological function as well as a support function for individual public investors, 

and a coordination and evaluation function). In accordance with the Strategy of the Czech Republic 

2030, a methodology will be developed for the coordination of spatial and strategic planning at the 

level of the State, Regions and municipalities, taking into account the content and timing of spatial-

planning and strategic documents. The optimal sequence (in terms of the territorial projection of the 

strategic plan) is the creation of the strategic plan, followed by the spatial plan and their subsequent 

interaction. The strategic and spatial planning will include as its integral part the issue of 

comprehensive solutions to moisture conditions and societal demands on the water management 

characteristics of the area. This component of spatial planning will be addressed from the perspective 

of comprehensive river basins, not only from the perspective of territorial self-governing units. 

In the area of strategic planning, the optimization of tools reaching beyond the municipality (at the 

level of municipalities with extended powers (MEPs) according to the draft Territorial Administrative 

Breakdown Act) will be considered, but it will be taken into account that some tools of spatial planning 

(e.g. territorial research studies) and strategic planning (ITI and CLLD strategies) are drawn up for 

territories other than the current administrative territorial units. It is also desirable to strengthen the 

link between spatial planning, population protection and crisis management (taking into account the 

negative impacts of climate change or in buildings where large numbers of people gather).   

There will be greater emphasis on financial feasibility, societal benefit, as well as an analysis of the 

degree of strategic value and the crowding-out effect of individual projects will be analysed (the aim 
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is for the projects not to compete with each other but to generate synergies) under the supervision of 

the State expertise.  

The activities will include education, awareness raising and active cooperation among all stakeholders 

in the territory, taking into account environmental limits and the quality of life of the population.  

 

Type measures:  

Type measure 48: To create a methodology for coordinating strategic and spatial planning 

Problem: Coordination between strategic and spatial planning and cooperation between actors is not 

always well functioning. Methodological ambiguity, lack of evaluation of all project parameters, or 

missing analyses of duplications and crowding-out effects lead to a waste of public resources or lower 

effectiveness of public investments. 

Content: Developing a methodology for coordinating strategic and spatial planning and a methodology 

for selecting and prioritizing strategic projects and putting it into practice through training, awareness 

raising and cooperation between stakeholders.   

Target situation: The existence of a methodology for the coordination of strategic and spatial planning 

and its effective implementation in practice and, above all, unification of the methodological view of 

projects. Existence of a methodology for assessing projects in terms of both financial effectiveness and 

feasibility, societal benefits and strategic value. 

Target group: Actors in strategic and spatial planning at all hierarchical levels.  

Main holder: MoRD 

Other holders: MIT (in relation to territorial energy concepts) 

Main implementers: MoRD, Regions, municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, LAGs 

 

Specific Objective 6.2: Developing strategic planning based on functional regions and strengthening 

cooperation among actors in the territory 

Justification of the specific objective:  

In the 2014ς2020 programming period, the Czech Republic developed strategic planning at the level 

of functional regions, i.e. territories extending beyond the cadastral boundaries of municipalities, 

taking into account functional relations in the territory (mainly ITI, ITDP, CLLD instruments and 

development strategies of associations of municipalities, integrated plans for the development of 

tourist destinations - Regions, areas and municipalities). Given the characteristics of the Czech 

settlement system (fragmented structure of municipalities), it is appropriate to continue to develop 

such instruments. 

Given the large number of small municipalities, cooperation between municipalities is an effective tool 

that minimizes the costs of certain agendas within the self-governing competence of municipalities. 

The purpose of cooperation between municipalities is also the more efficient sharing of expert 

capacities. There are several forms of cooperation between municipalities in the Czech Republic, such 

as voluntary associations of municipalities and local action groups.  
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It is also appropriate to continue the cooperation of all actors of regional development, including 

private and non-profit organizations, through established tools (local action groups, destination 

management organizations, support from ASI in regions with SELs, etc.). An important element of 

cooperation in the territory is cross-border cooperation.    

Solution:  

Strategic planning based on functional regions will continue to be supported in both urban and rural 

areas. One aspect of such support will be the continuation and development of integrated instruments 

(e.g. ITI, CLLD). When defining functional regions, the boundaries of territorial self-governing units 

should be taken into account. Possibilities and conditions of analogous application of spatial planning 

methods and principles in the field of strategic planning will be verified, including potential impacts on 

the legal order65.  

Existing forms of voluntary cooperation of municipalities, such as voluntary associations of 

municipalities or local action groups, can be further developed. Emphasis will be placed on supporting 

the forms of cooperation applied in MEPs, especially if they cover the whole MEP territory, including 

the administrative centre. Stakeholders will seek ways to motivate municipalities to cooperate.  

The options of strengthening the role of MEPs as actors who plan for the whole administrative district 

will be evaluated. In this context, the State will create incentive tools to support MEPs in planning 

based on functional regions (in this context of the administrative districts). The main advantage of MEP 

administrative districts, unlike other territorial units, is their territorial composition and, in most cases 

(with the exception of some administrative districts in the hinterlands of large cities), the fact that they 

correspond better to functional regions compared to other territorial units.  

It is also advisable to continue to support institutionalized as well as informal forms of cooperation 

between the public, private and non-profit sectors (LAGs, destination management organizations), 

particularly for the implementation of partial project plans in a specific area (water infrastructure, 

tourism, etc.).  

Steps to further develop cross-border cooperation, including in relation to the further development of 

outer peripheries and structurally affected Regions, will continue to be supported. In the future, 

inspiration can also be drawn from the institution of local partnership applied with the support of ASI 

in municipalities involved in a coordinated approach to socially excluded localities.       

 

Type measures: 

Type measure 49: To give positive motivation for joint strategic planning  

                                                           
65However, this principle often does not suit the system of tourist destinations, as the tourist destinations do not respect the 
administrative division of the Czech Republic, but rather work with logical territorial units from the viewpoint of visitors (the 
Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ ~ǳƳŀǾŀΣ YǊƪƻƴƻǑŜΣ WŜǎŜƴƝƪȅΣ .ǊŘȅΣ ŜǘŎΦύ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /[[5 
breakdown (natural tourism destinations spread over several LAGs). These aspects must be considered and taken into 
account when setting any support, as tourists/ visitors are not interested in whether the mountains they want to visit lie in 
the territory of 2 or 3 regions, but whether they receive comprehensive and uniformly arranged information. 
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Problem: Strategic planning still largely takes place within the cadastral boundaries of municipalities; 

natural functional relationships in the territory are little supported. Municipalities are not motivated 

to carry out joint strategic planning (e.g. at the level of functional regions). Coordination of the 

approval of joint strategic plans by all concerned municipal councils can also be complicated. There is 

no uniform methodology for defining functional regions (for example for the purpose of the integrated 

instrument ITI). Municipalities are not naturally motivated to share data on their strategic investments, 

which can complicate the creation of tools supporting their implementation. 

Content: Giving greater motivation to municipalities and Regions to plan their support for the 

development of territories on the basis of functional regions (i.e. regions reflecting real relations in the 

territory, not necessarily regions within their administrative boundaries). The motivation can be both 

financial and non-financial - for example, support conditioned by involvement in a higher-order 

strategy, professional assistance, or financial support for the preparation of strategic plans within 

specific programmes, or the creation of conditions at the MEP or Regional level. Creating a uniform 

methodical procedure for defining functional regions primarily at the level of significant catchment 

centres.   

Establishing a system of collecting strategic projects of individual public investors with additional 

analytics and at the same time with information services for individual entities (e.g. information on the 

possibility of supporting a project included in such a system).  

Target situation: Active cooperation between municipalities in the territory in planning joint activities.  

Target group: Authors of strategic documents at Regional and local level.  

Main holder: MoRD in cooperation with MoI 

Other holders: ASI 

Main implementers: actors in the territory dealing with strategic planning, municipalities, Regions, 

voluntary associations of municipalities, local action groups, ASI 

 

Type measure 50: To develop cooperation among municipalities in the performance of public 
administration in autonomous powers 

Problem: Taking into account the increasing administrative and professional demands, it is difficult for 

some municipalities to ensure the effectiveness and the necessary quality in the performance of public 

administration and in the provision of public services falling under the autonomous powers. At the 

same time, there is a need to strengthen voluntary cooperation between municipalities in matters of 

territorial development, and generally strengthen its coordination in relation to Regions and the 

Ministry of Regional Development. The heterogeneous relationship between municipalities with 

extended powers and other municipalities within their administrative district is also a problem in this 

respect.  

Content: Increasing the support for voluntary cooperation of municipalities within the administrative 

districts of municipalities with extended powers, and increasing the coordination role of municipalities 

with extended powers, performed as part of delegated powers, in addressing territorial development 

problems.  

In this respect, the administrative districts of municipalities with extended powers are understood as 

the basic units in the territory for the development of such links because they are enclosed and have 
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natural territorial ties. To this end, the organizational and legal forms should also be expanded. High-

quality public administration and public services can be performed in offices established under 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ όƛΦŜΦ ά±!a ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎέΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά/ƻƳƳƻƴ 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎέύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘe administrative districts of municipalities with 

extended powers. The effectiveness of the voluntary cooperation of municipalities will be regularly 

evaluated. The changes proposed above do not abolish existing forms of cooperation between 

municipalities, they merely expand them with other possibilities.  

Cooperation between national, municipal and regional institutions and initiatives in the programme 

area is an essential basis for further integration of cross-border spaces. The established cooperation 

structures need to be stabilized and further developed and the development of new contacts 

encouraged to take due account of the programme area requirements. An important role in developing 

cross-border cooperation at local level is played by euroregions. 

In the case of tourism activities, it is advisable to take into account the natural territory of the tourism 

destination and the ways in which visitors move around the destination. In the interest of sustainable 

development of tourism in the territory, it is appropriate to ensure cooperation of the LAGs and the 

destination management organizations. 

Target situation: Strengthened cooperation of municipalities in addressing problems of territorial 

development, including possible stronger orientation on cooperation in this area within the 

administrative districts of municipalities with extended powers. Additional suitable organizational and 

legal forms created to strengthen the role and cooperation of municipalities in territorial development. 

The inter-municipal cooperation is carried out by the largest possible number of municipalities within 

the administrative districts of MEPs for the purpose of quality and effective performance of public 

administration and provision of public services.   

Target group: municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities 

Main proposed holder: MoI 

Other holders: MoF, MoRD 

Main implementers: Municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, the Union of Towns and 

Municipalities (UTM CR), Association of Local Authorities (ALA CR), National Network of LAGs (note: 

partnership cooperation is also supported by many unions, associations and NGOs such as trade 

unions, chambers, socio-cultural institutions, educational institutions, libraries, environmental 

protection associations, cultural clubs etc.) 

 

Type measure 51: To identify specific needs of public administration in metropolitan areas and 
agglomerations 

Problem: At present, there are no specific territorial structures that could be used for public 

administration in metropolises and agglomerations (in delegated and autonomous powers); the usual 

administrative structures are more suited to the needs of administration in ordinary settlements. The 

issue of uneven opportunities for participation in public administration activities, which is lower in 

large cities, is also not addressed. There are no specific forms of voluntary cooperation of 

municipalities suitable for agglomerations.  
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Content: Solving the issue of territorial administrative structures around large cities. The existing 

regulation by means of local offices of selected municipalities with extended powers is only partial and 

insufficient. Support of additional forms of citizens' participation in public administration. Supporting 

the creation of new forms of voluntary cooperation between municipalities allowing for cooperation 

even among remote municipalities, where relevant, if such cooperation is necessary for the functioning 

of the agglomeration as a whole.  

Target situation: A new division of powers in delegated competence in the surroundings of metropolis 

centres and agglomerations. Support for new forms of municipal voluntary cooperation between 

municipalities in agglomerations, including financial instruments.  

Target group: Statutory cities and other municipalities in metropolitan areas and agglomerations 

Main proposed holder: MoI 

Other holders: MoRD, MF CR 

Main implementers: MoI, MoRD, statutory cities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type measure 52: To establish and develop a regional system of support for sustainable 
development  

Problem: Insufficient opportunities for training in sustainable development. This results in insufficient 

competence of public administration in this area and consequently insufficient application of the 

ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ όƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά{5έύ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Content: 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜǎέ ό[!нмύ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ 

awareness-raising / promotion and participation and dissemination of good practice from the regional 

level. Offer of consultation and advice, including professional. This would create the desirable 

(declared) vertical interconnection of levels: national, regional and local. The content would be created 

with the support and under the "supervision" of the State. Funding initially from European grant 

sources, and subsequently from (increased) regional budgets. 

Target situation: Sustainable development is a prerequisite for long-term existence of a society. A zero 

option would mean a non-systematic approach to the issue with a negative impact on the societal, 

economic and environmental areas and would result in the State lagging behind developed countries, 

both on a European and global scale. 

Target group: municipalities, Regions, voluntary associations of municipalities, business sector, NGOs 

Main proposed holder: MoE 

Other holders: MoRD 

Main implementers: municipalities, Regions, LAGs, voluntary associations of municipalities 
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Specific Objective 6.3: Taking into account the territorial dimension in sectoral policies and 

developing SMART solutions  

Justification of the specific objective:  

The MoRD analyses show that the Czech Government provides a quite fragmented subsidy support, 

the system of which is confusing. It is also essential to eliminate overlaps of the individual subsidy 

schemes in order to avoid fragmentation of the support. Also, the national subsidy schemes do not 

accentuate sufficiently the territorial dimension. Also with regard to the expected decrease in funding 

from the European Structural and Investment Funds, it is desirable to take into account the needs of 

territories in national subsidy schemes where relevant. The concept of territorial dimension should 

also be taken into account when setting the new EU programming period (i.e. after 2020).  

Solution:  

The MoRD will initiate steps to make the system of national subsidy schemes more transparent 

(providing information on national subsidy schemes in one place, and in a unified structure) and to 

adequately reflect the needs of the individual types of territory when setting the schemes. The aim is 

not to anchor the territorial dimension in all national subsidy schemes, but only in those for which 

there is a justified need, arising from the RDS, to address the issue differently in different territorial 

contexts. 

The MoRD will endeavour to include the territorial dimension in the post-2020 programming period. 

Even in the European Structural and Investment Funds, the territorial dimension will be promoted only 

in topics where the need to address them differently in different territorial contexts will be identified.  

 Type measures: 

Type measure 53:  To clarify the system of national subsidy schemes 

Problem: Currently, information on national grant schemes is often confusing, using different 

terminology and not collected in a central database. Moreover, there are overlaps between the grant 

schemes. The relevant subsidy schemes should also take into account the different needs of the 

individual types of territory.   

Content: A research project will be used to find ways to clarify the system of national subsidy schemes. 

The aim is to use uniform terminology when informing about national subsidy schemes and thus 

making the orientation easier for potential applicants. At the same time, making the whole system 

more transparent should reduce the risks of overlaps between the subsidy schemes. 

Consideration should be given in the individual subsidy schemes to the extent to which it is appropriate 

to take into account territorial specificities in their implementation - whether in the context of the RDS 

or in otherwise defined types of territory.      

Target situation: Clear and simple system providing information on national subsidy schemes, which 

take into account the territorial dimension in relevant cases.  

Target group: Applicants in national subsidy schemes.  

Main holder: MoRD  

Other holders: all ministries 



 

143 
 

Main implementers: MoRD 

 

Type measure 54: To use the Territorial Impact Assessment tool at both policy and project level 

Problem: The ex-ante evaluation at the level of (sectoral) policies, strategic documents, but also of 

projects, does not exploit the potential of the Territorial Impact Assessment tool, which makes it 

possible to comprehensively assess the potential impact of a policy/ concept/ project on social, 

environmental and economic areas.   

Content: Training of professionals at all levels of public administration to use the Territorial Impact 

Assessment methodology for project appraisal and to use the concept for a sophisticated Cost Benefit 

Analysis (socio-economic assessment) of strategic projects. Further development of the methodology 

also in policies/ concepts and its general linkage to the Cost Benefit Analysis.   

Target situation: Objective data-based assessment of policies/ concepts/ projects, taking into account 

all aspects of sustainable development, elaborated in numerical quantification.   

Target group: national, Regional and municipal actors  

Main holder: MoRD  

Other holders: all ministries, Regions, municipalities 

Main implementers: MoRD, Regions, municipalities, local action groups, voluntary associations of 

municipalities 

 

 

Type measure 55: To use smart solutions in both urban and rural areas 

Problem: At the city level, SMART solutions are currently being implemented in a non-systematic way.  

These technologies and measures have the potential to contribute to addressing a wide range of areas 

(e.g. transport, energy, housing). Smart solutions are not sufficiently implemented even in rural areas 

where the application of such solutions could contribute to retaining the population there.  

Content: Integrating SMART CITY and smart rural areas and smart communities in strategic planning. 

Cities can also offer their territory for testing technologies - SMART CITY LABs. The development of 

autonomous vehicles will also be supported, for example through testing on polygons. There is a need 

to further develop the principles of smart governance - a simple and transparent city administration 

that ensures controllable and predictable city management.  

Target situation: Managed and effective implementation of SMART measures in urban, rural and 

community development. 

Target group: municipalities 

Main holder: MoRD 

Other holders: MoE, MIT, MoT 
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Main implementers: UTM CR, ALA CR, National Network of LAGs, municipalities, Regions, regional 

innovation centres/ agencies, local action groups, owners of land and buildings, voluntary associations 

of municipalities 

 

Specific Objective 6.4: Streamlining the performance of public administration and promoting secure 

provision of electronic services to citizens  

Justification of the specific objective:  

In the 2014ς2020 programming period, the completion of a functional eGovernment framework was 

supported, mainly at the technological level. If the benefits associated with computerisation of public 

administration are to be effectively exploited, it is necessary to offer a wide range of public services in 

electronic form.  The direct contact with citizens takes place in the network of local authorities which 

serve as the front office and should provide the electronic services securely. 

Solution:  

Computerisation of public services or their corresponding parts will be supported in the whole network 

of self-governing units in accordance with their scope of powers. Citizens' access to such services will 

be simplified while maintaining the appropriate level of security. That way, the offices of self-governing 

units will become the centres of primary use of public services in electronic form. 

Type measure 56: To create a central catalogue and search engine for public administration 

services 

Problem: The emergence of too many independent solutions (e.g. portals), where each solution offers 

its own service terminology and user interface, and missing central settings of the services 

Content: Creating a national catalogue and search engine of public administration services. The public 

must learn in one place and in a simple form about all existing services, both electronic ones and those 

that still have to be performed and provided by an officer. The basis is to tie the services to an improved 

definition of life situations and focus them on issues as perceived by the public. At the same time, the 

services must be presented in a uniform and understandable way. 

Target situation: A created central catalogue and search engine of public administration services, 

which could be used also by municipalities and Regions for their solutions 

Target group: citizens 

Main holder: MoI 

Other holders: all ministries, Regions, municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities 

Main implementers: MoI 

 

Specific Objective 6.5.: Improving work with regional development data 

 Justification of the specific objective:  
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In the area of regional development, given the dynamics of processes and the need for quality planning 

of public services as well as anticipation of the emergence of socially excluded localities, it is necessary 

to work with available data sources. Work with data must be improved in many other areas - for 

example in analyses describing spatial development dynamics in metropolitan territories and 

agglomerations or in the field of tourism where it is necessary to have data for supporting tourism 

management in destinations or for monitoring visitor flows and motivation and preferences of 

visitors66. 

One of the big problems with data processing is the still very low level of data sharing in public 

administration and the set mechanisms for any anonymization of individual data, which are, however, 

very important for retrospective evaluation of any public spending programmes not only in regional 

policy. Currently, various public authorities collect data in the Czech Republic, but there is no system 

for sharing such data. Another problem is the duplicated collection of data from regions for different 

purposes and the resulting reluctance to provide the valid data.   

Solution:  

A platform for continuous collection of investment data from the individual public investors will be 

created, and the system will be shared by all entities that can make a meaningful use of the data - i.e. 

municipalities, Regions, regional standing conferences, individual ministries, all citizens (width, depth 

and details of information). for each group). The system enables not only a continuous collection of 

data, but also data sharing and, above all, a very advanced analytical extension. 

Planning of territorial development will be improved, for example through population forecasts. Public 

administration will carry out activities to improve the work with population forecasts, for example in 

relation to public service planning. In terms of processing regional development data, it is necessary 

to respond flexibly to current needs in a wide range of topics; the current needs, or measures and 

activities will be defined in the RDS action plans.  

It would also be useful to prepare a research project on improving the data sharing in public 

administration, identifying possible solutions to the problem, and at the same time preparing the 

implementation steps towards a future solution. 

Continually updating the rental price (value) maps.  

Type measures:  

Type measure 57: To improve territorial development planning based on population forecasts 

Problem: Efficient and effective strategic planning must be based, inter alia, on demographic and 

derived forecasts that can be compiled for territorial units with different populations. The 

demographic forecasts should be part of the documentation used for the management, 

implementation and evaluation of RDS. The results of analyses of the past situation and dynamics of 

development, which usually lead to inaccurate ideas about future development, are not sufficient. 

                                                           
66 The availability of data on visitor rates in regions, including their seasonal and temporal concentration, is also very 
important for the municipalities so that they can respond adequately to higher demands on basic infrastructure (water supply, 
waste, etc.). In this respect, a sudden influx of visitors and tourists can be particularly challenging especially for small 
municipalities in highly attractive areas, which have a relatively low budget due to the low number of permanent residents 
and thus do not have the resources for the potential type infrastructure that is primarily designed for permanent residents. 
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Development planning and management requires, in particular, qualified forecasting conclusions 

drawn in accordance with the generally accepted population forecasting methodology. The 

demographic forecasts should also become a starting point for reflections on the trends in a number 

of non-demographic characteristics of the population and in other population-related systems that are 

part of the development of the territory, such as the number and structure of families and households, 

inhabitants in certain specific categories based on the social status and material situation, education 

attainment or participation in education, labour market position or human capital in the territory. At 

present, such conditions and prerequisites for the RDS implementation and effective management of 

territorial development are not sufficiently ensured.   

Content: Creating a system of demographic forecasting. Elaborating derived forecasts for strategic 

planning and RDS management and implementation. Creating a unified demographic information 

system. Preparing and implementing specialized courses for public administration staff at all levels, 

focused on work with forecasts.  

Target situation: Improved and standardized conditions for effective planning and management of 

regional development based on realistic ideas about the future. Created system of demographic 

forecasting and implementation of related activities and their practical application at all levels of public 

administration. A demographic information system created, and improved work with the results of 

demographic and derived forecasts and model projections and their use. 

Target group: employees of ministries, Regions and municipalities involved in regional development 
and public services planning 

Main proposed holder: MoRD 

Other potential holders: Czech Statistical Office 

Main implementers: MoRD, Regions, municipalities, voluntary associations of municipalities, LAGs 
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Type measure 58: To monitor the concentration of social exclusion in the Czech Republic as a 
precondition for targeted interventions 

Problem: Social exclusion and the existence of socially excluded localities is a dynamic phenomenon. 

For its long-term solution, public administration must monitor the concentration of social exclusion 

including energy poverty in the territory and ensure tools enabling rapid intervention in the event of 

problems in the territory that are already beyond the power of local governments. In order to prevent 

the emergence of new socially excluded localities, it is necessary to continuously update the places in 

municipalities where socially excluded localities may arise in the future (however, updating the places 

where SEL may arise does not in itself lead to their prevention). 

Content: Municipalities, NGOs and the Agency for Social Inclusion will cooperate in continuous 

monitoring of potential sites that could turn into new socially excluded localities. Responding to the 

identified facts by preventive measures. 

Target situation: Interventions in the area of social inclusion are based on continuous monitoring or 

on a periodic research survey on the occurrence of SEL and their characteristics in the Czech Republic 

based on shared data. The State provides support (e.g. consulting, financial) to self-governments in the 

most affected areas. 

Target group: Inhabitants of socially excluded localities or persons at risk of social exclusion.  

Main holder: MLSA 

Other holders: ASI, MoRD, MIT (in relation to energy poverty), territorial partners 

Main implementers: ASI  
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4 IMPLEMENTATION PART 

4.1 Principles of implementation 

The aim of the implementation part is to define the basic parameters of RDS management. Ten key 

principles have been identified for the implementation of the RDS: 

1. Binding force of the RDS 

2. Strong implementation and organizational framework 

3. Partnership approach 

4. Integrated approaches - integrated solutions 

5. Territorial dimension 

6. Synergies 

7. Measurability 

8. Financial principles 

9. Risk management 

10. Awareness-raising and information 

These principles weave through the entire implementation part (see Table 1). The structure of the 

implementation part is based on the Methodology for Preparation of Public Strategies.  

Table 1: The linking of the implementation principles to chapters of the implementation part 

Methodology for Preparation of 
Public Strategies67 

Chapter of the implementation 
part 

Principles of implementation 

Activity 1: Creating a hierarchical 
structure of works 

4.2 (1) Binding force 
(2) Strong implementation and 
organizational framework   
(4) Integrated approaches - 
integrated solutions 
(5) Territorial dimension 

Activity 2: Setting the 
management structure of the 
strategy implementation 

4.3 (1) Binding force 
(2) Strong implementation and 
organizational framework   
(3) Partnership approach 
(5) Territorial dimension 

Activity 3: Setting the change 
management plan 

4.4 (9) Risk management 

Activity 4: Developing a risk 
management plan and 
determining the preconditions for 
successful implementation of the 
strategy 

4.5 (7) Measurability 

(5) Territorial dimension  

(6) Synergies 

(9) Risk management  

Activity 5: Setting up a system for 4.6 (7) Measurability 

                                                           
67 Updated version of 28 January 2019, available at https://www.mmr.cz/cs/Microsites/PORTAL-STRATEGICKE-PRACE-

V-CESKE-REPUBLICE/Nastroje-a-metodicka-podpora/Vystupy-projektu. 
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monitoring the progress against 
the strategy objectives 

Activity 6: Setting up an 
evaluation plan for the strategy 

4.7 (7) Measurability 

Activity 7: Setting up a 
communication plan for the 
strategy implementation 

4.8 (3) Partnership approach 
(6) Synergies 
(10) Awareness-raising and 
information 

Activity 8: Establishing a budget 
for the strategy implementation 

4.9 (8) Financial principles 

Activity 9: Establishing a timetable 
for implementing the strategy 

4.10 (1) Binding force 

(2) Strong implementation and 

organizational framework   

 

1. Binding force of the RDS 

A key prerequisite for a successful implementation of the RDS is that it is respected by the individual 

ministries. The Act on Regional Development Support defines that the RDS defines tasks for the other 

central administrative authorities concerned to ensure the implementation of the set priorities and 

objectives. After the approval of the document by the Government, the individual ministries are 

expected to reflect the RDS in the preparation of their strategic documents and in setting their 

operational programmes and national subsidy schemes. The respect for the RDS and the follow-up 

action plans should also be ensured through a partnership approach, which should guarantee that all 

actors are in agreement on the objectives, measures and activities.   

In relation to Regions, municipalities, their voluntary associations and other actors in the territory, the 

role of the MoRD is recommending based on the principle of relations between the State 

administration and self-governments. Nevertheless, a number of activities of territorial partners are 

directly funded through the MoRD (e.g. regional permanent conferences, or the regional manager of 

the RDS and the coordinator of economically and socially vulnerable areas), and so MoRD may require 

activities in the implementation and monitoring of the RDS.   

In relation to self-governments, it is also possible to define some incentive instruments, for example 

co-financing from the State subsidy schemes only if the self-governments provide co-financing in a 

certain amount. The RDS role should be strengthened in relation to central State administration 

bodies, self-governing units, the professional public and foreign entities related to regional 

development.  

2. Strong implementation and organizational framework 

Another condition for successful RDS implementation is to build a strong implementation team 

(people, involved entities, etc.) and to ensure a solid organizational and implementation framework 

(premises and equipment, legislation, binding force, etc.) for it.  

A strong implementation team with: 
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 Competences and powers 

 Organizational back-up  

 Expertise 

 Personnel stability 

 Apolitical position 

A solid organizational and implementation framework that is  

 Binding 

 Responsible 

 Providing strong implementation instruments (financial and non-financial) 

 Financially and materially secured in the long term  

 Enforceable upon approval by the Government of the Czech Republic 

 

The management and organizational structure of the implementation is described in Chapter 4.3. 

 

3. Partnership approach 

The partnership approach is the basis for creating a quality, respected strategy in each type of territory. 

The approach is primarily based on the involvement of a wide range of important actors of regional 

development in its creation and implementation: ministries, Regions, municipalities and territorial and 

social partners (Association of Regions of the Czech Republic, UTM CR, ALA CR, National Network of 

[!DǎΣ /ȊŜŎƘ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎΩ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ wǳǊŀƭ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜpublic, Chamber of 

Commerce etc.).  

 

4. Integrated approaches - integrated solutions 

The RDS implementation also includes integrated approaches. They should be used to concentrate the 

support in the territory addressed, to coordinate the activities and ensure their synergies. A use will 

be made of existing integrated instruments to implement the RDS.  
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Figure 4: Sources of financing for RDS implementation instruments  

 

 

 
bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ L¢L ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƭŀŘł .ƻƭŜǎƭŀǾ and its hinterland. 

 

5. Territorial dimension 

The territorial dimension is a key and cross-cutting principle of the RDS implementation, which will be 

applied across ministries, or managing authorities of operational programmes.  

The basic principle on which the RDS is based is the need to carry out interventions through public 

policies, so that they meet the needs of each type of territory. In the analytical and proposal part of 

the RDS, the territory of the Czech Republic was divided into five types of territory, with regard to the 

trends and achieved state of socio-economic development and taking into account their specific 

development needs.  

 

It is clear that any categorization of territory is simplistic and not all characteristics of the type of 

territory can be equally related to any municipality that is part of it. However, some degree of 

generalization is inevitable in national-level documents.  

 

The input methodological notes show that none of the defined categories is purely urban or purely 

rural. Therefore, the summary below aims to give a brief account of how urban and rural areas are 

handled in the RDS and how specific types of territorial dimension are dealt with.  
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Instruments of anchoring the territorial dimension  

 

The territorial dimension in the sense of reflecting territorial specificities in the implementation of 

partial policies will be implemented under national subsidy schemes as well as under the European 

Structural and Investment Fund programmes. In the 2014ς2020 programming period, the National 

Document on the Territorial Dimension was created, in the period 2021ς2027, the principles of the 

territorial dimension should be enshrined in a similar document. The process of incorporating the 

territorial dimension into the individual operational programmes (as well as policies or strategies) is 

outlined in Figure 5.  

MoRD hereby does not dispute the responsibility of individual ministries and institutions for the topics 

entrusted to them by the Competence Act and specific regulations (e.g. Act No 130/2002 Coll., on 

support for research, experimental development and innovation, as amended). In step 1, it is entirely 

up to the relevant ministry and/or institution to define national priorities for basic objectives such as 

science and research (MEYS, Government Council for Research and Innovation, and MIT), climate 

change adaptation (MoE) or education policy (MEYS). 

At the same time, however, MoRD as the coordinator of regional policy requires step 2 which will 

identify whether it is desirable to apply the territorial dimension in a given topic (i.e. to consider a 

specific situation in different types of territory). The decision whether or not to apply the territorial 

dimension should be made on the basis of the information provided in RDS, or according to other 

relevant documents (air pollution maps, spatial distribution of the unemployment rate).  

Only after this territorial consideration (in step 3) should the operational programme (or, in general, 

strategy/policy) be finalized.    

 

Figure 5: The process of anchoring the territorial dimension in strategies/ policies/ operational 
programmes 
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Urban dimension 

 

In the context of RDS, urban space is conceived across all RDS types of territory - i.e. metropolitan 

areas, agglomerations, regional centres (always with their hinterlands), economically and socially 

vulnerable areas and structurally affected Regions. These territories were categorized so as to reflect 

the different starting conditions, problems and potentials of these types of territory.   

The basic principles of urban development are described in the Urban Policy Principles which were 

updated in 2017. A working group under the Government Council for Sustainable Development is set 

up for the Smart Cities area.  

The urban policy principles define the following main objectives/principles: 

 Strategic and integrated approach to urban development. Polycentric development of the 

settlement system 

 Promotion of the development of towns as development poles in a territory 

 Care for the urban environment 

 Ensuring the implementation of the New Urban Agenda68 

 

Figure 6: The urban dimension of implementation of the urban agenda principles 

 
bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ L¢L ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƭŀŘł .ƻƭŜǎƭŀǾ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƘƛƴǘŜǊƭŀƴŘΦ 

 
Rural dimension 

 
In the context of RDS, rural space is not conceived as a homogeneous space but as a diverse territory 

with its specific problems and needs, from rural areas near metropolitan areas and agglomerations 

(i.e. suburban countryside) through stabilized countryside to rural areas with increased economic and 

social problems.  

The rural heterogeneity outlined above and the objectives of the development of rural space are 

defined in more detail by the forthcoming Rural Development Concept (RDC). It sets out the following 

strategic objectives for rural development:  

 

                                                           
68For more information see: http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/NUA-Czech.pdf  

http://habitat3.org/wp-content/uploads/NUA-Czech.pdf





















































